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Preface

The international symposium Logica organized by the Institute of Philoso-
phy of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic has a relatively long
history. It began in 1987 when the first conference of series was held in
Liblice Chateau. In the beginning the conferences were of mostly local im-
portance, but over the years they have acquired the status of a prestigious
international conference with a multidisciplinary flavour.

The annual symposia cover a broad field of logical topics and aim to
promote dialogue between various branches of logic. Logica hosted many
presentations by top specialists in mathematical and philosophical logic as
well as analytical philosophy and linguistics. The professional orientation
of the conference can be illustrated by mentioning several names of scholars
that the conference welcomed as the invited speakers: Nuel Belnap, Simon
Blackburn, Robert Brandom, Melvin Fitting, Yuri Gurevich, Petr Hajek,
Rom Harré, Jaakko Hintikka, Wilfrid Hodges, David Lewis, Per Martin-Lof,
Barbara Partee, Graham Priest, Greg Restall, Gabriel Sandu, and Stewart
Shapiro.

Among the central points of the ‘publication policy’ behind the proceed-
ings of the conference is the rule that the volume has to appear before
beginning of the next year’s conference. This ‘rush’, however, does not af-
fect, we believe, the quality of the preparation of the volumes. Until last
year they were published by the Institute’s publishing house Filosofia; the
present volume is the first prepared for College Publications. It contains a
majority of the papers presented at the symposium Logica 2008, which took
place from June 16 to 20 in the former Franciscan monastery of Hejnice, the
Czech Republic, where the participants spent five days not only in the lec-
turing hall but also in many informal discussions during the breaks, lunches
and social events. As you can see The Logica Yearbook 2008 brings together
various texts from mathematical and philosophical logic, history and phi-
losophy of logic, and natural language analysis. As has become usual for
the Yearbook series, the articles have not been sorted by subject — they
are ordered alphabetically by author and it is up to the reader to pick and
choose.

Editor’s acknowledgements
Both the Logica symposium and this book series are the result of a joint
effort of many people, who deserve my deep thanks. Among them are the
main organizers Vladimir Svoboda and Timothy Childers from the Depart-
ment of Logic of the Institute of Philosophy and Pavel Baran, the director
of the Institute of Philosophy. The conference was promoted also by the
Grant Agency of the Czech Republic, which provided significant support by
financing the grant project no. 401/07/0904. We are further indebted to
Marie Vuckova, Head of the Foreign Relations Department of the Institute,
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for organizational support. The organization would be impossible without
the help of Petra Ivanicovd during and before the conference. Our stay in
Hejnice Monastery was made pleasant through the efforts of Father Milos
Raban and the staff of the monastery. Special thanks also go to the Bernard
Family Brewery of Humpolec, traditional sponsor of the social programme
of the symposium. I would also like to thank to Marie Benediktova for the
layout of this volume. Many thanks go to College Publications and its man-
aging director Jane Spurr. Last but not least we would like to thank all the
conference participants and to authors of the articles for their outstanding
cooperation during the editorial process.

Prague, May 2009 Michal Pelis
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