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International academic conference
Heroes and Villains of the Visegrad Countries' National History
in the Historiographical Reflections of Neighbours

The ups and downs of the history of central Europe have played important roles not
only in the development of the region, but also throughout Europe. The countries that form
the Visegrad Group are linked by a shared history. They developed in changing state
formations and experienced various forms of relations, cooperation, and alliances, as well as
competition, rivalry, and enmity. Historical legacies of course influence the means by which
one perceives the other. The freedom that we achieved in late 1989 has enabled us to talk
freely and to reflect on the shared problems which that history has bequeathed to us, and to
search for commonly acceptable solutions. Though that does not always mean the
acceptance of the other’s attitudes and views, we should at least endeavour to listen to the
arguments of the other side and to try and understand them. Twenty years of free research
and debate has led to new knowledge. Though perhaps the greatest frictions have been
smoothed over, historians from these countries still have a great deal of work to do in the
search for mutually accepted interpretations of the history of our part of Europe.

The conference will bring together historians from the countries of the Visegrad Group
to discuss problems linked to the different perceptions of our shared history. The main topics
of discussion will be the people and events that have, across state and regional boundaries,
called forth different, often contradictory interpretations and assessments. The medieval
rulers, the founders and destroyers of modern states, the revolutionaries, and the fighters for
freedom and independence have already been subjects of detailed historical research, and
one can carry on highly sophisticated discussions about how and why they are perceived
and assessed differently in the individual countries of central Europe. But there are other
topics, for example, the fate of Janos Esterhazy the leading ethnic Hungarian politician in the
former Czechoslovakia, for which only a common discussion can help to determine the
outlines of future research. Discussion of such subjects, sometimes more, sometimes less
controversial, will certainly be useful for us, but also may well be an important, inspiring
signal to the surrounding world, informing it that even though the Visegrad countries may
have problems with their shared history, we are willing and able to listen to each other and to
discuss, without bitterness or bias, even considerably problematic topics.

Déjiny stfedni Evropy nesly s sebou vzestupy a pady, jez hraly dilezitou roli nejen
ve vyvoji tohoto regionu, ale celé Evropy. Zemé, jeZ tvofi Visegradskou skupinu, jsou
propojeny spole¢nou historii. Vyvijely se v proméniujicich se statnich formacich a prochazely
riznymi podobami vztahu spoluprace a spojenectvi i konkurence a nepratelstvi. Historické
dédictvi pochopitelné ovlivnilo zpisob, jakym vnimame jeden druhého. Svoboda, které jsme



doséhli v roce 1989, nam umozniuje mluvit a uvazovat svobodné o spole€nych problémech,
které nam historie zanechala, a nachazet feSeni, jez jsou obecné pfijatelna. | kdyz to vzdy
nemusi znamenat pfijeti cizich postoju a nazort, méli bychom se aspori snazit naslouchat

a rozumét argumentim druhé strany. Dvacet let svobodného badani a diskusi pfineslo nové
poznani. | kdyz se snad nejostfejSi tfeci plochy podafilo otupit, maiji historici stale dost prace
na poli hledani spoleénych interpretaci déjin nasi ¢asti Evropy.

Konference svede dohromady historiky ze zemi Visegradské skupiny, aby diskutovali
problémy spojené s rozdilnym vnimanim nasi spole¢né historie. Hlavnim tématem diskuse
budou osobnosti a udalosti, které pres hranice vyvolavaji odlisné, ¢asto protichidné
interpretace a hodnoceni. Stredovéci panovnici, novovéci zakladatelé i bofitelé statu,
revolucionafi, bojovnici za svobodu a nezavislost byli tématem podrobného historického
badani a je mozné vést velmi sofistikovanou diskusi, jak a pro€ ridzné jsou vnimani a
hodnoceni v jednotlivych zemich stfedni Evropy. Existuji i témata (napf. zivotni osudy
vyznamného politika madarské mensiny Janose Esterhazyho), kde teprve spole¢na debata
pomUze narysovat zadouci linie budouciho badani. Debata o takovych, nékdy vice, nékdy
méneé kontroverznich tématech, bude jisté uziteCna nejen pro nas samotné, ale maze byt i
dalezitym a inspirujicim signalem pro okolni svét, ze jakkoli visegradské zemé mohou mit
problémy se spole¢nou historii, jsme schopni a ochotni si navzajem naslouchat a spole¢né
diskutovat, sine ira et studio, i znacné problematicka témata.
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