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Ob¯ady jsou konkrÈtnÌm projevem ËlovÏka k bytos-
tem, kterÈ mohou ovlivnit chod vÏcÌ na tomto
svÏtÏ. I zde budeme hovo¯it o falijskÈ spoleËnos-

ti. Ritu·ly se zde vztahujÌ obvykle k p¯edk˘m danÈho kla-
nu. CÌlem ritu·l˘ je zÌskat si p¯ÌzeÚ p¯edk˘ manu pro-
st¯ednictvÌm obÏtin a dos·hnout jejich intervence v po-
zemsk˝ch z·leûitostech, jako je nemoc, narozenÌ dÌtÏte,
˙spÏch p¯i lovu, hojnost ˙rody atp. Klan je tedy t¯eba po-
vaûovat spÌöe za n·boûenskou neû p¯Ìbuzenskou kategorii.  

Kulty mohou b˝t ¯Ìzeny pouze knÏûÌmi, coû dokl·d·
pomÏrnÏ vysokou n·roËnost vöech ritu·lnÌch ˙kon˘, kte-
rÈ jsou v danÈm ob¯adu prov·dÏny. V z·sadÏ se ale nejed-
n· o nic jinÈho neû o ˙litbu prosnÈho piva na kameny

Ceremonies are the direct address of Man to those
beings that can affect the course of things in this
world. Fali society can again be taken as an exam-

ple, and here rituals generally relate to the ancestors of
a given clan. The clan must thus be understood as a reli-
gious rather than a kinship category. The aim of these
rituals is to gain the favour of the ancestors, manu,
through sacrifice, and encourage their intervention in
such earthly concerns as illness, childbirth, success in the
hunt, a bountiful harvest etc. 

Cult practices may be directed only by priests, which
documents  the relative complexity of all the ritual acts
that take place in a given ceremony; essentially, however,
they consist of no more than pouring millet beer over the

RITU¡LY � RITUALS

� Li·na druhu Cissus quadrangularis, ve falijötinÏ dalengu,
se pouûÌv· nejen p¯i ritu·lech, ale i k r˘zn˝m lÈËebn˝m praktik·m,
nap .̄ takÈ k lÈËbÏ lepry. Zajiöùuje obecnÏ ritu·lnÌ Ëistotu.

The liana Cissus quadrangularis, known in Fali as the dalengu, is u-
sed not only in rituals, but also in various medicinal practices, e. g.
the treatment of leprosy. It is of great importance for ritual purity.

Na¯ez·v·nÌ posv·tnÈ a ochrannÈ rostliny dalengu je u Fali velice 
v˝znamn˝m ritu·lnÌm aktem, podle nÏhoû se rozhoduje o dalöÌm 
postupu.

Cutting the sacred and protective dalengu plant is an important ritual
act among the Fali, according to which decisions are made regarding
further steps.
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p¯edk˘ guaw lasindûi a obÏtov·nÌ nÏjakÈho dom·cÌho zvÌ-
¯ete. Je to vlastnÏ obÏù konan· jednotlivcem pro uspoko-
jenÌ jeho p¯·nÌ. VÏtöÌ ritu·ly se t˝kajÌ celÈho klanu, nÏkdy
i vyööÌch spoleËensko-religiÛznÌch kategoriÌ. NejËastÏjöÌ-
mi klanov˝mi ob¯ady jsou p¯edstavenÌ dÌtÏte p¯edk˘m le-
uru míbolo, iniciace töÈta aÙ, podÏkov·nÌ za vylÈËenÌ nÏ-
jakÈho v·ûnÏjöÌho onemocnÏnÌ Ëi zranÏnÌ nebo kaû-
doroËnÌ slavnost vöech mrtv˝ch leuru bottin djakshu.
Ritu·ly se odehr·vajÌ uvnit¯ posv·tnÈho kruhu a ˙ËastnÌ
se jich pouze z·stupci danÈho klanu, eventuelnÏ pozvanÌ
hostÈ. NejvÏtöÌ ritu·ly leuru beleng jsou zasvÏceny
U Manu, m˝tickÈmu Ëi skuteËnÈmu p¯edku celÈho klanu. 

Ob¯ady zaËÌnajÌ v okamûiku p¯Ìtomnosti vöech hlavnÌch
p¯edstavitel˘ danÈho klanu. Nejprve jsou vyzvednuty po-
sv·tnÈ n·ramky ze skr˝öe v keramickÈ n·dobÏ halta
tuidandju, jejÌû dno je prodÏravÏno pÏti otvory. KnÏz vez-
me kalebasu s prosn˝m pivem a prov·dÌ ˙litby. PotÈ je n·-
poj rozd·n vöem p¯Ìtomn˝m, nejprve pochopitelnÏ spole-
Ëensky v˝znamnÏjöÌm osobnostem. Kdyû je vypita zhruba
polovina prosnÈho piva, rozdrtÌ prvorozen˝ syn hlavnÌho
klanovÈho rodu v malÈm kameni t¯i segmenty posv·tnÈ
rostliny dalengu a pastu smÌ-
sÌ s v˝taûky z dalöÌch rostlin.
Rozd· kolovat n·ramky
p¯edk˘ tulu manu a potÈ, co
je dostane zpÏt, pot¯e je p¯i-
pravenou rostlinou mastÌ. Po
nÏkolika dalöÌch drobn˝ch ˙-
konech vede kr·tkou ¯eË,
kter· znÌ nap .̄ takto: ÑÿÌ-
k·m, poslouchejte, jsem to j·
mudrc p¯edk˘, tento ob¯ad,
kter˝ vidÌte, je odprad·vna
p¯edk˘m p¯Ìjemn˝, vidÌte,
p¯edkovÈ Kumbandji vöichni
p¯iöli, m·me zde pro v·s
prosnÈ pivo a j· om˝v·m va-
öe n·ramky, chci aby bylo
hojnÏ zvÏ¯e, aby se vöichni
chlapci zamilovali, a aby
mÏli mnoho dÏtÌ, za mÏsÌc
uvidÌm, zda se tak stane,
skonËil jsem...ì (Gauthier,
1969).

stones of the ancestors guaw lasindji, and the sacrifice of
some domestic animal; this is the particular sacrifice ma-
de by the individuals for fulfilment of their wishes. Most
rituals involve the whole clan, and sometimes higher so-
cio-religious categories. The most common clan cult acts
are the presentation of a child to the ancestors, leuru
míbolo, initiations tsheta aÙ, thanksgiving for the cure of
a serious illness or injury, or the annual festival of the de-
ad leuru bottin djakshu. Rituals take place inside a sacred
circle and participants include only representatives of a
particular clan, sometimes with invited guests. The largest
rituals leuru beleng are consecrated to the U Manu, the
mythical or actual ancestors of the whole clan. 

Ceremonies begin as soon as all the major representa-
tives of a given clan are present. First, tulu manu sacred
bracelets are collected from their hiding place in a cera-
mic halta tuidandju vessel, the base of which is pierced
by five holes. The priest takes a calabash of millet beer
and performs the libations; the drink is then shared among
all present, beginning with the socially most important fi-
gures. When about half has been drunk, the first-born son
of the leading clan family crushes three pieces of the
sacred dalengu plant between small stones, and mixes the
paste with extracts of other plants. He passes around tulu
manu, the bracelets of the ancestors and, once he has them
back, smears them with the prepared plant paste. After se-
veral other, minor acts, a speech is proclaimed similar to
the following: ìI speak, listen, it is I the sage of the an-
cestors, to this ceremony, which you see is of old agree-

able to the ancestors, you
see, ancestors of the Kum-
bandji, that all have come,
we have millet beer for you
and I wash your bracelets,
I desire that there be plenti-
ful game, that all the young
men fall in love, that they
have many children, in
a month I shall see if this
seems to have occurred,
I have finished...î (Gauthier,
1969).

RITU¡LY � RITUALS

� CÌlem ritu·l˘ je zÌskat si p¯ÌzeÚ p¯edk˘ manu prost¯ednictvÌm obÏ-
tin a dos·hnout jejich intervence v pozemsk˝ch z·leûitostech, jako je
lÈËenÌ nemoci, narozenÌ dÌtÏte, ˙spÏch p¯i lovu, hojnost ˙rody atp.

The aim of the ritual is to attain the favour of the ancestors, manu,
through sacrifice, and obtain their intervention in earthly affairs such
as the healing of illnesses, the birth of a child, success in the hunt,
a rich harvest etc.

Na ritu·lech n·boûenskÈho 
charakteru se pije tradiËnÌ 
prosnÈ pivo bolu, jehoû v˝roba je
n·roËnÏjöÌ neû p¯Ìprava bÏûnÈho
kvasnÈho n·poje zvanÈho bil-bil.

At rituals of the religious kind
the traditional bolu millet beer 
is drunk, the production of which
is more complex than that of the
common fermented drink known
as bil-bil.


