I TEMPORALITY

AND THE CRITIQUE OF CAPITALISM
MOISHE POSTONE

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO AND SENIOR FELLOW AT
IFK-INTERNATIONALES FORSCHUNGSZENTRUM
KULTURWISSENSCHAFTEN, WIEN

IN THIS TALK, MOISHE POSTONE OUTLINES A FUNDAMENTAL RETHINKING OF THE CORE CATEGORIES OF MARX'S
CRITIQUE OF POLITICAL ECONOMY IN ORDER TO RECAST ITS SIGNIFICANCE AS A FOUNDATIONAL WORK OF SOCIAL
THEORY. THIS APPROACH UNDERTAKES A CRITIQUE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL ASSUMPTIONS OF TRADITIONAL
MARXISM AS WELL AS OF MUCH POST-MARXISM WHILE, AT THE SAME TIME, SEEKING T0 PROVIDE THE BASIS

FOR A DIFFERENT CRITIQUE OF CAPITALIST MODERNITY, ONE THAT COULD ILLUMINATE THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD.
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