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Abstract

I evaluate the effects of a new road traffic law in the Czech Republic that became effective
on July 1, 2006. The law introduced tougher punishments through the introduction of
a demerit point system and a manifold increase in fines, together with an augmented
authority of traffic police. I find a sharp, 33.3 percent, decrease in accident-related fatalities
during the first three post-reform months. This translates into 51 to 204 saved lives with
95 percent certainty. The decline was, however, temporary; estimates of the effects going
beyond the first year are around zero. Unique data on traffic police activity reveal that
police resources devoted to traffic law enforcement gradually declined and were shifted
towards general law enforcement.

Abstrakt

Studie hodnoti efekty Zakona o provozu na pozemnich komunikacich v Ceské republice,
ktery vstoupil v platnost 1. ¢ervence 2006. Zakon pfinesl tvrdsi postihy ridi¢t pomoci
zavedeni bodového systému a nékolikandsobného zvyseni pokut, spolu s posilenim pravomoci
policisti ve vykonu sluzby. V prubéhu prvnich ti{ mésicti platnosti zdkona nastal prudky,
33,3 procentni, pokles po¢tu smrtelnych zranéni. To pfedstavuje 51 az 204 zachranénych
zivotu s jistotou 95 procent. Pokles byl vsak kratkodoby a odhady efektt presahujicich
prvni rok jsou kolem nuly. Unikatni data o aktivité dopravni policie ukazuji, ze prostiedky
pro vykon sluzby postupné klesaly a byly vice alokovany na obecné vynucovani préva.
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