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ABSTRACT

We conduct a case study of the role of organized labor in the restructuring experience of two
coal mining regions in the 1990's. Ostrava in the Czech Republic and Jiu Valley in Romania
Under similar external circumstances, the Ostrava region undertook gradual restructuring
from early on whereas in Jiu Valley there was no restructuring until 1997, followed by
massive layoffs over two years. Our quantitative exercise shows that the delay in restructuring
in Jiu Valley was grossly inefficient in view of the region's overall restructuring path and in
comparison to Ogtravas path. The proximate reason for the delay was the Jiu Valley miners
action againg restructuring. Essential for the miners success was their aliance with the
conservative faction of the government; the alliance itself was arbitrated by the Romanian
electorate. We interpret the Jiu Valley miners militancy as behaviorally conditioned rather
than rationally determined, which accords with their history of militancy in contrast to the
absence of militancy among Ostravian miners.

Provedli jsme pripadovou studii, jeZz se zabyva pracovnimi vztahy ve dvou hornickych
oblastech - na Ostravsku v Ceské republice a v regionu Jiu Valley v Rumunsku - v prabghu
90. let. Ac¢koli vngjsi podminky obou regionu byly podobné, na Ostravsku od pocétku 90. let
probihal proces postupné restrukturaizace, kdezto v Jiu Valley neprobihala restrukturaizace
az do roku 1997, coz bylo nésledovano masivnim propousténim béhem dalSich 2 let.
Kvantitativni analyza ukazuje, Ze tento prabeéh restrukturalizace v Jiu Valley byl ve srovnani
sOstravskem velmi  neefektivni. Duvodem byl odmitavy postoj horniku. Nezbytnym
piredpokladem Uspeéchu zpoZdeni restrukturalizace byla aliance hornika s konzervativni ¢ésti
viady. Uspésnost této aliance byla rozhodnuta rumunskymi voligi. Interpretujeme sklon
hornika z Jiu Valley ke konfrontacnim akcim a postojum jako behaviordné spiSe nez
racionané determinované jednani. Tato interpretace je podpoiena historii konfrontacnich
akci, ktera chybi ostravskym hornikam.
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