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In 1626 the Roman Bishop Joseph Maria Ciantes was appointed by the pope Urban VIII as responsible for the conversion of the Jewish community in Rome. Ciantes, a learned Hebraist and a scholar of Cabbala decided, in the framework of his general efforts, to translate into Hebrew major parts of Thomas Aquinas’ Summa contra Gentiles. This Hebrew translation was published in Rome in 1654. His friend, Caramuel Lobkowitz was asked to write a “iudicium” for this Hebrew translation (de huius operas […] et utilitate, et necessitate, Iudicium), a text which he published also separately two years later (Cabalae Theologicae exidium, sive contra cabalistas Rabinos, qui ne unum quidem de Deo verbum in sacris Biblia contineri somniarunt).

This text of Caramuel is perhaps the first systematic refutation of Cabala qua atheism, a claim that becomes widespread in the 18th century through the writings of Johann Georg Wachter at the end of the 17th century. 

The analysis of this anti-Cabbalist tractate reveals not only Caramuel’s interpretation of his Hebrew sources but at the same time touches upon the larger notion of atheism as part of Caramuel’s general criticism of the religious culture of his time. It also shed some more light on Caramuel’s intellectual correspondence with a series of contemporary Catholic intellectuals such as Marin Mersenne, Iohannes Marci, Athanasius Kircher, Joseph Ciantes and others.

