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In January 2006, we shall remember the 675th anniversary of the death of a Franciscan friar, missionary and traveller Odoric of Pordenone (†1331). The life and deeds of this personality, a scion, as many believe, of a Bohemian family, definitely merit attention. For about thirteen years (between 1318 and 1330), Odoric travelled throughout Asia, being a guest in Beijing (Khanbalik) of Yüan Dynasty China for three years. He mastered many languages and in his life, he must have embodied the ideal of a European spiritual leader who not only coped in his everyday life with a completely different civilization, but who learned to live with it in peace, and with wisdom and amity. On the way to China, Odoric sailed from the coast of modern Iran, along the coasts of southern India, with a stop in Sri Lanka, passed through the Malay archipelago, and after a probably stop in the Philippines he finally landed in southern China. He continued along the China’s eastern coast to Beijing. After a three-year’s sojourn, Odoric set out on his return journey to Europe, visiting Tibet and probably Lhasa, as a maybe the very first European ever to see those places. He left behind an extensive account of his travels. He departed this world in a glow of sanctity and at the time being, a sanctification process on his behalf is being pursued at the Holy Roman See.

We wish to remember the personality of Odoric of Pordenone by organizing an international scientific conference, which would result in an overall assessment of this intrepid traveller.  At the same time, we intend to focus on the contacts and interconnections throughout Europe and Asia, both material and immaterial, throughout the 13th – 14th centuries. We thus aim at better understanding of the exceedingly rich and abundant record of the emergence and fructification of contacts between major civilizations of the two continents at this age of the first globalization of the medieval world.
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