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NEW PRE-LA TENE EVIDENCE FROM THE CZECH REPUBLIC
FOR DOMESTIC FOWL (GALLUS GALLUS F. DOMESTICA)
IN ITS EUROPEAN CONTEXT

RENE KYSELY

Revision of the earliest finds of domestic fowl from the Czech Republic indicates that the oldest
credible find is a female skeleton, from feature 176 at the site Ostrov — Zapy (Prague — east distr.),
dated to the onset of the Bronze Age (HB3, i.e. the 9th century BC). This find appears to be the oldest
evidence of domestic fowl within Central Europe, respectively within the whole north — western half
of Europe. New, credible pre-Laten period (Hallstat D) evidence from the Czech Republic comes from
feature 7/84—85A at the Rubin site (Louny distr.), and other bones dated to the Hallstat C or D period
were found at Prague — Kobylisy, Prague — Michle, Té&Setice (Znojmo distr.) and Poficany (Nymburk
distr.). However, other potential finds from the sites at Lov¢i¢ky (VySkov distr.) and Prague castle —
Lumbeho zahrady (Prague), dated to the Eneolithic or Bronze Age, which have been published and
discussed earlier, and new similarly dated finds from Tuchoméfice (Prague — west distr.), Hostivice-
Palouky (Prague — west distr.) and Trmice (Usti nad Labem distr.) cannot be considered credible due
to the lack of data, impossible verification, or non-conformable C14 dating.

The character of the Ostrov — Zapy and possibly the Rubin finds may reflect ritual practices, which
might have played a greater role in the first period of contact between the central Europeans and do-
mestic fowl rather than in later periods. The hen from Ostrov — Zapy died (was killed) in the spring.
The period of this occurrence raises the possibility that the fowl was imported to Central Europe by
Cimmerian tribes. Comparison with the data published earlier shows that the size of the pre-Laten fowl
corresponds with the size in the later periods (La Tene, Early Middle Ages). Earlier publications show
that evidence of larger breed within Bohemia comes from the 17th century (and possibly in the high
medieval period). On the other hand, significantly dwarfed breed already existed parallel to “normal
sized” breed in the Early Middle Ages. Body proportions of Ostrov — Zapy fowl do not correspond
with later fowl finds from Slavic — Avaric graves, or with common present — day breeds. Ulna bone
from Ostrov — Zapy find is relatively longer (compared to tibiotarsus), which could be a primitive fea-
ture. On the other hand, relatively short tibiotarsus (compared to femur) is distinctively different from
the wild ancestor, which could relate to the reduction of the original cursorial way of life.
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