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     History of the Institute 

L. Niederle 

 1919 – 1939 

 1939 – 1945 

 1945 (1953) – 1966 

 1967 – 1989 

 1990 – 2002 

 2002 – 2014 

 2015 –  
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     History of the Institute 

• From the very start the concept was 
a scientific organisation, not heritage 
care institution. 

• Fundamental research about 
individual phases from prehistoric 
and early historic society. 

• Study of economics and 
international cooperation in classical 
and oriental archaeology. 

• Insufficient finances, work positions 
and cramped working space. 

• The institute was supposed to 
become a central institution in 
coordinating all archaeological 
activities in Czech lands and Slovakia 

• Cooperation with regional scholars. 
• First larger excavations in Bohemia, 

Moravia and Slovakia. 

1919 - 1939 
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     History of the Institute 

1925 – Start of excavation of the Prague Castle 
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     History of the Institute 

1939 - 1945 

• 2nd World War 
• Secession of the border lands – new 

German archaeological institute in 
Teplice. 

• Activities of the Prague institute were 
restricted and German researchers 
were installed here. 

• Order of an publication illustrates 
complicated situation during the war 
that could abuse archaeological 
research to German ideological 
propaganda deadly dangerous for 
millions of people. 
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     History of the Institute 

1945 (1952) - 1966 

• Positive development after the war 
reflected in both functioning and results of 
the institute. 

• Concept of thematically related 
excavations. 

• Incorporation of the institute to the 
structure of Czechoslovakian Academy of 
Sciences (1952). 

• Increase of funds, new strong post-war 
research generation. 

• Theoretical formation of valid 
chronological and cultural structure of 
Czech prehistory. 

• Constitution of medieval archaeology. 

• Peak – World congress UISPP 1966. 
 

https://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCL2epNj2wsgCFQhpFAodOWIEYg&url=https://www.kosmas.cz/knihy/187767/dejiny-akademie-ved-cr-v-obrazech/&bvm=bv.105039540,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNE9Wm6uvw9CMNz58v8ibYcR2np8qg&ust=1444945256686007
http://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOrc4d72wsgCFQu8FAodBp0GrQ&url=http://www.academia.cz/edice/mimo-humanitni-vedy.html&bvm=bv.105039540,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNE9Wm6uvw9CMNz58v8ibYcR2np8qg&ust=1444945256686007
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1967 - 1989 

• Completion of processes from 
previous era. 

• Extensive large-scale excavations 
(both rescue and systematic). 

• First activities in the field of 
experimental archaeology. 

     History of the Institute 
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     History of the Institute 

• First completion of 
the post-war research 
era 

 
synthesis of the 
Bohemian prehistory 

1978 

http://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMeCsuv4wsgCFQNcGgodTyMKWQ&url=http://www.dantikvariat.cz/pleiner-radomir-a-kolektiv-autoru/praveke-dejiny-cech-226015&psig=AFQjCNGlCuoqhajke8DcI5PgbO2YaawaFg&ust=1444945742332153
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     History of the Institute 

1990 - 2002 

• Post-revolution era. 
• Application of wide 

spectre of theoretical 
approaches. 

• Emphasis on modern 
methodologies. 

• PC revolution. 

• Year 2002 – point 0   
• Destructive FLOODS  

massive destruction of 
funds, equipment and 
collections. 
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      History of the Institute 

Wallenstein Garden 

Institute of Archaeology 

Vltava river flooded  area 

Flood in 2002 – aerial view on Malá Strana 
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      History of the Institute 

2003 - 2014 

• Complete restoration 
• Reconstruction of the library 

collections and digitalisation of 
archive documents 

• Interdisciplinarity and emphasis on 
new theoretical approaches 

• First international 
evaluation 2005-2009 – 

positive result. 

• New synthesis of Bohemian 
prehistory. 

 

Archeologie pravěkých Čech 

http://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNfywM_4wsgCFQHpGgodjn0Lnw&url=http://abicko.avcr.cz/sd/novinky/hlavni-stranka/news_0058.html&psig=AFQjCNGlCuoqhajke8DcI5PgbO2YaawaFg&ust=1444945742332153
http://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCM7_m_78wsgCFcxYGgodYJEMKQ&url=http://www.novinky.cz/veda-skoly/vzdelavani/162499-vychazi-nejrozsahlejsi-dilo-o-ceskem-praveku.html&psig=AFQjCNFnKkT_Y8lD0Qm-rfZi-LRV0dQX7g&ust=1444946944854880
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      Organisational structure  

Department Units 

• Management Secretariat 
Department for the protection of archaeological monuments 
Editorial boards 

• TES 

• Department of scientific resources Archives 
Library 
Bibliography Section 

• Department of rescue excavations Restoration laboratory 
Prague Castle department 
base Kvílice, Závist 

• Department of prehistoric archaeology  
base Kutná Hora 

• Department of landscape archaeology 
and archaeobiology 
 

• Department of medieval archaeology  
base Vyšehrad 
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      Organisational structure  

Departments for Evaluation 2015 

    Department of Prehistory 
 
 

    Department of Medieval Archaeology 
  
 
    Department of Rescue Archaeology 

 
 

    Department of Landscape 
Archaeology and Archaeobiology  

Petr Květina 

Ivana Boháčová 

Jan Frolík 

Dagmar Dreslerová 

http://www.arup.cas.cz/cz/struktura/prirodovedne_odd.html
http://www.arup.cas.cz/cz/struktura/prirodovedne_odd.html
http://www.arup.cas.cz/cz/struktura/prirodovedne_odd.html
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      Main facilities 

Prague Castle 
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      Main facilities 

Restoration Laboratories 
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      Main facilities 

Kutná Hora base 
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      Main facilities 

Kvílice base 
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      Main facilities 

Závist base 
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      Main facilities 

Vyšehrad base 
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     Equipment 

• Best technical, instrumental equipment and software for 
multidisciplinary archaeological research significantly outperforming 
other institutions in the Czech Republic. 

• High-class, if not unique equipment in the Czech Republic, in some cases 
reaching or exceeding even the European standard directly related to 
scientific research in the AI. 

• These instruments and equipment we consider crucial for successful 
comprehensively conceived research at AI: 

• Laboratory of archaeogenetics 
• Radiocarbon laboratory 
• Aerial prospection   
• Geophysics 
• Geodetic machines and other equipment 

for field research 
• 3D laboratory 
• Restoration laboratories 
• Software 
• Comparative archaeozoological collection 
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     Main PILLARS 

• Theoretical research  

• Field (rescue) excavation 

• Archaeological heritage management 

• Management of archaeological 

information 

• Spreading of knowledge - educational 

activities 

• Publication activities. 

http://www.arup.cas.cz/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/obr-02_nr.jpg
http://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNSu0sSHw8gCFcVdGgodEFQHgw&url=http://www.methodbrain.com/dsia/about-dsia.cfm&psig=AFQjCNEw0-zMs3TAnZnNsTE5TxjPJ5ONtQ&ust=1444949777291345
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     Theoretical research  

• AI is mainly engaged in fundamental archaeological 
research in the period from Prehistory to the Middle 
Ages, alternatively Early Modern Times, on the basis of 
specific evidence of archaeological sources. Professional 
activity of the Institute reaches into all areas of study of 
the archaeological sources, i.e. from the field research 
phase, through the study of artefacts and ecofacts in the 
context of archaeological cultures to general socio-
cultural models of past societies. 

• AI is still the only institution in CR, whose fundamental 
task is investigation in the field of the archaeological 
theory and method (currently in particular: 

• general theory,  
• settlement area theory,  
• archaeological taphonomy,  
• spatial analysis,  
• statistics, modelling, 
• environmental archaeology ... etc. 

http://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNSu0sSHw8gCFcVdGgodEFQHgw&url=http://www.methodbrain.com/dsia/about-dsia.cfm&psig=AFQjCNEw0-zMs3TAnZnNsTE5TxjPJ5ONtQ&ust=1444949777291345
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  Theoretical research  

main achievement 

English-written compendium  "The Prehistory of Bohemia", which covers systematically 

individual periods from the Palaeolithic to the Migration Period in Bohemia. After more than 50 years, a 
complex seven-volumes synthesis is once again available in a language that is understood by the 
international scientific community. The ratio of ca 1300 pages of information to the area of interest it is a 
compendium of one of the most detailed surveys of prehistory dedicated to a specific territory in the 
world ever.  
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  Theoretical research  

Recent archaeological findings and theory accessible for wider public by the means 
of exhibition catallogues and archaeological sites atlas. 

main achievements 
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      Archaeological heritage management 

• Due to its specific history, AI (and its predecessor, the  State 
Archaeological Institute) contributes significantly to the protection of 
archaeological monuments as part of the national cultural heritage, 
legislative, practical, and informational (rescue excavations of sites 
endangered by construction or mining). Under the current Heritage Act 
AI is the main guarantor of the professional standards of archaeological 
research. This obligation implies a significant share of coordinating the 
care of the archaeological heritage (proposals to declare a site a 
Monument, giving statements on building activities, etc.). With this task 
it is related also the building of a central repository of field 
documentation (the Archive) and operation of an electronic registration 
system of field research for professional organisations. 
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      Field excavations 

• In the field research AI applies methods of various types of 
archaeological excavation and non-destructive techniques (e.g. 
aerial photography, geophysical survey, surface prospection), 
that are recently becoming more and more important. 
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      Field excavations 

Archaeological sites with complicated stratigraphies and/or 
multilayer situations 

Chrudim, former                         
St. John suburb (13th-19th 
centuries) Jewish ritual bath – 
Mikveh from 17th century 

Praha – Bubeneč, multilayer prehistoric settlement („tell“) with traces of 
ploughing 
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     Management of archaeological Information 

AI  manages fundamental information sources in the Czech archaeology: it 
manages the largest specialised library in the country and an extensive 
archive of field documentation. Both sources of information are accessible 
not only to the employees of AI, but also to other professionals, students and 
the general public. 
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      Management of archaeological Information 

Digital archives 
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      Management of archaeological Information 

ARCHIVES SERIES CONTENTS 

PHOTOS FT field snaps 

  FP photos of finds 

  FD field slides 

AERIAL PHOTOS LN aerial negatives 

  LD aerial slides 

PLANS (MAPS) PY plans 

EXCAVATION 

REPORTS 

TX find reports (short)  

  TX excavation reports (extensive) 

  TX conservation reports 

  TP expert reports 

DIGITAL 

DOCUMENTS 

DT digital field photos 

  DP digital snaps of artifacts 

  DL digital aerial photographs 

  DM digital data: databases, GPS, geodetical data 

Archive 
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      Management of archaeological Information 

Archive 
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     Publications 

• AI is the largest publisher of specialised archaeological literature in the 

Czech Republic, including two major Czech journals (Archeologické 
rozhledy and Památky archeologické), and has a professional and 
technical capacities to maintain this status also in the future. 

http://www.arup.cas.cz/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/archeologicke_rozhledy.jpg
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     Publications 

Institute´s Library 

AI's manages the largest specialised library in the country 

2014 - 40 281 monographs, 6 335 journals (many donations 
after floods, recent acquisitions) 
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     Education 

• Under current legislation, AI has not the accreditation to educate post-
graduate students. Although several among AI´s staff tutor graduate students, 
they must do so only in the context of joint institutions with universities and 
professional growth of students may therefore be affected only partially. 

• BA, MA teaching courses, seminars,  
• Supervision of students: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
• Joint projects and publication 
• Engaging students in grant projects 
• Membership in academic boards 
• Membership in scientific councils  

Type of study 

No. ofsupervisors 

(theses, 

dissertations) 

No. of consultants 

or co-supervisors 

Theses defended 

in 2010-2014 

Bachelor 79 17 76 

Master 69 19 49 

Doctoral 46 22 20 

Main educational activities 
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Charles University 

University of West 
Bohemia 

University of South 
Bohemia 

University of Hradec Králové 

University of Pardubice 

Masaryk University 

Silesian University  

University of Chemistry 
and Technology 

Palacký University 

Universities in the Czech Republic 

Czech Technical 
University 

     Education 

http://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAkQjRwwAGoVChMI2LSF5fW9yAIVRDgaCh0dNAUq&url=https://www.natur.cuni.cz/geografie/demografie-a-geodemografie/ke-stazeni/loga-1/logo-univerzity-karlovy-v-praze/view&psig=AFQjCNGsNzLk1axB_wvjBYXdPWqnyeKzuw&ust=1444773218613602
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Universities in Europe 

Universität zu Kiel 

Université 
Paris I 

Universität 
Leipzig 

Universität Halle-
Wittenberg 

Technische 
Universität 
Dresden 

Universität 
Bamberg 

UW Wroclaw 

University of Wales Trinity 
St David Lampeter 

Trnava 
University  

UKSW 
Warsawa 

Universität 
Wien 

Universität 
Regensburg 

     Education 
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     International cooperation 

Recently AI (mostly) co-runs several international EU funded projects 
(CEC, ARIADNE, ARCHES...). Our aim is to widen the network of 
partners through the networking activities. Aim is to succeed in 
proposals for joint EU projects in research and innovation programmes 
within the H2020 framework in period of next five years. In this respect 
we also aim to widen the collaborating network of AI from the current 
state to more intensive contacts especially with research-intensive 
institutions.  

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

target EU projects 2016-2020

Others

EU-Culture 2000

EU-Culture 2007-2015

EU-lifelong learning programme

EU - FP7/Infrastructures-2012-1

EU and other international joint projects 2010-2015 
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     Funding 

The important aspect for the operation of the AI is certainty  
research funding. AI has the potential to succeed in its essential 
roles in the future; however, the key question is whether there 
will be accordingly set up a system of funding for science in the 
country. If the funding of science will develop unfavourably, it 
does not necessarily mean the ending of AI, but it would mean a 
radical retreat from the conquered positions in the field of 
theoretical research. 
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     Funding 

Governmental 
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     Dissemination and outreach activities 

International 
Archaeology day 
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     Dissemination and outreach activities 

exhibition The Legacy of Charlemagne 

http://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMCrj7uaw8gCFURuFAodIQ4Bwg&url=http://www.kulturanahrade.cz/cs/vystavy/program/program/dedictvi-karla-velikeho-577.shtml&psig=AFQjCNHwar7fyUHu5Pw5Msreibn-ijlQzA&ust=1444954857285693
http://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNv838Waw8gCFYRdFAodktQGnw&url=http://www.denik.cz/galerie/praha-vystava-karel-veliky.html&psig=AFQjCNHwar7fyUHu5Pw5Msreibn-ijlQzA&ust=1444954857285693
http://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMSMvdqaw8gCFUJtFAodWL8M-g&url=http://www.news.sk/rss/clanok/2015/07/1203210/evropske-dedictvi-karla-velikeho-je-ulozeno-na-prazskem-hrade/&psig=AFQjCNHwar7fyUHu5Pw5Msreibn-ijlQzA&ust=1444954857285693
https://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOaZ_eaaw8gCFQm4FAodyikAqg&url=https://www.facebook.com/pages/D%C4%9Bdictv%C3%AD-Karla-Velik%C3%A9ho/1858266027731261?sk%3Dphotos&psig=AFQjCNHwar7fyUHu5Pw5Msreibn-ijlQzA&ust=1444954857285693
http://www.google.cz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOONqZSbw8gCFcwPGgodNd8Hqw&url=http://www.novinky.cz/kultura/375210-vystava-dedictvi-karla-velikeho-laka-na-prazsky-hrad.html&psig=AFQjCNE_5bTMwGDOmjMJMJN-oNIey8fmuQ&ust=1444955046270199
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     Future 

• Main results of AI must continue to be such scientific outputs, which are 

expected from the institution of the Czech Academy of Sciences, whose 

main task is fundamental scientific research in the field of 

archaeology 

• Implementation of large projects of the theoretical research. 

• Conducting of extensive field excavations of endangered sites 

following current theoretical approaches.   

• Creating and managing both analogue and digital data files of the 

'national' reach and making them accessible to experts and the wider 

public.  

• Coordination of field research in archaeology, to the extent defined by 

the Heritage Act. 

• Editorial and publishing activities.   

• Doctoral training and educational activities. 

• International collaboration and applying for EU funds. 
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