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 Summary

Environmental Devastation and Social Destruction 
Oleg Suša, Richard Sťahel

The twentieth century was a breakthrough for the de-
velopment of mankind in many ways. It was not only 
a century of unprecedented development and destruc-
tion, the rapid growth of human population and its life 
standards, but also a century of massive range of mur-
ders and exploitation. It was also a century of sponta-
neous urbanization and depopulation of countryside. 
These processes were followed with growing range of 
the devastation of environment which at the second 
half of last century got to the point where it started to 
threaten the conditions for life of individuals and socie-
ties so obviously, that it could not be ignored anymore 
as an irrelevant externality. At the end of the twentieth 
century were – because of the globalization – these pro-
cesses fastened and the consequences multiplied in so-
cial and natural environment spheres on the global lev-
el. Not only the unsustainability but also the reciprocal 
conditionality and interconnection of the processes of 
social and natural devastation became evident. In the 
twenty fi rst century, we can observe not only the con-
tinuation but also the deepening of these developments 
as well as the ongoing effort of their theoretical refl ec-
tion. The aim of this book is to identify main aspects of 
these processes and to outline options for refl ection of 
phenomena of socio-ecological devastation and destruc-
tion.

The fi rst part of this book written by Oleg Suša deals 
with the critical refl ection of socio-political confl icts 
of global civilization which lead to socio-environmen-
tal devastation and disruption. Socio-political confl icts 
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concerning the survival on this planet started to be vis-
ible during the global debate about the limits to growth 
and in the protest movements. The problem of ecologi-
cal crisis revealed the new socio-political dimension of 
confl icts between private and public interests, between 
interests, goals and values. The main aim of this chap-
ter is to develop a critical theory of modern society in 
the direction of deeper critique of the domination struc-
tures and their social and ecological consequences. The 
author refers to the inspirations of classical motives rel-
evant to ecological crisis and political ecology, philoso-
phy and social theory. Then, he refers to contemporary 
directions of political ecology: co-optation and global 
regime of crisis. In case of co-optation, political ecolo-
gy confronts practices of modern institutions and their 
domination and power relations. Ecological political 
culture develops in the context of discursive formation 
and contestation. Environmental justice and risk dis-
tribution relate to problems of growing social inequal-
ity and poverty. Political ecology today is challenged by 
global capitalism and by evident conjunction between 
environmental changes, social, economic and political 
(governance) crises.

The second part of book written by Richard Sťahel 
aims to show the reciprocal conditionality of social, eco-
nomic, political and environmental crisis tendencies of 
the global industrial civilization which reciprocal in-
tensifi cation reveals existential threat not only to the 
current level of the development of the civilization but 
also to humanity as biological species. The author as-
sumes that it is the ways in which individual societies 
deal with the imbalance between the increasing popu-
lation and its consumption and the limits of resources 
of a particular place, which, in the long term, deter-
mines the sustainability and stability of the economic-
political system in a specifi c ecosystem. All of the life 
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strategies have environmental as well as social and po-
litical consequences, which in turn infl uence the en-
vironment. The author defends a thesis according to 
which the environmental responsibility must be under-
stood as a political and legal category more than a mor-
al and ethical one, and which works with the proposi-
tion that philosophy adequate to current threats must 
be social political philosophy and also environmental 
philosophy. A new perspective which opened up for phil-
osophical refl ection by the global environmental crisis 
shows the need to redefi ne humanism, enlarge its pur-
pose with environmental assumptions of realization of 
human rights along with the environmental responsi-
bility.
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