
The main part of the exhibition is being prepared by a 
team of prominent Czech and foreign historians and art 
historians under the leadership of PhDr. Klára Benešovská, 
CSc., Head of the Department of Medieval Art of the Insti-
tute of Art History, the Academy of Sciences of the Czech 
Republic. The part of the exhibition, which is dedicated to 
Prague at the turn of the13th and 14th centuries, is being 
prepared by a team of experts from the municipal institu-
tions listed above and other professional consultants led 
by Mgr. Pavla Státníková, Chief Curator of the Prague City 
Museum collections.

The exhibition venue will be the Stone Bell House in Old 
Town Square, originally a Gothic municipal palace with a 
corner residential tower, which may be considered a part 
of the royal city residence adapted for the young royal 
couple after they arrived in Prague.
The exhibition will be installed in all the exhibition premi-
ses of the Stone Bell House, from the basement

The exhibition will be held on the occasion of the 
seven hundredth anniversary of John of Luxembourg’s 
ascent to the Bohemian throne after his marriage to 
Princess Elisabeth Premyslid of Bohemia
(September 1, 1310 in Speyer; the couple was crowned in 
Prague on February 7, 1311).

The exhibition is organized by the Prague City
Museum, the City Gallery Prague and the Prague City
Archives with support from the Prague City Hall.
The exhibition will be held under the auspices of
the Mayor of Prague, Pavel Bém and the Mayor of
Luxembourg City, Paul Hellminger.

His Excellency Ambassador Jean Faltz of the Grand
Duchy of Luxembourg in the Czech Republic and His
Eminence Cardinal Miloslav Vlk, Archbishop Emeritus
of Prague, have also kindly provided the auspices over
the exhibition.

The exhibition is organized in cooperation with the
National Museum (Prague) and the National Museum
in Wroclaw, with support of the Institute of Art History 
of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic and 
the Polish Institute in Prague.
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to the second fl oor. The fi rst fl oor will commemorate 
the fi rst King of Bohemia from the Luxembourg line and 
his family. It will also introduce Queen Elisabeth and her 
Premyslid roots as well as the main protagonists of the 
royal court. The historical context will be presented on 
the second fl oor, where visitors will fi nd architecture of 
Prague’s built-up areas between Prague and Vyšehrad 
castles in 1310. Visitors will also learn about the lifestyle of 
Prague residents in the late 13th and early 14th centuries.

The architecture of the Stone Bell House off ers irrepla-
ceable authentic premises for this historical event, inclu-
ding original wall paintings and fragments of sculptures 
decorating the facade and interiors. Visitors will have an 
opportunity to view the original Gothic cellars and to 
trace the architectural development of the Stone Bell 
House, including the enlargement of the terrain and built-
up area of this part of Old Town Square where the house 
was erected in the late 13th and early 14th century.



The painting and sculpture decoration from the time 
of John of Luxembourg’s ascent to the throne will be 
presented at several places. The wall paintings in the 
ground fl oor chapel will allow the visitors to acknowledge 
the spiritual world of its inhabitants, while the torsi of 
royal statues and infantry knights from the facade will 
show the high quality of sculpture art in Prague at that 
time.

While the Stone Bell House constitutes the primary 
exhibit, other objects such as goldsmithery products, 
illuminated manuscripts and archival documents will also 
be displayed. The highlight will be the Bohemian royal 
treasure found in Środa Śląska, whose most precious 
object – the wedding crown – was chosen to be the exhi-
bition’s emblem. Visitors will be able to admire the beauty 
of royal seals and goldsmithery, learn about troves of 
coins hidden in and outside of Prague in John’s time, 
and pause in the originally private chapel to absorb the 
beauty of the rare reliquaries made by Prague goldsmi-
ths. Visitors will behold illuminated manuscripts from 
that period and follow the dramatic events of John of 
Luxembourg’s family during their campaign to acquire 
the crown of the Holy Roman Empire in 1310–1313, as 
depicted in the pictorial chronicle commissioned by 
Archbishop of Trier, Baldwin of Luxembourg, brother of 
Emperor Henry VII.

The section dedicated to the residents of Prague’s towns, 
castles and related locations of that time will document 
everyday life through objects of daily use, found mostly 
during the archaeological excavations, fragments of 
buildings, written documents, some works of art and 
also via the presentation of physical models and compu-
ter animation.
The loans will be provided by many renowned Czech and 
foreign institutions. The exhibition catalogue and exhibi-
tion guide will be published; an extensive accompanying 
program will also be prepared.

Prior to the opening of the exhibition in the Stone Bell 
House, a preliminary part of the exhibition will be opened 
in September 2010. It will be organised by the Lapidarium 
of the National Museum at Výstaviště, Prague 7 – Holešo-
vice. The exhibition will focus on stone sculpturing and 
architectural decoration during
the reign of the last Premyslids and fi rst Luxembourgs.
In the decoration details, the extinct Prague churches of 
St. Benedict and St. Valentine will revive along with the 
royal burial site of the last Premyslids at Zbraslav, the Cyri-
ac Monastery of the Holy Cross, and the Benedictine Mo-
nastery at Ostrov near Davle. Engraved portraits of Prague 
residents, such as Premyslid Princess Guta, the knights of 
the Lords of Lipá, and clerical prelates will be presented. 
Sculpture fragments will be compared with the monu-
mentalized reliefs of the seals. PhDr. Dana Stehlíková, CSc 
is the curator of the exhibition.
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