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Franz Xaver Messerschmidt:  
the Hogarth of Sculpture  

This paper shall interpret Messerschmidt�’s famous �“Character Heads�” by examining his 

relationship to two contemporaries, the English Painter William Hogarth (1697�–1764) and 

the Göttingen-based mathematician and physicist Georg Christoph Lichtenberg (1742�–

1799). By examining the role of the face in the activities of the three personages can 

explain the interconnected dimensions of eighteenth-century visual satire expressive face. 
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