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Abstract

This paper employs firm-level panel data from the Czech Republic to investigate the empirical
relevance of the learning-by-exporting hypothesis. To provide convincing estimates, one must
be able to disentangle learning-by-exporting from changes in company management that induce
the company to both start exporting and introduce productivity increasing measures. Therefore, I
compare estimates based on matching on propensity score, which do not control for potential
management changes, to estimates based on an instrumental variables strategy. Specifically, I
focus on firms that start exporting due to changes in the industry-specific exchange rate and
industry-specific ratio of producer prices on domestic and foreign markets. The results suggest
that learning-by-exporting in the Czech Republic is not significant, either statistically or
economically, irrespective of the method used.

Abstrakt

Tato Studia skiima empiricku relevanciu hypotézy o uceni sa exportovanim s vyuzitim firemnych
panelovych dat z Ceskej republiky. Pre poskytnutie presved&ivych odhadov je potrebné oddelit’
efekty ucenia sa exportovanim od efektov zmien v manazmente, ktoré maji za nasledok
paralelny vstup firmy na zahrani¢né trhy a prijatie opatreni zvySujucich produktivitu firmy. Preto
su v §tudii porovnavané vysledky ziskané metodou matching on propensity score, ktoré mozu
byt ovplyvnené zmenami v manazmente s vysledkami ziskanymi s vyuzitim inStrumentalnych
premennych. Kvoli oddeleniu tychto efektov sa v studii sustred’'ujem na firmy, ktoré zacinaju s
exportom v reakcii na zmeny odvetvovo Specifického vymenného kurzu a zmeny pomeru cien
domécich a zahraniénych vyrobcov. Vysledky sStidie naznacuju, ze v pripade ceskych
exportérov nie su efekty ucenia sa exportom signifikantné ekonomicky ani Statisticky, bez
ohl'adu na pouziti metddu.
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