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El Golem por Jorge Luis Borges

Si teomao el griego afirma en ¢l Cratilo)
¢l pombre ex arquetipo de la cosa,

en las letras de moxa estd a rosa

v laxlo el Nibo en la palabm MNilia,

Y. hecho de consonantes v vocales,
habed un terrible Nombre, que la esencia
cifire de Dios y que la Dmnipeencia
gawrde en letras v silabas cabales.

Aulin y las estrellas o supieron

en el Jardin, La berrumbre del pecado
{dicen los cabalisias) bo ha borrado

y las genemciones ki perdienon,

Laos anificies ¥ el candor del hombre

nak tienen fin. Sabemaos que hubo un dia

en que ¢l pueblo de Dios buscaba el Nombre
en las vigilias de In juderia,

No a la manera de olras que una vaga
somibra insimiban en la vaga historia,
aln el verde ¥ viva la memoria

e Judd Leda, que era rabino en Praga.

Sediento die saber lo gque Dios sabe,
Judd Ledan se dio a permutaciones
e betras ¥ o complejas vanaciones.

¥ al fin pronuncid el Nombre que es Lo Clave,

la Pueria, el Eco, ¢l Hodsped y el Palacio,
wibie un Aniieco G G0N Wapes manaos
labrd, para ensefiarie los arcanos

de las Letras, del Tiempo vy del Expacio,

El simulicro aled bos sofolientos
piapados ¥ vio formas ¥ colones

que no entendid, perdidos en rumores,
¥ ensayl IMenosos moyimienios.

Ciradualmenie s¢ vio (oMo nosolRos)
aprisionado en estn red sonom

de Antes, Despuds, Aver. Mientras, Ahor,
Derecha, lzquierda, Yo, Th, Aquellos, Duros.

El cabalisa que ofickd de mumen

a ln vasta crismburn apodd Gobem;
{Estas verdades las refiere Schalem
en un docto lugar de su volamen. )

[El mabi e explicaba el universo

“Estoes mi pie: esto el tuyvo: esto la soga”™
v lognd, al cabo de afios. que el perverso
barriera bien o mal ks sinagogn.

Tal ver hisha un ermor en la gn‘lﬁa

o en la articulacion del Sacro Nombre;

a pesar de o alta hechiceria,

na aprendii a hablar el aprendii de hombre

Sus ojos, menos de hombre que de permo
y haro menos de permo gue de cosa,
seguian al rabi por la dudosa

penumbra de las pleras del enciermo,

Algo anormal v tsco hubo en el Golem,
ya que a su paso el gato del rabino

se escomiia. (Ese gato no esid en Scholem
pero, o traviés del tempo, bo adivino,)

Elevando a su Dios manos filiales,
las devociones de su Dios copiaba
o, estipado v sonnenle. se ahuecaba
en concavie milemas onentales,

El rabi lu miraba con ternun

y con algin horror. < Cdme (se dijo)
e pagendrar exte penoso hifo

vl imaccice defe, que ex le condiora?

& Por qud di en agregar a la mfinia
serie in simbolo mds? LPor quad o b vama
musdefa que en lo elerma e devi,

o eitr conesa, offe efecto v ofra culto®

En la hora de angustia v de loz vaga,
en su Golem los ojos detenin.

i (anén mos dird las cosas e sgefilia
Dyors, al mirar o su rabino en Pruga?
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Pokud - jak onen Rek v Kratyla pravil -
podstata vici se ve jménd skryvi,
pak sama ride v t&ch hliskich plebyva
a slovo Nil stadi nihradou za Nil

Souhlisky jenom se¢ s vokily spoji,
Jou také Shami Jména stradlivého,
kieré Boha znadi a Viemocného

v beachybnych slabikich a hliskich taji.

Adam o bvdady v zahradi vEJEH,
jak mi znit. Pravi viak o tom kabala -
rez jejich hiichi je navady smazala
a generace je pak zapomnély,

Diivtip a berelsinost teprve smrti
bymow. Tak jednoha dne, sioji psano,
bk lid, jedré me? nastabo rino,

to Sk hiledal po Eidovské Etvrti.

Piibéhy mnohé se hali do stind,

viak mezi nimi je bento vyjimka,
Stile je svéE a Fiva vepominka

na Livwa, pfedniho 2 pralskych rabind.

Jisda Livw byl hndn po védénd chtidem
bokskych pravd. Pustil se do permutaci
pismen a do komplexnich variaci,
al shovo pronesl, keeré je Klitem,

Crrvenou, Paldcem, Spriveem a Branou,
nad loutkou nestviimon, neladmych tvard,
jik savofil a dopdar hodlal ji dard.
kterymi Pismo, Cas a Prostor shymou,

Fjeveni s ndmahou svi vicka zvedlo
a wary spatfilo zvliding zbarvené,
nepachopitelng, v hluku sracens,
nékolik bielivieh polybd svedlo,

Postupng uviizlo ve stejné siti

Jako my, v i€ siti peved a hlutné

Predtim, Potom, Veera, Zatim, Ted, U2 ne,
Pravii a Levi, J4, Ty, Dalii, Tam:i.

Ten kabalista i dal bodskeé cile

a pokitil obrovské stvofend Golem,
(Mezvratnd hovedi k ném o tom Solem
na jednom uleném mistd v svém dile.)

Rabin ho udil v3e o tomto svid:
wTohle je provaz a tady mas nohu,”
takde ten bezbolnik po milo letech
umé] zhruba rametat synagogu.

Mokni Je chyba do zipisu vklouzla
nebo phi vyiden! Svatého Jména -
pies viechna velikd, nesmimd kouzla
ten uled Elovika midel jak péna.

A jeho pohled, spis psi nedli lidsky,
JeME spis ndjaké vici, ne? psi,
shedoval rabina, stile nejisty
sviravou temnotau Serych mistnosti.

ZvldSind a hrozivé vypadal Golem,

i kocour rabindiv dostival z néj tfas.
{0 kocourovi sice mIci Solem,

aviak domylim si jej sim skrre Sas.)

Ke svému Bohu synovské své advihal
ruce a napadobil uctivini,

nebo v dklondch a2 orientilnich

ve smichu se ten prostifek prohybal.

Z pohledu rabina zéfila néha

a trochu hnlza - vidy! je to mi vina,
#e jsem si stvofil tak rapného syna,
nedinnost opustil, v nil je rozvaha,

Prot jsem jen prodioulil bez konce piizi
mamého klubka, Co? neni jik dosti
dlouhi ta symbolii fada 2 viEnosti,

Je phidal jsem popud, 6fin a viei?

V hoding dzkosti a matnych sviel
zastavil s¢ zrakem na Golemovi.

Co citil v 1& chvili Bih, kdo nim povi,
na svitho rabina 7 Prahy kdy? hled#l?
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If, as the Greek maintains in the Cratvls,

a name is the archetype of the thing.

thee rose is in the lepers that spell nine

and the Nile entire resoands in its nume’s ring.

So, composad of consonants and vowels,
there must exist o awe-inspiring wond

that Goad inheres in <that, when spoken, belds
Almightiness in syllables unsarred.

Adam knew it in the Garden, so disd the stars.,
The sty work of sin, so the cabbalius say.
obliternted it comphetely;

i generation has founsd it to this day.

The cunning and naivete of men

are limitless, Wi know there came a e
whien God's people, scarching for the Name,
toiled in the ghetto, matching rhyme 1o thyme

Omie memsory stands out, unlike the rest-

dim shapes alwuys fading from time's dim log.
Still fresh and preen the memory persisis

of Judah Letn, a rabbi once in Prague.

Thirsty 1o know things only known to God,
Judah Ledn, shulfled letters endlessly,

trying them out in subtle combinations

1ill 3 last he uilened the Name that is the Koy,

the Gane, the Echo, the Landlond, and the Mansion,
over a dammy which, with fingers wanting grace,
he fashioned, thinking 1o teach it the arcana

of Words and Letvers and of Time and Space.

The ssmulacram lifted its deowsy lids

andl. much bewildered, ook in color and shape
in a Noating world of sounds. Following this,
it hesitantly took a timid step.

Linde by bitle it found iself, like us,

caught in the reverberating well

of After, Before, Yestenday, Meanwhile, Now,
You, Me, Those, the Others, Right and Left.

That cabbalist who played at being God

gave his spacey offspring the nickname Golem,
{In a leamed passage of hix volume,

these truths have been comveved to us by Sholem, )

To it the rabbd would explain the universe-
“This is my foot, this yours, this is a chog™
wear in, vear oul, untal the spiteful thing
rewanded him by sweeping the synagogue.

Pethaps the sacnod name had been miscpelled
of im its unering been jumbled or too weak.
The potent soecery never ook effect:

man's apprentice never leamed 10 speak

l1s eyes, less human than doglike in their look,
and even bess a dog's than eves af a thing,
wonild follow every move the rabbs made
whout o conlinement always gloomy and dim.

Something coarse and shnommal was in the Golem,
Tor the mbbi's cat, as soon as it moved about,
wonld run afl and hide. (There's no cat in Schobem
but across the gull of time | make one oul.)

Lifting wp 1o its Goxd ats filial hamds,

It aped s master's devitions-even the least-
or, with a stupid smile, would bend far over

In comcave salaames the way men do in the East

The rabbi watched it fondly and not a liatle
alarmed as be wondered: “How could [ bring
such a sorry creature o this workd

and give up my betsure, surcly the wisest thing™

What msde me supplement the endless series
of symbols with one more? Why add in vain
1o the keotty skein always unmaveling
another cawse and effect, with not one gain™

In his howr of anguish and uncenmin light,

upon his Golem his eyes wouald come 10 nest,
Whao is 1o say what God must have been feeling,
Looking down and sezing Hix rmbbi so distressed?

-ATS.



