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Defining the gap

 The tangible, material dimensions of
contemporary post-communist urban
transformations have been widely studied by
social scientists

 Comparatively less has been written about
the manner in which ideological, discursive
and political imaginations of urban space
Influence, and are influenced by, the
production of post-communist cityscapes




What 1s ‘discourse’?

« A system of statements and practices of
representation that defines meaning and
reasoning (Hall, 1997; Lefebvre, 1974/91)

* Inthe post-communist urban context: the
manner in which the media, experts,
politicians, policy-makers and residents use
Images, texts, language etc. when referring
to new socio-spatial formations




The key question ...

 How might discourses be
implicated in the rise of new
soclo-spatial formations in post-
communist cities?

 Why does this matter?




The ‘enlightened’ suburb

Individual freedom and choice

Escape from the social mix of
post-communist housing estates

Clean, peaceful, well-organised:
getting back in touch with nature

Auto-mobility =
S suburban housing estate in
atowice
B UT Source: www.4321.co.il

Lack of critical attention

Discursive production of values and aspirations
remains unexplored


http://www.4321.co.il

The ‘passive’ and
‘stagnating’ inner city

Press representation of working-class

areas in Poland (Stenning, 2005):

— ‘feckless’

— ‘dependent’

— ‘passive’

— ‘lacking entrepreneurship’

— ‘unable to adapt to the new economic
situation’

Consistent with early analyses of post-

communist urban change

Inner-city Krakow
B UT Source: http://foto.westu.info/

What is the role of the press, politicians and
experts in creating new spaces of exclusion?


http://foto.westu.info/

The ‘sexy’ urban core

Example: parts of the historical
centre of Budapest
described as:

e ‘the district of business and
trade’

« ‘the district of dynamism and
renewal’

* ‘where the city’s finest sleep’
« ‘district of great potentials’, etc.

BUT:

What are the political and
economic interests behind
these particular
representations?

Where the City’s Finest Skeep

Tha hills of Buda have taditooally bean the
favonrite nedghbourhood of the well-to-do. The
bast places have a beodifl view of'the =y o
thie woods, and wery often have 2 ganden that
alveady boks Bee o pak = jod ten mondes
drive from the clly cartm,

However this area & umally flly priced and
thier: is 4 limied oom forgrowth

District of Business and Trade

This district has sheown the nst mpresste
change i the last 15 yeas. The nan down
factory sdes have Been mplused by offie
buldings and shopping malls and  new
respdentia] developmerts s siving the people
domng busingss hure. Hs aleage area and there is
still a bt of potertial for gaourth.

This district s owe of the biggest and prives
vary very sipdficatly depending onthe acheal
loeation. Lwoious yivaside spartments may
be selling over two toues the peice of good
quality vew developmerts a fow sheets in, and

View Property

The heart of Budapesi

Undobbedly Distict 5 is histoonrally the most
axparvive atea of Budapes. The balings are
sismilar in dedign to thede in the mer Dithicts
6,7 and &, however price per squaze metee hase
can eily be 2030% higher than in
neighbounng didncts,

Thee v i that prices are now too high fo the
wast mapordy of Hungaas

Wikt led to an ivdhue of neor Hiangarisn bujpers
v prrsbly  the  ditnic’  catulty,
watehasivity, ricovess of momuvertal dtradion,
closaness of e Dambe and the mlatively
good condition of many of the blocks, all for a
bargain commpared fo prices at hoone

View Property

http://www.sunshineesta

tes.net

i

District of Dynamism and Renewal

The Distnd has sgobly led the way m
Budspest’s swercdy redevebpment, This
eplumd o am oested why the distvict has
attracied & larger wamber of foreign prperty
investers Dust year thn sy ether pat of the
city.

Tha rise of average price par square mater of
residential properties in this distet has been
the mod dyrumie i the capfal, The pmperty
parchase  agreewerts  conchided  hebwesn
Jamaary 200 and Jumaey 2008 indicsde 2
nostimial vake Bmesse of 539 for this pernd
Acecmling to the amabres the apprecistom
experierced earler wall combime at the same
pace forthe ned 45 pears b oome,

Aoverage prices per square metre pre il o bad
3t dizcowrt to the same quality apatments m
district & amd 7, heweewsr vrenside partheose
apatents = Hoe in Didnict 13« e s0ld over
torn times the district average prices.

View Property

higher peeminion over other  new
develbpmerts frther fiom the ey centre.

Traly dowrdovn ares with a bt of polertials,
Grand Booalevards with five redamants, cabs,
shops, theatzes, and side stoests with traddioml
vesiderfial aveas. The new develipeents and
rebubilitetion projects here mine the ol with
e and defining & mew urhan qualiy of life

Proparty prices vay quite signdficatly withn
the district. The muer pats of thes dubicks we
the mod ecersive dowrdowm amws after
Distriet 5 and rivewside loestions bt still
provide a god gowth potadial. On the ofhe
hard, these apatmerds can be reted ont very
qasly awumg condtat mdd moome o the
inomatoy.

Dis

The vew flabs being condmcted, wot jut m
rehubilitetion aeas but acess the meddle of the
district, are soume of the cheapest new-build in
the city. Several developers are offerig new
flats, vot fir from the ey cebre for with 20-
40% diseourt compared fo the neighbouring
Distact 9 or ke than Jalf prce o moee
prestiEran Aveas

The other fictey beside the vehahildstion
pogram which bemg a high  capaal
appreciation potenial to the Didrnct 1 the
realisation of the 4th Mot hne which i
planred to be up and rorwing by 2000, This
metie live will nm thugh Dishict 3 nubing
the area easily accessible fom other pats of
the edty



http://www.sunshineesta

Controversial
soclalist housing
estates

e ‘the slums of the 21st century’
(Szelenyi, 1996)7

e Culturally iconic

« Seen in an increasingly favourable
light

e Upscale infill developments

BUT:

« How have representations of
urban space shaped, and been
shaped by the residential
attractiveness of such areas?

Bretowska Brama

http://ii.forum.mojeosiedle.pl



http://ii.forum.mojeosiedle.pl

We should study discourses in
the post-communist urban
settings because:

We lack a common framework to understand them

They are ‘sunk’ in relations of power and have
mayjor social justice implications

They are path-shaping (result in inefficient lock-
INs)

We produce them ourselves!




