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DEMOGRAPHIC AVANT-GARDE

JEWS INBOHEMIA BETWEEN THEENLIGHTENMENT AND THE SHOAH

This book studies the unique demographic behavialevs in Bohemia, starting from a moment in higtathen

industrialization in Central Europe was far awaylhia future and when Jews were still living legatgtricted lives in
ghettos. Under conditions not stipulated by conesal demographic theories, Bohemian Jews staeearding marked
decreases in mortality and fertility that signadedearly onset of their demographic transition.

Demographic Avant-Garde examines what made Jews in Bohemia true forerunsfetee demographic transition in
Europe and why this occurred when it did. The bpaposes (1) a critical evaluation of the reliabiind completeness
of available historical data sources, (2) an amslysthe main demographic processes and theirpiregation in a larger
social-historical and international context (3) @malysis of the social and economic position of sJevithin Czech

society and of their contribution to the domestioromy, (4) a summary and publication of the pryndaita sources
used. Demographic Avant-Garde scrutinizes demographic statistics from the midiggnth to the mid-twentieth
century, and examines what made Bohemian Jewsdlistom gentiles and from Jews in other lands.
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i I 2T 81 1 “A ground-breaking work of demographic and socidtdry based on a

originality of argument. Demographic Avant-Garde acbes our
m T understanding of Jewish life in the Bohemian lamdfundamental ways

Hea ey " and will be required reading for serious studerftshe modern Jewish
experience.” Hillel J. Kieval, Goldstein Professor of Jewish History and
Thought, Washington University in St. Louis
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“Demographic Avant-Garde is a definitive work inwigh population
studies and in the demographic history of an ingrdrarea of the world ...
a model for the analysis of social and demograpttianges of one
interesting and important European sub-populatowell a model of more
general social demographic changes in the tranditicocial and economic
modernization.” -Calvin Goldscheider, Professor Emeritus of Sociology
and Ungerleider Professor Emeritus of Judaic Stideown University

“Jana Vobecka’'s book makes an important contribbutio our general
understanding of the drivers of demographic tréomsit It nicely
complements earlier studies in the context of thianceton European
Fertility Project .... In my reading of this importabook, the higher
education of Jews was a key reason for their eatid faster demographic
transition.” —Wolfgang Lutz, Founding Director, Wittgenstein Centre for
Demography and Global Human Capital, Vienna

“Jews in Central-Western Europe were among theaersdinary forerunners
of a demographic transition ... (that) gradually engied to the rest of
European societies, and eventually to the nealitjotef humankind. This
study by Jana Vobecka skillfully explores how anbywt all began in
Bohemia.” —Sergio DellaPergola Professor Emeritus, Hebrew University
of Jerusalem
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About the authorJana Vobeckaobtained her PhD in demography jointly at the @nsity of Burgundy in Dijon and
Charles University in Prague. Since 2011 she ieseRrcher at the Wittgenstein Centre for Demogragtty Global
Human Capital, Vienna Institute of Demography, Alast Academy of Sciences.
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E-mail: martin.greenwald @opensocietyfoundations.org
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