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Abstract: According to artifactualism about fictional characters (fictional 
artifactualism, for short) Prince Bolkonsky and Natasha Rostova in Tolstoy’s 
War and Peace are abstract artifacts created by Tolstoy’s activities. But can 
authors create their fictional characters unintentionally—inadvertently? And is it 
problematic if fictional artifactualists allow the possibility of such inadvertent 
creation phenomena? In this talk, I will argue that those fictional artifactualists 
who are sympathetic to Saul Kripke’s general arguments about the reference of 
proper names and potential errors surrounding successful proper name use 
should—certain recent worries to the contrary—make room for inadvertently 
created fictional characters. More generally, I will explore ways in which 
authors’ intentions with respect to their creations are more limited than 
philosophers have thought. 
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