Summary

There are a whole range of meritorious works that deal with the
Comenius’ masterpiece Labyrinth of the World and Paradise of
the Heart and analyze this Comenius’ work from various points
of view. However, Dmytro Chyzhevsky presented a completely
unique work in this way which in an original way presents a ex-
haustive and sophisticated view on the Labyrinth and provides
rich and comprehensive material for its deeper reflection. In the
first part, focusing on some of the stylistic peculiarities of the
Labyrinth, Chyzhevsky observes in a detailed manner the role
of numerous so-called verbal chains which are of special impor-
tance in the stylistics of the Labyrinth. In the second part, the
author defines themes that go through the whole Labyrinth, fo-
cusing especially on the four principal ones such as the theme
of the spiritual journey, theme of the expelled Truth, the sense-
lessness of the world and the theme of Christ and the human
soul. Attention is also paid to the interconnection of both parts
of the Labyrinth, negative allegory or similarity with the works
of J. V. Andreae. This never-published two-part study which
was probably written in 1941 is first published in this volume.
The study of Chyzhevsky is preceded by an introductory study
written by Jana Stejskalova. The study briefly summarizes the
life and work of Dmytro Chyzhevsky, outlines the personal and
scientific ties of Dmytro Chyzhevsky to Antonin Skarka and
Jan Mukarovsky and points to the position of the Chyzhevsky’s
study within the meaningful analytical and synthetic interpreta-
tions of the Labyrinth.
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