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of the CAS adopted a statement 
which said: 

What we have experienced in the last 
few days can never be erased from our 
memories, although perhaps, we shall 
be forced to be silent about our feelings 
and our thoughts. In our future work we 
shall continue to be guided by the prin- 
ciple that the duty of learning and of 
scholars i s  to seek truth, and truth alone, 
and steadfastly to defend that truth. 

Comparing the years from 1963 to 
1968 with the subsequent five year 
term, 1969 to 1974, the latter period 
appears as a time of unprecedented 
decline and destruction of Czecho- 
slovak science. 

The late Josef Smrkovskf fre- 
quently insisted in the last years of 
his life that lists of all persecuted 
intellectuals and experts ought to be 
compiled and presented ,as an in- 
dictment of Gustav Musak's "nor- 
malized" regime.* Alexander Dub- 

~ 

*SmrkovskJ was chairman of the Czecho- 
slovak Parliament in 1968 and a member of 
the presidium of the Communist Party in 
Czechoslovakia. 

Zek expressed a similar idea in his 
letter to the Federal Assembly, "I 
could mention the names . . . of na- 
tional artists, academicians . . . 
writers, actors and musicians. . . . 
But how to find the time and space 
to compile a list of all the political 
and creative forces that have been 
st if led?" 

Although we have no such lists as 
yet, I wil l  try nevertheless to contrib- 
ute to an objective analysis of the 
current situation in the CAS. 
Institutionalized Ignorance 

The destruction of Czechoslovak 
science in the 1970s has proceeded 
slowly but systematically, not lack- 
ing, however, a "legal" basis. The 
catastrophe started with seemingly 
innocent and, at first glance, insig- 
nificant changes in the laws. By the 
original law on the Czechoslovak 
Academy of Science and its statutes, 
the Academy enjoyed considerable 
autonomy. These provided that 
membership was by election of its 
General Assembly and only ap- 
proved by the government; the 

Academy was directed by a Presidi- 
um, elected by the General Assem- 
bly; members of the Presidium had 
to be members of the Academy and 
the chairman and vice-chairmen 
had to be full members; the scientif- 
ic staff had permanent contracts of 
employment; and the director of the 
CAS was to be a leading, active 
scientific worker. 

The amended law on the CAS and 
the new statutes, from 1970, de- 
prived the Academy of a substantial 
part of its autonomy, and also lega- 
lized the downgrading of the qualifi- 
cations of its members. According to 
the new provisions, the vice- 
chairmen are no longer required to 
be full members of the Academy, 
and the general secretary is not even 
required to be a member; the direc- 
tor of a scientific institute i s  no 
longer required to be a "leading, 
active scientific worker"; and scien- 
tific workers were no longer to be 
given permanent contracts. In tact, 
the 1970 law provides that workers 
be engaged for no more than 4 
years.* 

The Academy's loss of autonomy 
and prestige has, in fact, been great- 
er than might be supposed merely in 
the light of the changes in the laws. 
Outright opportunists have found 
their way into the Academy, ready 
to obey political instructions without 
a murmur. 

In place of Academician Frantigek 
Sorm, Academician Jaroslav KoZe'eS- 
nfk was appointed as Chairman of 
the Academy, the positions of vice- 
chairmen were occupied by Acade- 
micians Bohumir Rosickf and . J. 
Poullk, both members nominated by 
the Government. Poulfk, an archae- 
ologist, is known to the public chief- 
ly on account of various servile arti- 
cles and speeches; he has referred, 
for instance, in Rudbprdvo, thedaily 
newspaper published by the Com- 
munist Party in Prague, of Feb. 20, 
1973, to the primitive propaganda 
pamphlet "Lessons of the Crisis De- 
velopment" as a source of "perma- 

*The law on the Czechoslovak Academy of 
Sciences was written in 1963 (no. 54 Sb) and 
the statutes of the CAS were approved by the 
government on Dec. 20, 1963 (no. 1071). 

The amended law was written in 1970 
(26/1970 Sb) and the new statutes approved 
by the government on .Oct. 25, 1970 (no. 
254). 
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nently valid ideas and theoretical 
lessons" for scholars in all fields. 

The post of general secretary of 
the Academy was filled by Ing. Karel 
Friml, who at the time of his ap- 
pointment held no postgraduate de- 
gree. Of the eighteen Presidium 
members appointed by the govern- 
ment in 1970, eleven were Acade- 
my members only by virtue of gov- 
ernment nomination. 

The increased concern for the ide- 
ological purity and political blame- 
lessness of academicians was dis- 
played, for instance in the affidavit 
which all Academy members had to 
fill out in 1971: 

I declare that (a) none of my relatives, or 
my wife's nearest relatives are resident 
since 1968 abroad; (b) there has been no 
change in the case of myself and my wife 
(or children) since 1968 ,in membership 
of the Communist Party of Czechoslova- 
kia. Alternatively, amend in accordance 
with the facts. 

At the end of 1971, seven Acade- 
my members . were deprived of 
membership because they had emi- 

grated. At the same time, the gov- 
ernment nominated 20 Academi- 
cians and corresponding members, 
which amounted to about 10 per- 
cent of the total. On Nov. 17, 1972 
this deformed Academy "elected" 
as foreign members seven Soviet 
scholars and seven from the so- 
called socialist countries-evidently 
as a token of gratitude for the occu- 
pation of the CAS in August 1968. 
The number of foreign members of 
the Academy was thereby inflated 
from 22 to 36. 

The less strict provisions regarding 
the management of institutes were 
rapidly employed in purging them; 
all directors of CAS institutes were 
removed from their posts by June 
30, 1970. And to leave no doubt, 
V&tn;k ZsAv-the official journal 
of the Academy-announced that 
"the final appointments to the posts 
of institute directors wil l be made 
according to the designated l i s t  and 
in close association with Party or- 
gans." 

The new director of the Institute of 
Nuclear Physics, Jaroslav Pro- 
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chdzka, wi l l  undoubtedly be re- 
membered in the history of Czecho- 
slovak science for the oft-repeated 
remark: "I would throw out even 
Einstein if his political views were 
not quite in order!" At the head of 
the Microbiological Institute of the 
CAS is  an engineer, Vladislav 
Zalabik, whose fraudulent attempt 
to acquire an academic title was 
investigated and condemned prior 
to 1968. 

The newly-introduced provision 
on contracts of employment created 
a formal legal instrument for unprec- 
edented harassment of Czechoslo- 
vak scholars. The provision amount- 
ed to the mass dismissal of every- 
one, from holders of Ph.D. degrees 
to full members of the Academy and 
professors. This unparalleled meas- 
ure, which was in contravention of 
Czechoslovak labor legislation, cre- 
ated an almost grotesque situation. 
Whereas the administrative and 
technical staff and also the younger 
scientists who had lacked either 
time or ability to acquire academic 
titles retained their permanent con- 
tracts, the status of the older, experi- 
enced scientists and scholars was 
comparable to that of seasonal 
workers in agriculture. The prime 
considerations in deciding the 
length of contracts were political 
views and dctivity during 1968 and 
1969; officials of the Party had the 
main say. Scientific work and results 
played little or no part. Only a few 
workers, Communi st Party members 
who had passed the screenings, 
were given four-year contracts. 
Those who had been expelled or 
struck off the list of Party members 
were hired on contracts of 6 to 12 
months or for 1 to 3 years. 

A number of internationally 
known scholars were ignominiously 
retained at their workplaces year 
after year on the basis of contracts 
covering a few months, at most a 
year, finally to be driven into retire- 
ment with the aid of the contract 
mechanism. We may cite the sinolo- 
gist Academician Jaroslav PrXek, 
microbiologist Academician Ivan 
Malek, biochemist Academician 
\sorm, chemist Academician 0. 
Wichterle, historian Academician 
Josef Macek, corresponding mem- 
ber Ji i i  HAjek, corresponding mem- 
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ber Karel Rayka and many others. 
The contract system remains in 

force; the older scientists have no 
social security whatever, as any at- 
tempt at an independent attitude or 
critical thinking may earn them the 
swift punishment of withdrawal of 
contract. It should be emphasized 
that the system of employment con- 
tracts in socialist countries, where 
all institutions concerned with sci- 
ence are under the central control of 
the Party-and Czechoslovakia is, in 
addition, a small country where 
some branches of science are con- 
fined to a single institute, and there 
i s  no possibility to seek work 
abroad-do not serve in any way, as 
they do in the West, to stimulate 
scientific work. On the contrary, 
they serve solely for repressive pur- 
poses. 

Another mechanism has been 
used for dismissing people. In 1970 
and 1971 several social science in- 
stitutes of the Academy were dis- 
banded (and at the universities, all 
departments of Marxism-Leninism); 
only obedient and politically- 

screened staff were admitted to the 
newly established or reorganized in- 
stitutes. 

Statistical Data 

Although statistics about the situa- 
tion in the CAS have been carefully 
concealed since 1970, some inter- 
esting facts can be gleaned from 
official statements and other publi- 
cations. I. have relied mainly on the 
CAS yearbooks, the journal Veannik 
ESAV (1965-1974) and also on the 
remarkable pamphlet, "Facts about 
the CAS in socialist Czechoslova- 
kia" which was published by the 
Academy in November 1971 as ma- 
terial for the election campaign. 

Figure 1 shows the trend in the 
numbers of scientific workers of the 
CAS. Although the government ap- 
proved in 1967 a planned level of 
4,000 scientific workers for 1980, 
the curve shows a clear break after 
1970, caused not by economics but 
by purely political actions: emigra- 
tion, dismissals and reorganization 
in the Academy. 

Typical is the graph showing for- 
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Source: "Facts abdut the CAS in Socialist Czechoslovakia," V&Mk CSAV (1965-1 974). 

eign contacts. Figure 2 illustrates the 
number of scientific workers ex- 
changed in both directions within 
the framework of the CAS annually. 
Following the occupation of Czech- 
oslovakia, even contacts with the 
so-called socialist countries were 
drastically restricted. Untortunately 
we have no figures for 1970 to 1972 
when the main administrative limi- 
tation in the area of foreign relations 
came into force; there can be no 
doubt that they would show an even 
more drastic picture. 

The substantial limitation of 
Czechoslovakia's scientific contacts 
with other countries can also be 
documented. Whereas Czechoslo- 
vak scientists participated in almost 
all the major foreign congresses up 
to 1968, in the years 1970 to 1973 
there was no representation at al l  at 
many important conferences. For in- 
stance, at the 5th International Con- 
ference on High Energy Physics and 
Nuclear Structure (Uppsala 1973) 
there were 10 representatives from 
the Soviet Union, 16 from the so- 
cialist countries, but not one from 
Czechoslovakia. Similarly at the In- 
ternational Conference on Nuclear 
Structure and Spectroscopy (Amster- 
dam 1974), where the Soviet Union 
and the other socialist countries 
were represented by 20 scientists, 
there were again none from Czecho- 
slovakia. Some of the big interna- 
tional scientific congresses due to be 
held in Czechoslovakia have been 
transferred elsewhere. For example, 
the third Europhysical Congress was 
to have met in autumn 1975 in 
Prague; it has been held in Buchar- 
est. 

The election pamphlet referred to 
above ventures to show the conse- 
quences of normalization also in 
relation to the output of the CAS 
publishers, Academia, which, evi- 
dently as a result of the restrictive 
measures and the reintroduction of 
censorship, sank in 1970 below the 
1953 level in numbers of books 
published (see Figure 3). 

Similarly other areas of the Acad- 
emy's activity have declined. The 
numbers of scientific publications, 
of scientific books, of academic dis- 
sertations have all declined. Unfor- 
tunately, however, the precise fig- 
ures needed to demonstrate this are 
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lacking. 
The situation of the Czechoslovak 

scientists who have survived all the 
purges and the normalization and 
have remained in the Academy is 
not easy. The institutes have lost 
their autonomy, being centrally di- 
rected in all areas by the Presidium 
and its staff. They are hemmed in by 
complicated bureaucratic regula- 
tions and protracted procedures for 
endorsing projects. Existing foreign 
relations are hampered by dozens of ' 

official regulations-a visit abroad 
has to be planned 6 to 12 months 
ahead; receiving visits from foreign 
scientists in  Czechoslovakia in 
transit or as tourists is  forbidden; 
CAS staff are obliged to report any 
contact, even of a private nature, 
with a foreigner and every letter 
received from or sent abroad. 

A complicated endorsement pro- 
cedure has been introduced for all 
academic work before going to 
press; this applies even to duplica- 
tion of pre-prints. Duplicators are 
guarded more strictly than plutoni- 
um. Some institutes permit publica- 
tion in western journals only on the 
condition that the author has previ- 
ously published one or more papers 
in the Soviet Union; in view of the 
long publication schedules, it is dif- 
ficult to meet this condition. 

Funds for purchasing books and 
periodicals from abroad, especially 
from the West, have been cut. 
Check-ups (that is, purges) in librar- 
ies, especially of the social sciences, 
are continuing. An increasing num- 
ber of issues of western journals are 
confiscated and are unobtainable in 
any academic library. For instance, 
in  1974, of 50 issues of the leading 
British weekly Nature, about 15 
were subjected to withdrawal of the 
right to delivery (as confiscation is 
euphemistically termed). Some is- 
sues of the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, New Scientist, and other 
journals have suffered the same fate. 

The defense of dissertations i s  
subject to prior approval by Party 
headquarters; failing this the pro- 
ceedings are not permitted. Party 
authorities have to approve every 
journey abroad, the admission of 
every new employee, every appoint- 
ment to a post. For example, the 
appointment of a research assistant 

Since 1968, 
an unbreathable atmosphere 

for science. 

has to be approved by the Party 
district committee; the appointment 
of an assistant professor by the re- 
gional committee; the appointment 
of a professor by the Central Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party. 

N o  wonder, then, that these and 
other measures have created in the 
CAS an atmosphere which, with En- 
rico Fermi, we might term aria non 
spira b i l e a  n u n brea t h a b I e at mos- 
phere. N o  wonder that in such an 
atmosphere-and history can pro- 
vide plenty of examples and 
analogies-the sciences cannot 
prosper. No wonder that (here I 
quote a letter recently received in 
the West from a well-known Czech 
scientist, a member of the Academy) 
"this year's Academy session 119731 
was even drearier than last year's. 
The address (here I quote the com- 
ment of an old, prewar and not- 
expelled Communist) was 'on the 
level of a street organization of the 
Youth League and discussion was 
less than makeshift."' 

Extra-Judicial Persecution 
But what happens to the scholars 

who are victims of the purges? The 
most widespread and also the most 
destructive form of oppression suf- 
fered by Czechoslovak intellectuals 
and scholars in the 1970s is  the 
so-called extra-judicial persecution. 
The British journal Nature (July 12, 
1974) printed a letter from the physi- 
cian Bohumil Pelejka which pro- 
vides a shocking picture of a typical 
case of such persecution. PeleSka 
writes : 

Since 1970, after dismissal from the 
Directorship [of the Institute of Electron- 
ics and Modelling in Medicine], I have 
not been allowed to engage in research, 
experimental or teaching work of any 
kind, and since 1971 I am banned even 
from clinical work. . . . I was also 
banned from publishing anything what- 
soever. Scientific papers in the press had 
to be thrown out, and where my name 
appeared on collective work it had to be 
deleted, or was deleted by the censors. 
Nor can my name appear in literary 
references. 

By degrees I was expelled from all 
Czechoslovak professional societies, 
from membership of the editorial boards 
of scientific and popular-scientific jour- 
nals, from the Collegium of Medical 
Sciences, from the Scientific Council of 
the Ministry of Health, from al l  technical 
commissions, and banned from lecturing 
at Prague and Brno Universities and at 
the Prague Institute for Further Education 
of Doctors and Pharmacists. I am offi- 
cially excluded from participating not 
only in conferences abroad, but also in 
medical conferences and meetings at 
home.. . . 

For a full four years I have endeav- 
oured to find a place in society accord- 
ing to my qualifications. . . . All efforts 
have been in vain, and equally fruitless 
have been applications to employing 
organizations, where they always cite 
orders from superior departmental and 
political bodies. . . . 

I have been subjected in recent years 
to a procedure which I consider to be 
not merely social discrimination, but 
also a form of protracted and total spirit- 
ual and intellectual liquidation against 
which I have at the present time no 
defense. . . . 

In the so-called socialist 



countries-where an absolute mo- 
nopoly of political power is concen- 
trated in the hands of a single party 
or even of a small group of people; 
with strict censorship of a l l  commu- 
nications media, with all areas of 
education, science, culture, indus- 
try, ,trade, administration and the 
media under state control-extra- 
judicial measures are incomparably 
harsher and more effective than in 

and culture. And how else can a 
small country, poor in raw materials 
and energy resources, prove its 
worth except by its contribution to 
the common cultural fund and by its 
ability to help othek with its experi- 
ence and knowledge? But there are 
not, as yet, any definite signs of 
improvement. 

Developments in Czechoslovakia 
cannot be compared with Hungary 

Repressive measures did not start until two to 
three years after the occupation; the return to 

reason and tolerance is not even in sight today. 

the western countries. Anyone 
caught up in the mechanism of 
extra-judicial persecution in the so- 
cialist countries has no choice of job 
other than unskilled manual labor. 
Apart from a few exceptions which 
can be counted on the fingers of one 
hand, Czechoslovak intellectuals 
have no opportunity to leave their 
country to seeE work abroad. Their 
children are denied the right to sec- 
ondary and university education. 
Their articles and books are not al- 
lowed to be published-under the 
shameful order by,Czech Minister of 
Education J. Havltn, dated May 19, 
1972, "it i s  not permitted to publish 
the works of authors who have been 
expelled from the Communist Party, 
dismissed from a university on polit- 
ical grounds, or who have emigrated 
i I legal ly." 

Extra-judicial persecution means 
isolation from science and learning; 
in these days of rapid advance and 
frequent changes in all areas of 
knowledge, this i s  equivalent to pro- 
fessional disqualification and subse- 
quent intellectual death. 

The state of affairs which we have 
tried in this brief space to describe 
and document by the example of the 
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences 
can hardly be permanent-if, that is, 
Czechoslovakia is not to be written 
off entirely from the list of countries 
with advanced science, technology 

, 

in 1956 to 1960. True, a number of 
very harsh reprisals were carried out 
in Hungary at the close of 1956 and 
the beginning of 1957, but the return 
to normal was already taking place 
in 1958 to 1960. It i s  known that 
many scientific workers or university 
professors who were sentenced in 
1956 and 1957 to long terms of 
imprisonment, condemned for life 
or even to death, were by 1959 and 
1960 back at the universities and 
were able to teach. In Czechoslova- 
kia, in contrast to Hungary, the re- 
pressive measures were never so 
harsh; they did not start until two to 
three years after the occupation and 
their end, the return to reason and 
tolerance, i s  not in sight even today. 

Rather, the contrary i s  true. The 
amended Labor Code, in force from 
July 1, 1975, makes dismissal from 
employment easier. It reduces the 
obligations of an employer to a for- 
mer employee and also the employ- 
er's responsibility for unfair dismis- 
sal. , 

The eminent Marxist philosopher 
Karel Kosfk, unemployed since 
1971, informed world opinion 
through a letter to the French philo- 
sopher, Jean-Paul Sartre at the end 
of May 1975 that on April 28, 1975 
the police had searched his apart- 
ment and confiscated over one 
thousand manuscript pages of his 
philosophical works "Praxis" and 

"Truth." Kosfk also wrote that the 
police had started confiscating man- 
uscripts from other Czechoslovak 
intellectuals. He suggested that April 
28 marked the emergence of a new 
type of censorship which made the 
previous acts seem merely a ridicu- 
lous liberal game. "Was not April 
1975 an attempt to impose on socie- 
ty a new custom, a new 
normal ity-the systematic conf isca- 
tion of manuscripts? Might it not 
happen that authors themselves 
summoning the police to inspect 
their finished works may soon be- 
come, in the land of Franz Kafka, a 
custom, something accepted, a part 
of the doctrine?" 

In an open letter dated June 25, 
1975, Academician Ivan Malkk, for- 
mer vice-president of the CAS, for- 
mer vice-president of World Federa- 
tion of Scientific Workers and Lenin 
Peace Prize Winner, indicated that 
he "is being threatened by the way 
in which one now deals with the 
most valuable thing which exists in 
science, that is, with scientific ca- 
dres." He is  afraid that "the dam- 
ages, caused nowadays, will have 
long time consequences and wil l  
lead to a catastrophic backwardness 
of our,science."* 

Kosik's appeal and Mal6k's open 
letter refute the rumors about chang- 
es for the better in the fate of Czech 
scholars, and represent a serious 
warning for the entire civilized 
world. 

Mankind stands today at the 
crossroads-threatened by hunger, 
depletion of energy and raw materi- 
als, over-population, pollution of air 
and water-not to mention stockpil- 
ing of nuclear weapons. Salvation 
lies solely in mobilizing and using to 
the fullest all the intellectual and 
moral powers of all peoples. There- 
fore the world should not remain 
indifferent to the systematic destruc- 
tion of intellectual potential in 
Czechoslovakia or anywhere 
else-science and human knowl- 
edge are the concern of all mankind, 
and their preservation, salvation and 
defense should also be a matter for 
all people. 0 

*The letters from Kosfk and MalCk were 
published in nos. 5 and 7 respectively of Listy, 
a bimonthly journal published in Rome, by an 
opposition Czech socialist group. 
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