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The Astronomical Institute (ASI) was established as of 1 January 1954 from 
the former Astrophysical Observatory and the Laboratory for Time Measuring,  
which were created in 1953 from the Central Astronomical Institute after its 
incorporation into the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences. The Institute is thus 
the successor to the observatory founded in 1722 in the Prague Clementinum 
(later the State Observatory) and the Ondřejov Observatory founded in 1898 
by J.J. Frič. Pursuant to Act No. 341/2005 Coll., the Institute became a public 
research institution as of 1 January 2007.

The principal activity of the ASI is scientific research and development in  the 
fields of astronomy and astrophysics covering in  particular the origin, evolution, 
dynamics and physical properties of stars,  stellar systems and relativistic objects, 
exploration of the Sun, solar activity and its impact on terrestrial processes and, 
in interplanetary space, exploration of the Earth’s near-space environment, the 
dynamics of natural and artificial bodies of the solar system, and study of the 
interplanetary matter and its interaction with the Earth’s atmosphere.

Extramural Section in Prague
Head:	 Ass. Prof. Vladimír Karas, DSc.
Address: 	 Boční II 1401, 141 31 Prague 4 
phone: 	 +420 267 103 045
fax: 	 +420 272 769 023
e-mail: 	 vladimir.karas@cuni.cz

The Astronomical Institute publishes:
Publications of the Astronomical Institute, Scripta Astronomica, Circular Time and 
Latitude. The Institute participates in publishing the European journal, Astronomy 
& Astrophysics.

More detailed information about the organisational structure of the Institute 
and its research and specialised units can be found at the following URL:

http://www.asu.cas.cz


