
Why is it so hard (to design ligands to bind to proteins)? 
 

George M. Whitesides 
 

Department of Chemistry and Chemical Biology, Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, USA 

 
 
 

This talk is a mixture of experimental work and more general discussion 

focusing on why it is so difficult to design ligands to fit protein receptors, and how we 

should go about analyzing molecular recognition in aqueous solution.   


