History
The Students’ Literary Studies Conference, in suppfithe research activities of students and datto

students, particularly Czech studies scholars,edkas representatives of other humanities digegsliand social
sciences, has been arranged by the ASCR Instit@zexch Literature in collaboration with the Charle
University Faculty of Education since 2002. In tuatext of other students’ discussions and compedtit is
conspicuous for its increasing stress on the comissues which bring the participants together. flisé topic
arose as a student’s idea during a train journfégr: all, a journey “there and back again” is natjone of our
basic life experiences, but also a literary topo2003 a discussion was held under the kttament and
History, Halt and Duratioron the literary forms and functions of time; agsult a proposal naturally arose to
deal in the next round with the complementary aatggf space. Participants dealing with the subpéct
Landscape and Home, Distance and Proximity, Up@adn... were joined in 2004 by students from Slovakia
and foreign doctoral students from Charles Univgrdihe great interest among the Slovaks led to the
arrangement in 2005 of a thematic confrontatio@oéch and Slovak literatureBetween Rhyme and Novel —
the Changing Face of Genres in Czech and Slovakdtitre The subject of the conference included both
changes in the function of genres in the literagcpss and shifts in their definition. Our circldareign
participants expanded further to include youngaesweers from other countries, mainly from Polanide T
jubilee fifth conference in 2006 with the subj@ctetics of the Programme — Programme of Podticased on
literary programmes, their relationship with otherforms and their realization in authors’ actpaétics.
Legends and Myths of Czech and Slovak Literatug907 included contributions which moved witltire
framework of a single author’s work or of a singldture whose representatives were dealing both avitving
mythology and a surviving false mythology (in tleesnd sphere the participants dealing with Sloitekalture
showed themselves to be more emphatic, perhapsistize glorification of the Slovak National Revilasted
longer than in the Czech context). A real confrbataof opinions and cultural investigations weregented by
the following discussion, which under the titlelofage of History in Czech and Slovak Literatateempted to
cover the general obsession with the “figure eigfe@rs, while rising to this historical challentfgere were also
papers which confronted the dual image and duategmiion of “our republic” and several deconstruasiof
“historical truths”, both in analyses of literaryprks conceived in this manner and in the initisgioé the
speakers themselves. In 2009 participants rectiiedverall contribution of novelist, semioticiamdditerary
historian Vladimir Macura (1945-1999) in interpteias of his artistic work, analyses of his themadtwork
and papers inspired by his method. The 2010Fitlens and Functions of the Story: towards an
Interdisciplinary and Intermedia Debabedicates that this originally Czech Studies coerfiee has
progressively passed beyond the boundaries of bileqmy and one language, while successfully ¢ngoa
milieu for a debate between literary researchessptians and art theoreticians, as well as medidiess
representatives: hence we heard in successionea ppplying the theory of fictional worlds to thedrnal
structure of unbounded serials, a paper examinimgpeconceptions over the perception of worksrpfvehich
can easily be problematized in both aesthetic énida# perspective, empirical research into thepsion of
various media forms, or the confrontation of theative imagination in such unique works as Cagdllice in

Wonderlandand Svankmajer'slice.
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