
ly at odds with the analysis of the electoral
behaviour of these groups of voters. 

The conference was accompanied by a
good social programme, so it was possible to
discuss informally with other participants af-
ter the conclusion of the official programme.
The only weakness of the conference was the
unwillingness or the inability of some speak-
ers to modify and prepare their presentation
in order to meet the required 15–20 minute
limit. This author finds the repeated use of
sentences such as ‘I will skip this, you will
have to read this in the proceedings’ to be in-
sulting. This kind of approach suggests that
for the speaker the audience is not worth the
effort of modifying the paper (otherwise pre-
pared for a printed version) so as to include
the key ideas of the text and to maintain an
interesting account. In view of the fact that
the organising institution intends to contin-
ue organising two-day conferences of this
kind, there will still be a chance next year to
see to what extent the ability of Czech polit-
ical scientists to make public presentations
improves. According to Vít Hloušek, the edi-
tor of the conferences proceedings, the vol-
ume of papers should be published in the
summer and it will contain some additional
papers that were not presented at the con-
ference. Judging by the quality of the papers
that were presented, there is certainly much
to look forward to.

Lukáš Linek

Mutual Perceptions and Cross-Border
Experiences – Czechs and Germans
as Neighbours 
A one-day conference organised by the Centre
for Applied Science in Munich and the Institute
of Sociology, Academy of Sciences of the Czech
Republic, Ústí nad Labem, Munich, 3 February
2005

The current stage in Czech-German relations
may be described as calm. The political de-
bates relating to the points of historical con-
flict between the countries in the 20th cen-

tury have subsided, and senior politicians in
the Czech Republic and Germany have noth-
ing but praise for the current ‘conciliatory’
relations and openly proclaim that any
points of contention have been overcome. In
November 2004, at the Marion Dönhoff
Awards, the German Chancellor made a ref-
erence to Gesine Schwan, the German Social
Democratic Party’s (SPD) unsuccessful pres-
idential candidate, and to the need to pursue
‘politics of conciliation’ with the countries of
Central and Eastern Europe; but he noted
that this was ‘especially’ true with regard to
Poland. The Czech Republic appeared not to
be the focus of attention in German’s concil-
iatory efforts. It is indeed hard to say how far
Czech and German leaders have really suc-
ceeded in settling past conflicts and thus al-
so the future potential for conflict in the re-
lations between the two countries. It must al-
so be wondered to what extent the Czech Re-
public appears to Germans as a country of
relatively minor significance in comparison
with its Polish neighbour. It is as though it
the Czech Republic was or has become the
neighbouring country in which the German
public is not interested. 

In the interior of Germany there is a
clear lack of interest in the Czech Republic,
but not only there, and even in the border re-
gions of Bavaria this is the prevailing atti-
tude. This point was confirmed in the pre-
sentations that were made in a one-day con-
ference ‘How Czechs and Germans Define
Themselves and Perceive One Another as
Neighbours’, which was held on 3 February
2005 in the Centre for Applied Sciences
(CAP) at the University of Ludwig Maximil-
ian in Munich, and organised by CAP and
the Czech Border Regions Department of the
Institute of Sociology, Academy of Sciences
of the Czech Republic. The conference was
devoted to a discussion of some of the results
of the joint Czech-German project titled ‘His-
torical Milestones in Border-Region Identities
in Western Bohemia – Bavaria (How Czechs
and Germans Define Themselves and Per-
ceive One Another as Immediate Neigh-
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bours) (supported by the Volkswagen Stif-
tung Foundation) and it involved the partici-
pation of researchers involved in the project
from both research centres: PhDr. Václav
Houžvička, PhD., the coordinator of the pro-
ject, Mgr. Lukáš Novotný, M.A., a researcher
in the project, both from the Institute of Soci-
ology, and Dr. Michael Weigl, from the Centre
for Applied Science, along with a number of
other speakers.

One of the conclusions presented by
Lukáš Novotný and Michael Weigl in their
paper on ‘The Significance of “the Other” for
Regional Identity in the Czech-German Bor-
der Region’, which was based on historical
analyses and qualitative analyses of inter-
views conducted on both sides of the border,
was that a relatively large proportion of
Czechs and Bavarians view their neighbour
with disinterest and indifference. Novotný
and Weigl argued that only a small group of
the population actually take part in any ac-
tive cross-border dialogue, and on the Czech
side more so than the Bavarian those that are
involved are generally from the ranks of the
regional elites. But the majority of the popu-
lation on both sides of the border maintain a
position of remoteness and scepticism to-
wards their neighbour and towards activities
that may draw them into contact with each
other. Those Czechs and Bavarians who pre-
dominantly exhibit behaviour patterns of
‘indifference’ and ‘remoteness’ toward their
neighbour, tend to construct their local and
regional identity without any awareness of
the local and regional historical and tradi-
tional background. Conversely, behaviour
patterns of ‘accommodation’ considerably
more often coincide with a person’s histori-
cal and regional awareness. On the Czech
side, historical awareness has been undergo-
ing a transformation since 1989, in an effort
to rid itself of the influence of communist-
period propaganda and the Cold War image
of the German neighbour and to re-evaluate
and depict regional history without tenden-
tiousness or bias. On the Bavarian side – and
it should be noted that here too all sorts of

negative constructs about Czechs evolved
out of the confrontation between the West
and the East – the more Bavarians’ historical
awareness is linked to the notion of integra-
tion in a unified Europe, the more positive
their view of and identification with Czechs.
For example, in this context references are
made to the past and the shared medieval
trade routes between Bohemia and Bavaria
(e.g. the Golden Path).

The paper presented by Melanie Hof-
frath, from the Technical University in
Kaiserlautern, which focused on the rela-
tionships between the neighbouring border
communities of Strážný and Philippsreuth,
also confirmed that behaviour patterns of
‘accommodation’ are found only among a
minority of the population on both sides of
the border, while among the majority there
is a clear lack of interest in the neighbouring
country. Hoffrath argued that it is not possi-
ble to speak of any mediation space between
these two communities, as, despite their ge-
ographical proximity, there is practically no
communication between the two communi-
ties and their citizens, and on both sides
there is a predominant lack of knowledge
and interest about the other community. It is
primarily the inhabitants of Phillipsreuth
who visit Strážný, more so than the other
way around, but the purpose of such visits is
almost always shopping tourism, as the Ger-
man visitors go to Strážný to shop at the
cheap Vietnamese markets located there.
Each community has a distinct identity and
specific cultural standards, and this, along
with the language barrier, make the situation
between the communities and their mem-
bers even more complicated. According to
Hoffrath, if the space between the two com-
munities is to become a real mediation
space, it will requires more than just cross-
border activities conducted on an official
basis. To succeed in this it will first be nec-
essary to awaken a sense of interest among
the populations in their neighbour and foster
the potential for contacts between the two
sides. 
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Markéta Hahn, an advisor to firms oper-
ating in the Czech-German environment,
presented a paper titled ‘History, Politics,
Society: The Specifics of Czech-German Eco-
nomic Experience’, and pointed out that the
limited amount of interest each side has in
the neighbouring country complicates cross-
border cooperation. In the area of economic
cooperation she notes that often top man-
agers from Germany who are sent to the
Czech Republic are well aware of the rela-
tively rapid career advancement this signi-
fies for them, but they are much less aware
of what to expect in the other country and
what kind of differences they must be pre-
pared to encounter in the way of thinking of
local inhabitants. Czech mentality is foreign
to them, and they consequently often come
up against a lack of understanding and will-
ingness in the Czech community. Therefore,
Hahn particularly emphasised the need to
devote sufficient time and attention to devel-
oping inter-cultural skills in general and de-
veloping an awareness of the other country’s
cultural standards. German managers need
also to realise that the tough company rules
and matter-of-fact approach they are accus-
tomed to in German firms tend to run up
against a lack of understanding on the part
of their Czech colleagues. 

An important historical milestone in
Czech history was the year of the revolution
in 1989. Claudia Beier, a fresh graduate of
the CAP, presented a paper titled after a
well-known quotation from the German
writer Christa Wolf, ‘“Every Revolution also
Frees the Tongue” The Connection between
Language and Politics Based on the Velvet
Revolution’. The paper dealt with the
specifics in the style of communication be-
tween Czechs and Germans in the periods
before and after 1989. Beier used caricatures
and illustrated jokes as examples of Czech
linguistic humour typical for the period prior
to 1989. In the post-1989 she pointed out the
more frequent occurrence of English expres-
sions in Czech humour and presented exam-
ples of witty remarks by top Czech politi-

cians, especially Miloš Zeman, to demon-
strate that even after 1989 language contin-
ues to be an important political tool.

Although it was Miloš Zeman who in
2002 referred to the Sudeten Germans as
Hitler’s ‘Fifth Column’, resulting in a deteri-
oration in Czech-German relations and
prompting Chancellor Gerhard Schröder to
cancel his scheduled visit to the Czech Re-
public at that time, Birgit Vierling from the
University in Regensburg stated that the re-
lations between the two countries between
1998 and 2002 were nonetheless regarded as
smooth and normal. She noted that the
Sudeten German issue and the Temelín nu-
clear power plant both became contentious
issues in connection with the Czech Repub-
lic’s accession to the European Union, but
the German and Czech governments man-
aged to successfully handle both. Current re-
lations between the governments are consid-
ered good, though their are prevailing dis-
agreements, such as over the planned Euro-
pean Centre against Expulsions, which the
Czech side views with reservations (while
part of the political leadership in Germany
even backs establishing a ‘national’ version
of such a centre, without the involvement of
the other countries), or over how the Sude-
ten German issue is viewed from Prague and
Munich. 

In her paper on the integration of the
Czech Republic into the European Union,
Anne Sophie Kross of the University of Göt-
tingen discussed the ideas of František
Palacký, who described Czech history as re-
markable for the way in which it had signifi-
cantly shaped European history, but noted
that the country’s history had often been
negatively influenced by Germany. Kross
supported Palacký’s observation with histor-
ical evidence, but also cited the very recent
example of the accession process of the
Czech Republic to the EU, in which Ger-
many played an important role in many re-
spects, but in this case also became the
source of the Czech scepticism towards the
two-tier unification of Europe, where large
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countries can take advantage of their strong
position to the disadvantage of small coun-
tries. 

The conference confirmed the influence
of historical awareness on the formation of
national, regional, and micro-regional identi-
ty. The historical dimension influences the
way Czechs and Bavarians see one another
and their cross-border cooperation, which is
a reflection of more than just the 20th-centu-
ry past. Often other historical events from
much earlier periods appear as illustrative of
the contacts between Czechs and Germans
as neighbours, examples such as the inter-
linking network of medieval trade routes and
numerous religious connections. The further
back in time these historical events are (how-
ever much they may have had a clearly nega-
tive effect on the relationship at the time,
e.g. the Hussite movement), the less a source
of conflict in the co-existence of the two
countries they represent, and the more po-
tential there is to inscribe them with positive
content. Building neighbourly relations on
the basis of these historical references to har-
monious links represents a great challenge
for how Czechs and German perceive one
another. It is one of the paths toward closer
understanding and toward fulfilling the
goals of friendly and active neighbourly rela-
tions. 

Lukáš Novotný

Information on the Volume – Central
European Parliaments: The First Decade
of Democratic Experience and Future
Prospects, edited by Zdenka Mansfeldová,
David M. Olson, and Petra Rakušanová.
Prague 2004: Institute of Sociology AS CR

Edited volume entitled Central European Par-
liaments: The First Decade of Democratic Experi-
ence and Future Prospects is an edited volume
of conference proceedings containing papers
from an international workshop held in
Prague in November 2003. The workshop of

the same title brought together researchers
from eight Central and Eastern European
countries, and from Germany, Canada and
the United States, who specialise in parlia-
mentary studies dealing with Central and
Eastern Europe. Its main aim was to sum-
marise and assess the decade of parliamen-
tary research conducted by the Institute of
Sociology, Academy of Sciences of the Czech
Republic, and by other scientific institutions
in Central and Eastern European countries,
and to define research priorities for the next
decade in view of EU enlargement and the
changing parliamentary agenda. Participants
proposed a future research agenda that would
go beyond the isolated form of research on
national parliaments and their actors, which
dominated the past decade of research, by
launching international cooperative investi-
gations during the next decade and assess-
ing priorities in parliamentary research for
the coming years. Based on current trends in
the Czech parliament and on existing re-
search, attention was primarily paid to the
role of the parliaments of new EU member
states in the context of changes in the parlia-
mentary agenda, the role of individual par-
liaments in general, and the possible links
between national parliaments and the Euro-
pean Parliament.

The papers in the volume of proceedings
have been substantially re-worked by the au-
thors in cooperation with the editors, and
the content consequently goes beyond the
scope of presentations made at the work-
shop. The volume is divided into four sec-
tions. The first section, The Parliamentary Re-
search Agenda, presents current findings in
empirical research studies on parliaments
and parliamentarians in Central Europe and
Germany. Bernhard Wessels presents the re-
sults of a longitudinal comparative study of
German members of the parliament and
German members of the European Parlia-
ment. Zdenka Mansfeldová concentrates on
a description and analysis of the institution-
al framework and policy relations between
the Czech Parliament and the government.
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