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“The most eminent province of the empire”: with these 

words Michael Psellus complained the loss of Italy, taken by 

Normans in late eleventh century. A particular province, tied to 

Constantinopole but also open to western and arab influences, 

an example of acculturation between different culture. The 

collection held in the Biblioteca Marciana of Venice offers 

a model of the byzantine illumination outside its borders, 

from the monastic production of the X century till the “ethnic 

resistance” under the Anjou in Salento. 
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