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Abstract

Innovation is a multilevel phenomenon. Not only attributes of firms but also the
framework conditions within which firms operate matter. Although this has been
recognized in the literature for a long time, a quantitative test that explicitly considers
this hypothesis has been lacking. Using a large sample of firms from many developing
countries, we estimate a multilevel model of innovation which connects micro and
macro levels of analysis in an integrated framework. National economic, technological
and institutional framework conditions are shown to directly predict the likelihood of
firms to innovate. More specifically, general education, taxation of income and
democratic political institutions turn out to be highly relevant, while macroeconomic
stability is somewhat less relevant. But what tends to be perceived as “good”
governance and the extent of public research infrastructure do not seem to make much
difference. The latter result is interpreted as indicating that what matters is not how
much money governments spend on the research infrastructure but rather how
effectively these resources are used to leverage innovation. Nevertheless, the results
also draw attention to the limits of the existing models, methods and data.
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Abstrakt

Uspéch firem v inova¢nim procesu zaleZi nejen na nich samotnych, ale do znaéné miry
rovnéz na charakteristikach prostiedi, ve kterém podnikaji. Ackoliv tato viceuroviiova
podstata inovaci je v literatufe diskutovdna dlouhou dobu, kvantitativni analyzy, které
se explicitné zamétuji na tuto hypotézu, chybéji. S pouzitim velkého souboru firemnich
dat sesbiranych v mnoha rozvojovych zemich jsou v této praci prezentovany vysledky
vicetroviiového modelu, ktery propojuje mikro a makro faktory inovativnosti firem.
Nérodni ekonomické, technologické a instituciondlni prostiedi se ukazuji jako velmi
dalezité. Jako nejvyznaméjsi vychazi vSeobecna vzdélanost pracovni sily, mira zdanéni
vysokych piijmi a demokratické politické zifizeni. Makroekonomickéd stablita se
ukazuje jako relevantni, ale podstatn¢ méné dilezity faktor. Na druhou stranu na
souboru instituci, které jsou obecné povazovany za znamku dobrého vladnuti v dané
zemi, a na rozsahu vefejné vyzkumné infrastruktury oproti predpokladim pfili§
nezélezi. Posledné jmenovany vysledek podtrhuje, Ze pro inovace ve firméach neni
rozhodujici, jaky objem vetejnych zdroji vlady sméruji do védy a vyzkumu, ale jak
ucinng jsou tyto prostfedky pouzivany. Nicméné je tfeba zminit, Ze tato studie rovnéz
upozoriuje na fadu omezeni stdvajicich modelti, metod a dat.



