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De panno tartarico, sarasino and de nasseto or de nachone – 

with these apparently unambiguous terms the inventories of 

Prague cathedral denote numerous fabrics used for liturgical 

vestments and textile furnishings of the church. What these 

terms actually indicated is not yet clear. The only impression of 

the kind of artifacts thus named is provided by the burial 

textiles of the Bohemian kings and several pictorial sources. 

However, silks produced in the East have quite diverse 

appearances. An analytical analysis of the Prague inventories, of 

liturgical texts and chronicles shall therefore shed new light on 

the contemporary perception of these objects, taking into 

account the various aesthetic and material qualities of oriental 

silks.
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