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Consequences of being rich: wealth and population  

are key drivers of invasive species in Europe

A new study of biological invasions in Europe found they were linked not so much to changes in climate 

or land cover, but to two dominant factors – more money and more people. Wealth and population 

density, along with an increase in international trade and commerce, were the forces most strongly 

associated with invasive species that can disrupt ecosystems and cause severe ecological or agricultural 
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