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Opening lecture

MEDIEVAL FINANCES IN HISTORIOGRAPHICAL PERSPECTIVES

Money has become a subject of interest of many philosophers, theologians and theoreticians since antiquity. The paper pays main attention to the revival of interest in the economic history of the Middle Ages after World War II which has mostly benefitted to the study of the fourteenth and fifteenth century through the introduction to historical practice of the theories and methods of modern economic science. In this connection a number of historians and numismatists started paying attention to medieval finances. A present renewed interest in economic history is going on through a more integrated approach in which the quantitative method does not play so dominant role like before. Archaeology and anthropology can be used for this purpose in the context of a more integrated social history of the period. The aim of the paper is to show what new perspectives this integrated approach can offer in the field of medieval finances.
PhDr. Roman Zaoral

Charles University

Faculty of Humanities

U Kříže 8

CZ-158 00 Prague

zaoral@post.cz
Session I

EXCHANGE RATES AND THE REAL ECONOMY

Changes in the intrinsic quantity of precious metals in the coinage or rather in the price that mints offered for precious metals, were reflected relatively rapidly in exchange rates. This had an immediate effect in the prices of imports and exports, which in turn stimulated or depressed manufacture and consumption. Internal prices responded more slowly, rents and wages even more slowly. Wages did not respond at all if the effects of changed exchange rates were no greater than the effects of the variable quality of harvests on internal prices. I will try to tackle a number of case studies: England in the 1540s, the Netherlands in the 1480s and Bohemia in the 1450s. 

Professor Peter Spufford, Litt.D., F.B.A.

University of Cambridge

Queen´s College

Cambridge, CB3 9 ET

ps44@cam.ac.uk
NEW PERSPECTIVES ON THE IMPERIAL COINAGE OF THE 14th CENTURY

A summary of my dissertation and other research on the matter highlight a few aspects that have been noted in recent reviews and publications. This includes areas that were of importance for the imperial coinage, inter alia Bohemia, and a projected monetary policy that would have united the west and east European currency systems. Apart from that, innovations in monetary theory and in finance that originated in and around the major mints, not least that in Kutná Hora, will be mentioned.
Dr. phil. Hendrik Mäkeler, M.A.

Uppsala University Coin Cabinet

P. O. Box 256

SE-751 05 Uppsala

Hendrik.Makeler@gustavianum.uu.se
IMPERIAL MONETARY REFORMS IN THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE (15th AND 16th CENTURIES)
The monetary reforms of the Holy Roman Empire have been traditionally regarded as a failure by monetary historians and numismatists. The paper clarifies communication processes between the Imperial Estates (princes and cities) in Northern Germany and the reformers working on behalf of the Emperor. In particular, the differing interests between princes and cities and their strategies to gain support on the Imperial Diet (Reichstag) will be examined. Despite these struggles the monetary policy of the Roman Empire and its institutions (such as Imperial Circles and Imperial Diets on coinage) contributed at least to short term monetary stability in the northern parts of the Holy Roman Empire.
Prof. Dr. phil. Michael North

Ernst Moritz Arndt Universität 
Philosophische Fakultät

Rubenowstraße 2
D-17487 Greifswald

north@uni-greifswald.de
Session II

RECONSTRUCTING MONEY FLOWS IN MEDIEVAL EUROPE: THE EVIDENCE OF THE DATINI LIBRI DI CAMBIO (1388-1403)

Francesco di Marco Datini, the ‘merchant of Prato’, owes much of his prominence today to the survival of his business archive. This includes 150,000 business letters exchanged between Datini’s branches and correspondents across Europe, images of which are now accessible online. A Leverhulme Trust-funded research project on the medieval foreign exchange (FX) market is currently compiling a dataset of the market foreign exchange rates quoted in these letters. According to economic theory, these prices should contain all relevant information - but it can be difficult to disentangle the different influences on the rates without knowing more about the real transactions underlying the market rates. These real transactions can only be uncovered via a detailed analysis of the merchants’ ledgers.

    The Datini archive also contains around 600 account books. It would be a monumental task to analyse even a fraction of these. Fortunately a smaller number of account books contain extracts of FX transactions at the main Datini branches. We have looked at all these libri di cambio for Florence, which cover the period between 1388 and 1403 and provide details of more than 1,500 FX transactions. The paper will present an overview of this source, investigating changes over time in the number and value of transactions and the cities with whom Florence was transacting. It will also examine the seasonality of these money flows.

    In addition to this overview, the paper will also present a more detailed analysis of one year, 1393. In this year, the Florentine branch entered into 103 FX transactions with a value of 18,635 florins. The main flows were between Florence and Genoa (42 transactions for 7,926 florins) and Pisa (44 transactions for 6,361 florins). Next, we collated the Florentine transactions with the surviving account books from Pisa and Genoa for the same year in order to reconstruct the money flows between Datini’s operations in the three cities. It is also important to remember that Datini was also involved in trade as well as merchant banking and doubtless there were flows of goods and specie between his branches. First, we looked for imbalances in FX transfers between the cities, which may provide a mirror image of trade flows between these places. Second, we looked for evidence of ‘dry exchange’ (i.e. exchange and rechange transactions between two cities), which could be used to disguise loans. 

Dr. Anthony Moore

University of Reading
Henley Business School
ICMA Centre
Whiteknights Campus
Reading, RG6 6BA

t.moore@icmacentre.ac.uk

A NEGLECTED SOURCE OF ECONOMIC HISTORY:

COMPANY RECORDS OF THE 1427 AND 1433 FLORENTINE TAX CENSUSES
The Republic of Florence was one of the most dynamic trade and economic centres of late medieval Europe. In spite of its importance, the early 15th century Florentine economic history represents a neglected period due to the limited number of sources concerning business companies ran by local citizens inside and outside of Florence. In spite of that, the earliest complete tax censuses, taken in 1427 and in 1433, have survived. The Florentine citizens, having been subject to taxation, were obliged to include summaries of their company account books into their tax returns and to give an assessment of their financial capital. In view of the fact that the early 15th century is poor in surviving account books, the census  records offer the most comprehensive data set on the business activities of the Florentine companies at that time. In spite of their importance these sources have remained almost unstudied by economic historians. The present paper submits a proposal to the reliability analysis of the company records, reported on the 1427 and 1433 tax censuses, through a quantitative as well as qualitative research and to point out to their possible application. 

Katalin Prajda, Ph.D.

Central European University

Institute for Advanced Study

Nador u. 13

H-1051 Budapest
Katalin.Prajda@EUI.eu
PRELIMINARY INSIGHT INTO MEDIEVAL INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN THE CZECH LANDS 

ON THE CHOSEN EXAMPLES OF SPECIAL COMMODITIES


The paper is focused on the specific valuable kinds of commodities that were accessible in the Czech lands during the Middle Ages, but only via international trade. The other aspect of the commodity is it was demanded by a particular part of society for a few centuries. The aim of the paper is providing a better understanding the relevance of various resources (iconography, sermons, libri civitatis).
         Mgr. Linda Hroníková, Ph.D.                                      Mgr. Šárka Mašková-Janotová

                    Charles University                                                                       Charles University

                  Faculty of Humanities                                                                      Faculty of Arts

    Department of General Anthropology                               Institute of Economic and Social History

                   José Martího 269/31                                                                     N. Jana Palacha 2

                    CZ-162 00 Prague 6                                                                     CZ-116 38 Prague 1

               l.hronikova@centrum.cz                                                          Janotova.S@seznam.cz
Session III

MARKETS, MONEY-SUPPLY AND URBANIZATION IN WESTERN ENGLAND c. 800-1000

This paper will investigate the development of markets, money supply and urbanization in western England between the ninth century and the beginning of eleventh century, broadly covering the period in which England had a series of cultural, social and economic connections with the North Sea World.  That is to say, the paper will be concerned with the development of the early-English medieval economy in the period before the axis between England and Normandy gathered in significance.

    Debates on commercialization, urbanization and money-supply in early-medieval England c. 800-1000 have largely depended in recent decades upon the interpretation of archaeological evidence, but there is the scope to focus upon historical documents to reassess this question.  In particular work on cartularies offers the scope to investigate these issues. As P. Chastang noted the “absence of the bills of sale in the cartularies could allow one to think, when the originals have disappeared, that there was a sluggish land market in the tenth century” (Lire, écrire, transcrire. Le travail des rédacteurs de cartulaires en Bas-Languedoc (XIe-XIIIe siècles), Paris, 2001, p. 25).  This line of enquiry will be investigated primarily in relation to the earliest cartulary compiled in Western Europe, namely the Liber Wigorniensis (P. Geary, Phantoms of Remembrance, Princeton, 1994, pp. 100-101).  This late tenth-century cartulary from the Worcester archive reveals much about the relationships between money payments and non-monetary transactions.  This data will be analysed qualitatively and quantitatively to assess the respective levels of these transactions in the context of major changes in the organization of church and state, as a result of the Viking invasions and connections across the North Sea World.  One view of the Viking invasions is that they contributed to commercialization and urbanization, but others have argued that the violence of the raids led to contractions in urban and ecclesiastical spaces which served commercial purposes.

    This presentation will use the evidence from the Worcestershire region (broadly, Worcestershire, Gloucestershire and Warwickshire) to probe further the relationship between monetary and non-monetary payments between the ninth and early eleventh centuries and its relationship with commercialization and urbanization during periods of war and peace.  The evidence form the Worcester archive is particularly rich because the history of many of the minsters and churches in the wider Worcestershire region, as well as the cathedral of Worcester, are recorded in an uninterrupted form in the Liber Wigorniensis.  It is hoped that discussions will result with colleagues working on contemporary East Frankish cartularies, as well with economic historians who are interested in modelling money supply and commercialization during periods of warfare and political crisis.

Dr. Andrew Wareham

University of Roehampton
Department of Humanities, Digby Stuart College
Centre for Hearth Tax Research
Roehampton Lane
London, SW15 5PU
A.Wareham@roehampton.ac.uk
REMNANTS AND TRACES. IN SEARCH OF BRESLAU ACCOUNTING BOOKS 
(LATE 14th – EARLY 16th CENTURIES)
The paper concerns accounting books produced in the late medieval City of Breslau (Wrocław). Despite its numerous economic contacts with North Italian and South German cities, Flanders and the Hanseatic League, which must have influenced a trade culture of Breslau merchants, only a few fragments of these books have survived. Is it tip of the iceberg or proof of an underdeveloped economic administration? 

    The paper focuses on the description of fragments from the lost accounting books, on the calculation and interpretation of some direct references to them as well as on indirect reflections in other sources. The author tries to answer the question how much they were used by Breslau merchants. He also has a think about development trends of the economic administration in Breslau, including the use of double–entry bookkeeping.
Dr. hab. Grzegorz Myśliwski

University of Warsaw

Institute of History

Krakowskie Przedmiescie 26/28,

PL-00-927 Warszawa

g.mysliwski@uw.edu.pl
CITY RENTS IN THE FINANCIAL CONTACTS BETWEEN DANZIG AND KING CASIMIR IV

According to the privileges granted to Danzig (Gdańsk) by King Casimir IV, in exchange for advantageous trade and maritime policies, the city was obliged to pay the king and his successors 2000 Hungarian florins in gold. This payment was to be made in two instalments – 1000 florins on the Feast of St John the Baptist (June) and 1000 florins on Christmas Day. In practice, the royal chancery issued payment orders (quitantia, quitancia) which were payable to various individuals by way of rent. In 1468 King Casimir IV cancelled arrears of the city incurred during the war period (1454–1466), decreeing that payment of the rent (instalment money) should resume from December 1468.

    In my paper I examine several issues. The first of these is the way in which Danzig financial obligations were realized (promptness, coinage, attitude to requests for earlier payment procedures). Another issue concerns the accounting book kept by Danzig burghers to record their liabilities to the king, as well as incoming payment orders and their realization. This ledger provides an evidence of the beginnings of double-entry bookkeeping with divisions into credit and debit accounts. Recording payments have also survived. Thus, what we have here, is a very interesting Hanseatic example of the introduction to the ‘Italian accounting system’.

The last aspect I would like to consider is that of determining the financial relationships between Danzig and those members of the nobility who received remuneration in the form of the city rent in the 15th and 16th centuries. 2000 Hungarian florins in gold was a considerable sum for a king in debt and his subjects; the question which remains is how much of a burden was it on the Danzig finances.

Prof. dr. hab. Beata Możejko

University of Gdańsk

Faculty of History

Wita Stwosza 55

PL-80-952 Gdańsk

beatmoz@gmail.com
Session IV

BANKIERS DES BLINDEN KÖNIGS. EIN BEITRAG ZUM UMGANG MIT GELD AM HOF DES ERSTEN BÖHMISCHEN HERRSCHERS AUS DER LUXEMBURGER DYNASTIE

Der landesherrliche Kredit und seine Mobilisierung waren von Bedeutung in der Regierung, namentlich in der Territorialpolitik, aller böhmischen Könige im späten Mittelalter. Der angeblich verschwenderische Umgang Johanns mit Geld wurde in den böhmischen Geschichtsquellen zweckbedingt übergetrieben. Die außerordentlichen Einkünfte nützte Johann der Blinde nicht nur zur Konsolidierung und territorialen Expansion der Grafschaft Luxemburg, sondern auch für den Erwerb der Oberlausitz und Schlesiens. Die Schulden Johanns waren öffentlich bekannt, die Tätigkeit seiner Bankiers weniger. Der Beitrag beschäftigt sich mit den wichtigsten vier Gläubigern – Peter I. von Rosenberg, Arnold von Arlon, Frenzlin Jacobi von Prag und Gisco (Gisilbert) von Reste – als typischen adligen und städtischen Bankiers Johanns des Blinden, sowie mit deren persönlicher Karriere und der ihrer Familien. Außerdem geht er ihrer Rolle in der Verwaltung, der Territorial- und der Finanzpolitik nach.
Mgr. Zdeněk Žalud, Ph.D.

University of South Bohemia

Faculty of Health and Social Studies

Jírovcova 1347/24
CZ-370 04 České Budějovice
ZdenekZalud@seznam.cz
THE FINANCIAL DIMENSION OF THE PLEDGE POLICY

OF KING SIGISMUND OF LUXEMBOURG
The paper deals with the analysis of deeds of pledge issued by Sigismund of Luxembourg for Bohemian recipients with accent on their financial dimension. It focuses on the analysis of pledge amounts in relation to the proceeds of the pledged property as well as to duties, which the recipients fulfilled for that amounts. It also confronts ascertained facts with other sources and point out a bargaining position of the pledge holder.

Mgr. Stanislav Bárta

Masaryk University

Faculty of Arts

Institute of History 
Division Regesta Imperii
Arne Nováka 1

CZ-602 00 Brno

39749@mail.muni.cz
DEEDS OF PLEDGE OF KING SIGISMUND OF LUXEMBOURG IN HUNGARY
Sigismund of Luxemburg is considered by Hungarian historians as a ruler who almost constantly struggled with serious financial problems; his contemporaries attest to this feature of his Hungarian reign as well. The ordinary royal revenues usually could not solve his emerging financial needs so that he often relied on various fund-raising methods. One of them was a familial habit to pledge royal domains which had been used by Sigismund´s father Charles IV and by his grandfather John the Blind for several times. The most known transaction of him was a pledge of the Spiš region (Zips/Szepesség, today Slovakia) in 1412 re-annexed to the Hungarian crown only in 1772. Sigismund realized many pledge transactions not only in Hungary but also in Bohemia and in the Empire. 

The paper focuses on the sources relating to Sigismund’s pledge transactions in Hungary. It examines what kind of information they include and what legal restrictions they meant for particular contracting parties. It also pays attention to phrasing and rhetoric of these deeds. Financial sums paid by pledgees as well as a personal backstage will be analyzed in detail. Finally, I intend to compare deeds of pledge with a register of pledged and donated royal domains from around 1439, which includes all pledged domains shortly after Sigismund´s death.
Janos Incze, M.A.
Central European University

Department of Medieval Studies

Nador u. 13

H-1051 Budapest
ijancsi@yahoo.com
DIE FINANZEN UND FINANZVERWALTUNG DES HERZOGTUMS ÖSTERREICH 
UNTER ALBRECHT V.

Aus der Regierungszeit Herzog Albrechts V. (des römisch-deutschen Königs Albrecht II.) sind zwar keine herzoglichen Rechnungsbücher (Amtsregister) überliefert; eine Reihe der sogenannten Raitbriefe des Herzogs für dessen Hubmeister Berthold von Mangen bzw. Ulrich Eitzinger von Eitzing ermöglichen uns jedoch einen Einblick in die Entwicklung der herzoglichen Finanzen während der drei Dekaden zwischen 1411 und 1439. Es handelte sich um eine sehr dynamische Zeit, die nicht nur durch die großen politischen Erfolge des Hauses Habsburg (die Heirat Albrechts mit der Tochter Kaiser Sigismunds und den Erwerb von Ungarn, Böhmen und der Reichskrone), sondern vor allem durch den langjährigen Hussitenkrieg geprägt war. Diese großen Herausforderungen bedeuteten eine riesige Belastung für die Herzogskammer, und es stellt sich daher die Frage, wie der enorme Finanzbedarf gedeckt wurde. Die Raitbriefe in Kombination mit anderen Quellen zeigen, dass der Herzog sich auf eine hoch entwickelte Finanzverwaltung stützen konnte, die seine extensive Steuerpolitik effizient durchzuführen vermochte. Es zeigt sich aber gleichzeitig, dass der riesige Judenpogrom in Österreich 1420/21 (die sog. Wiener Gesera) für Albrecht doch eine größere finanzielle Bedeutung gehabt haben dürfte, als es die bisherige Forschung vermutete.  

Mgr. Petr Elbel, Ph.D.

     Masaryk University                                                          Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften
     Institute of History                                                                       Institut für Mittelalterforschung

Division Regesta Imperii                                                                    Arbeitsgruppe Regesta Imperii

        Arne Nováka 1                                                                                   Wohllebengasse 12-14 
       CZ-602 00 Brno                                                                                             A-1040 Wien 

                                                                     petr​_elbel@yahoo.com
Session V
DAS RECHNUNGSBUCH DER STADT KREMNITZ AUS DEN JAHREN 1423-1424: 
HAUSHALT EINER BERG- UND MÜNZSTADT IM KÖNIGREICH UNGARN IN DER ZEIT VON SIGISMUND VON LUXEMBURG
Laut dem Einführungseintrag im großen Stadtbuch der Stadt Kremnitz aus dem Jahre 1426 bzw. 1430 gab es in den zwanziger Jahren des 15. Jahrhunderts in der Berg- und Münzstadt Kremnitz mehrere kleinere Stadtbücher und Register. Von diesen ist heute nur ein einziges Rechnungsbuch aus jener Zeit im Stadtarchiv erhalten, jedoch handelt es sich bei diesem Stadtbuch um eine besonders reiche Quelle mit Angaben zu Ausgaben für den städtischen Haushalt, für das dortige Alltagsleben sowie zu verschiedenen, durch außergewöhnliche Ereignisse bedingten Sonderausgaben. So erfahren wir von der Struktur des regelmäßigen Stadtsteueraufkommens, von den Terminen der Steuererhebung, sowie von besonderen Einnahmen und aus dem Stadteigentum stammenden Finanzressourcen, und schließlich ebenfalls von den mit der Steuererhebung beauftragten Personen. Auf der anderen Seite erhalten wir wichtige Informationen über die Ausgaben: es handelte sich dabei um die an den König bezahlte Steuer, das Gehalt des Stadstschreibers (lat. notarius), Reisekosten (die in diesen Jahren besonders hoch zu sein scheinen), die Bewirtungskosten beim Treffen der städtischen Vertreter mit dem Herrscher, Stadtanleihen an die in der benachbarten Kleinbergstadt Ľubietová tätigen Bergunternehmer, und vor allem um die riesigen Sonderanleihen an den König und die Art ihrer Tilgung. Aus der Rechnung ergibt sich, dass die Stadt Kremnitz in der Kasse die regelrechte Reserve (in parato) von zirka 1000 Goldgulden Bargeld behielt. Das Rechnungsbuch ist das erste erhaltene zweisprachig (lateinisch und deutsch) geführte Dokument der Kremnitzer Stadtkanzlei. Die Abrechnung wird abwechselnd in Gold- und in Rechenwährung geführt (flor. auri bzw flor. per centum) und es gibt für die einzelnen Jahre auch die sich ändernden Kurse der Silber- und Goldmünzen an (Denare und Florene). Somit enthält das Buch nicht nur für die Stadt- und Regionalgeschichte, sondern auch im breiteren Sinne für die Münz- und Wirtschaftsgeschichte des ganzen Landes bedeutende und im mittelalterlichen ungarischen Königreich ziemlich seltene Informationen. 
PhDr. Martin Štefánik, Ph.D.

Slovak Academy of Sciences

Institute of History

Klemensova 19
SK-813 64 Bratislava
martinstefanik@yahoo.com
BÖHMEN IM LICHT DER NÜRNBERGER STADTRECHNUNGEN DER ERSTEN HÄLFTE              DES 15. JAHRHUNDERTS

Das Nürnberger Finanzwesen beruhte seit dem Mittelalter auf zwei Säulen – Familienunternehmen und Stadtfinanzen. Die Familienunternehmen sind teilweise auf der Grundlage von Familienarchiven erforscht, während die Stadtfinanzen noch näher auf archivalischer Grundlage untersucht werden müssen. Nürnberg führte seit dem Ende des 14. Jahrhunderts eigene Rechnungsbücher, die sowohl das innere als auch das äußere Stadtfinanzwesen betreffen. Die Nürnberger Stadtfinanzverwaltung ist in Monats- und Jahresausgaben gegliedert, mit denen in dieser Zeit insbesondere die militärischen Ausgaben im Kampf gegen die Hussiten finanziert wurden, wie z. B. die finanzielle Unterstützung für katholische Städte wie Eger, Pilsen und Elbogen. Dieser Beitrag wird sich auch mit der Frage beschäftigen, wie die Verteilung der in Nürnberg eingenommenen Gelder von der Stadtverwaltung realisiert wurde. Aus praktischen Gründen wurden die Nürnberger Finanzen in drei Hauptgruppen aufgeteilt: Kriegs- bzw. Söldnergeld, Botengeld und materielle Unterstützung. Im diesem Zusammenhang bemühte sich die Stadtverwaltung auch um eine Regulierung des Silberumlaufs im Bezug zu Prag und Kuttenberg.
PhDr. Miloslav Polívka, CSc.

Fellow of the Centre for Medieval Studies

Jilská 1

CZ-110 00 Prague 1

miloslav.polivka@quick.cz
OLD INTERPRETATIONS AND NEW APPROACHES: 

THE 1457-58 THIRTIETH CUSTOMS REGISTERS OF PRESSBURG
The 1457-58 thirtieth customs registers of Pressburg (Bratislava) represent one of the most studied and debated source of the medieval economic history of Hungary. In spite of that, they still offer possibility for further analysis. It was in fact a main charge levied on the foreign commercial traffic. Since they have survived only in a very fragmentary form, their interpretation is highly debatable.

The 1457-58 Pressburg registers show a very drastic negative balance of the foreign trade of Hungary, indicating that registered articles represented importation from about 90 per cent and export from about 10 per cent only. The paper aims to summarize main points of the scholarly debate on this source and attempts to characterize foreign trade of late medieval Hungary on the basis of various imported and exported commercial goods. 
Balázs Nagy, Ph.D.

         Eötvös Loránd University                                                                         Central European University
           Faculty of Humanities                                                                         Department of Medieval Studies
               Egyetem tér 1-3                                                                                                    Nador u. 9

              H-1053 Budapest                                                                                             H-1051 Budapest

nagybal@ceu.hu
Session VI
FINANCING A LEGATION: PAPAL LEGATES AND MONEY IN THE LATER MIDDLE AGES
In this short contribution the ways of financing the legation of the papal legates throughout the Middle Ages will be treated. The changes in the system will be elucidated and analysed. There were different sources for payments for cardinal legates and other types of legates and nuncios and they were changing from the eleventh to the sixteenth centuries. The sources varied from procuratio canonica to individual benefices and central income of the papal chamber. Other types of special income of the legates will be also mentioned and briefly analysed from the point of view of the general income of the legates and nuncios. 
Doc. Mgr. Antonín Kalous, M.A., Ph.D.
Palacky University

History Department

Na Hradě 5

CZ-771 80 Olomouc

antonin.kalous@upol.cz
ST VITUS BUILDING ACCOUNTS (1372-78):
THE ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF BUILDING THE CATHEDRAL
The weekly building accounts for St Vitus Cathedral in Prague are one of the most important sources for studying the history of building in the Middle Ages. Nevertheless, interpreting the accounting records presents certain problems in that they are composed of a great number of motley pieces that often seem to be unconnected bits of information dispersed over time (the accounting weeks). In terms of methodology, therefore, the first thing that needs attention is determining the material integrity and not only in regards to its physical preservation. Dates of the accounting entries also need to be ascertained. It concerns the question what has been and has been not recorded and in what manner the entry was made. Undertaking a detailed comparison of data referring to individual subjects like, for example, blacksmiths on a synchronic and diachronic level provides a basis for further research. The comprehensive interpretation of the account records data against the background of other written, archaeological and iconographical sources provides a reconstruction of the weekly course of the building work. However, the accounts not only give a picture of the building process but they also reflect the economic aspects of building the cathedral. They are, among others, an invaluable source of information on the price of building materials and the living standard of craftsmen working on the building site (carpenters, blacksmiths, stonecutters, masons, setters, and carters). The accounts also enable to reconstruct total expenses for various building activities in particular years.  

Mgr. Marek Suchý, M.Phil., Ph.D.

Prague Castle Archives
3rd Courtyard

CZ-119 08 Prague – Hrad

Marek.Suchy@hrad.cz
RECHNUNGSSCHRIFTSTÜCKE DES PRAGER DOMKAPITELS 

UM DIE WENDE DES 14. UND 15. JAHRHUNDERTS

Dieser Beitrag beschäftigt sich mit der Sammlung der bisher relativ unbekannten Rechnungsschriftstücke des Prager Domkapitels, mit denen sich die Autorin in ihrer Dissertation befasst. Es handelt sich um vier Rechnungsregister und zwei Fragmente aus den Jahren 1358–1418, die zum Zweck der Vormerkung der Einkünfte und Ausgaben der sogenannten gemeinsamen Kasse geführt wurden. Dank des breiten Spektrums der Angaben bilden diese Schriftstücke für verschiedene Aspekte des Lebens am damaligen Domkapitel eine wertvolle Quelle.
Im Beitrag wird vor allem der Frage nach der benutzten Rechnungsmethode, der materiellen Absicherung der residierenden Kanoniker bzw. dem Stand des eigenen Domkapitels und dessen Wirtschaft im Zeitraum kurz vor der hussitischen Revolution nachgegangen. Außer der Aussagekraft der Rechnungsregister wird die Aufmerksamkeit auch ihrer möglichen Edition gewidmet.        
PhDr. Martina Maříková
Prague City Archives

Archivní 6

CZ-149 00 Prague 4

Martina.Marikova@praha.eu
ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF THE LATE MEDIEVAL CHURCH FABRIC

The church fabric was one of the oldest legal entities. The principles of its governance and management have been formed already during the Middle Ages. In Bohemia it continued unchanged even after the onset of Utraquism. The 15th and 16th centuries are a period with a growing number of sources documenting operation of the church fabric. The paper presents a church fabric administration as a part of the late medieval economic history. 

PhDr. Pavel Kůrka, Th.D.

Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic

Institute of History

Prosecká 809/76

CZ-190 00 Praha 9

pavelkurka@seznam.cz
Session VII

TECHNIQUE AND OPERATION OF THE ACCOUNTING RECORDS IN THE TOWN OFFICES 

OF BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA BEFORE 1750 (METHODOLOGY AND APPLICATION)  
The first results of the present research show that the accounting technique development on the territory of the Czech state was in many aspects different from the situation abroad. The paper is divided into two parts. The proposed methodology of the work with historical sources is based on the examination of accounting institutes (e. g. balance sheet, final accounts) and accounting record keeping (particularly principles of continuity, balance sheet and completeness of records) from the moment of their origin and next development. The second part of the paper will present the first results of the analysis of accounting books, which have been survived in the Archive of the City of Olomouc fund, in comparison with other sources of town offices in Bohemia and Moravia before 1750. The goal of the paper is not to bring final conclusions but to open discussion on this topic.
         Mgr. Pavla Slavíčková, Ph.D.                                             Ing. Zdeněk Puchinger   

                   Palacky University                                                                    Palacky University                                                       
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ÖKONOMIK VON WEG UND REISE.
BEISPIELANALYSE DER HOFRECHNUNGEN DES JAGIELLONISCHEN PRINZEN SIGISMUND

In meinem Referat analysiere ich die ökonomischen Verhältnisse, deren Rahmen durch die spätmittelalterlichen Wege bestimmt wurde. Der Akt des Reisens, also die physische Bewegung vom Punkt A zum Punkt B, stellt hier nur ein Teilthema dar. Im Zentrum der Überlegungen steht der Weg als eine spezifische Komponente der Kulturlandschaft – eine Quelle des Lebensunterhaltes für Menschen, die an dem Weg lebten. Die Ökonomik der Kulturwelt entlang der Kommunikationsadern war natürlicherweise auf die Bedürfnisse der Reisenden ausgerichtet. Die Mobilität (in) der spätmittelalterlichen Gesellschaft sollte man nicht unterschätzen; vornehmlich die Hauptwege kann man als einen relativ dicht bevölkerten Raum bezeichnen. Auf die Nachfrage, die kontinuierlich von reisenden und wandernden Personen ausging, reagierte das Angebot auf Seiten der einheimischen, aus den Siedlungsorten (also größeren und kleineren Städten, aber auch Dörfer) nahe dem Weg stammenden Einwohner. Dank dieser Situation entstanden bemerkenswerte ökonomische Verhältnisse, die spezialisierte Distributionsweise von Finanzen (z. B. von verschiedener Währungsarten), Gegenständen, Dienstleistungen und Informationen. Die Studie basiert auf die Analyse zweier bis heute vollständig erhaltener Hofrechnungsbücher des jagiellonischen Prinzen Sigismund. Der spätere polnisch-litauische Herrscher reiste an der Wende des 15. und 16. Jahrhunderts fast immer zwischen dem polnischen Krakau, dem ungarischen Ofen, dem litauischen Wilna und dem schlesischen Breslau. Gerade die präzise Rechnungsführung von Einkommen und Ausgaben seines Hofes ermöglicht es, den Weg und das Reisen durch die Optik der Ökonomik des Alltagslebens zu betrachten.
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WHY NOT EDITING MEDIEVAL ACCOUNT BOOKS DIGITALLY?
The earliest applications of computer technology in the field of history were focused on statistical applications in social and economic history. It is therefore astonishing that there are only very few digital editions of account books which offer numerical data manipulation. The paper argues that the philological tradition of editing in the pre-digital times has influenced the practice of digital editing. Only recently the theoretical discussion on digital edition has stressed that digital representation can include multiple information layers. In the major community of encoding historical sources, the Text Encoding Initiative has only recently started a discussion on how to represent account books. The paper will present a proposal how to model digital editions of medieval accounting and will try to show what kind of benefits historians and philologists could acquire by this method.
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