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KOSTENE NASTROJE, ZVIRECI KOSTI A LASTURY

13. Kosténé nastroje, zvireci kosti a lastury

13.1. Kosténé nastroje

Nélezy kosti (a zubt) byly na lokalité objeveny v celkem
42 objektech, z toho 38 objektl je jednozna¢né datovano
do obdobi s kulturou s linearni keramikou, pocinaje fazi
Ic a konce stupném IIL. Pocet zlomkd, véetné téch preva-
zujicich velmi drobnych a neurditelnych, se v jednotlivych
objektech pohybuje od jednoho do nékolika set. Nejcas-
téji jsou ovSem zastoupeny soubory nepresahujici pocet
sto. Pouze tfi se pohybuji v rozmezi Cisel 100 a 200 (ob-
jekty 42,64 a 111) a jeden dosahuje poctu 439 (objekt 78).
A pravé v tomto nejpocetnéj$im, datovaném na pocatek
prechodného stupné I/1I, se naslo i nékolik kosti opraco-
vanych, nastrojii a nejméné dva odrezky (obr. 57: 756).

Popis predmeétii. 1 - Velky plochy hrot vyrobeny ze zeb-
ra skotu, na vSech stranach dobre opracovany, z toho ze
tfi stran, z jedné ploché a z obou uzkych, slabé oblych
bok, navic dokonale vyhlazeny do matného lesku (druha
plocha strana nese zbytky vnitfni struktury kosti, spongi-
6zy). Vlastni hrot je zzeny do ostré $picky. Zachov. d. 110
mm, §. 13 mm, tl. 4 mm (tab. 57: 753). 2 — Cast lehce pro-
hnuté spatuly vytvorené ze Zebra skotu, brousenim na po-
trebnych mistech upravené do roviny, na tzkych bocich
zformované do tupé hrany. Zachovana terminalni ¢ést je
zbrousena do oblouku. Zachov. d. 57 mm, §. 22 mm, tl. az
4 mm(tab. 57: 754). 3 - Dlatko protahle obdélnikovitého
narysu a obdélnikovitého prafezu. Oboustranné zbrou-
$eny bfit je v ndrysu takrka rovny, jen nepatrné konvex-
né vytvarovany. Vyrobeno ze zebra skotu. Zachov. d. 41, s.
10 mm, tl. 6 mm (tab. 57: 755). 4 — Uzky predmét kvadra-
tického prafezu z dlouhé kosti skotu (nartové?), na jedné
strané zuzeny do tupého hrotu. D. 62 mm, v. 11 mm, tlL
8 mm (tab. 57: 792b).

Vsechny vyse uvedené predmeéty, které byly az na jed-
nu vyjimku vyrobeny ze zeber skotu, pfedstavuji tvaro-
vé a tim zfejmé i funkéné zcela rozdilné predméty. Vys-
8, vyrazné plochy artefakt s ,kopytovité“ ukoncenym
hrotem (tab. 57: 753) muze predstavovat hrot $ipu nebo
snad malého ostépu, popt. i plochého $idla, analogicky
jako u pfedmétu z Roztok (Rulf 1984, 242, obr. 1: 4). Uzky
drobny predmét kvadratického prufezu s Sir$im hrotem
na jedné strané (tab. 57: 792b) mohl byt rovnéz nejspi-
$e pouzivan jako hrot $ipu, i kdyZ néjaké jiné vyuziti se
neda vyloudit (vznikd dojem, ze otupeni vzniklo Castym
pouzivani pfedmétu - mozny Sidlovity ndstroj na hru-
bé perforace néjaké organické latky). V kazdém pripadé
zadny predmét z popsaného souboru nalezi nepredsta-
vuje typické sidlo, tj. velmi tzky nastroj s ostrym hro-
tem (Rulf 1984, 242). Nasledujici plochy predmét v nary-
su uzce ovalného tvaru s oble zakoncenou zachovanou

terminalni stranou (tab. 57: 754) odpovida tvaru spatule
takrka stejné $irky i tloustky, jen zachovanou ve vétsi dél-
ce, napt. z Prahy 6 - Dolni Liboce (Olmerovd —Pavlii 1991,
24, obr. 14: 201). A kone¢né Ctvrty drobny predmét kvad-
ratického prufezu, na jedné strané zakonceny takika rov-
nym, jen slabé oble tvarovanym britem, mizeme ztotoz-
nit s dlatkem, tfebaze bychom ocekavali, ze bude vyroben
z odolnéjsi kosti, z materialu s pevnou a hustou kompak-
tou (Rulf 1984, 255), coz pouzité zebro skotu nemtze dost
dobre splnovat; obdobné tvarovany kostény predmét, da-
tovany do II. st. LnK, pouze ve vétsim provedeni a zfej-
meé stejné funkce, pochazi z Hrbovic (Zdpotockd - Muska
2007, 73, tab. 30: 5). Vsechny artefakty se zachovaly v ne-
uplné podobé, zfejmé byly poskozeny béhem pouzivani.

13.2. Zvireci kosti
13.2.1. Urceni kosti
Ze zvirecich kosti byl nejcastéji zastoupen skot (vice nez
2/3), asi z Y ovce/koza (Licka - Tempir 1999, 36). Vyraz-
né méné se vyskytlo prase, kdezto srnec, jezevec, medveéd
a krecek byli zaznamenani jen zcela vyjimecné (obr. 37).

O urceni kosti se zaslouzil RNDr. Josef Benes.

13.2.2. Vyhodnoceni kosternich pozistatkii
(R. Kysely)
Uvod a postup. Na zékladé determinace Dr. J. Benese pre-
zentované v predchozi kapitole (13.2.1., obr. 37) je v tom-
to ¢lanku hodnocen soubor osteozoologickych nalezl
z lokality Kosof (Licka - Tempir 1999). Kosti nebo jejich
fragmenty vesmés pochazeji z kontextd datovanych do
raznych fazi kultury s linearni keramikou. Pro ucely vy-
hodnoceni zminénych predméta se jevi rozumné objekty,
z nichz nélezy pochazeji, seskupit do dvou na sebe casové
navazujicich horizont takto: 1) skupina objektti datova-
nych do LnK I (b, ¢) a I/IT: obj. ¢. 64, 76, 77,78, 79, 111; 2)
skupina objektt datovanych do LnK Ic-II, I/II-I1, 1L, II-1IT
a IIL: obj. ¢. 1, 3, 40, 42, 43b, 48, 50, 55a, 65, 68, 70, 80, 81,
83, 84, 86, 93, 95, 98, 100, 102, 105, 110, 112, 113, 117, 118,
122, 124, 127, 129. Tyto dva celky budou pouzity pro né-
ktera srovnani. Ostatni, vy$e neuvedené objekty (¢. 92, 94,
96, 101, 116) patfi ranému stfedovéku nebo vice kulturam
a budou pfi tomto srovnani ponechany stranou.
Vzhledem k tomu, 7Ze autor materidl nezpracova-
val osobné, musela byt data prevzata v takové podobné,
v jaké jsou prezentovana v kap. 13.2.1. Pfi kvantifikacich
byly pouzity prosté pocty nalezi bez jakychkoliv reduk-
ci ¢i jinych uprav, nebyly dodate¢né odhadovany mini-
malni pocty jedinct a zjistovana vékova struktura popu-
laci, nebylo provedeno metrické zhodnoceni aj. Nalezy
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KOSTENE NASTROJE, ZVIRECI KOSTI A LASTURY

objekt kosti
feature bones

nastroje
tools

datovani
dating

Skot: fragment panve 2x

fragment panve (kycelni jamky) 2x

fragment zaprstni kosti

1 fragment holenni kosti

hleznova kost

Neur¢. fragmenty 10x (vesmés skot)

Neurc¢ité fragmenty (drobné) 22x

LnK II

Skot: fragment zaprstni kosti (maly)

fragment lopatky

Vept: hleznova kost (poskozena)

Zajic: fragment panve

Neurcité fragment (vesmés drobné) 72x

1 neurcity fragment opaleny

LnK II

Skot: horni stolicka

fragment horni stolicky

fragment zaprstni kosti

40 P
fragment panve

prstovy ¢lanek

Neur¢ité fragmenty (drobné) 63x

LnKLnK IIT

Skot: dolni stolicky 3x

fragment dolnich zubt 3x

fragment spodni Celisti

fragment obratle

42 P p -
fragment vietenni kosti

fragment panve

fragment prstového ¢lanku

Neurdité fragmenty (vesmés drobné) 108x (nékteré opalené)

LnK LnK IITa

43b Vepr: fragment hleznové kosti (opéleny)

LnK II

48 Skot: fragment dolni hlavice ramenni kosti

LnK II-1II

0 Vept: fragment holenni kosti (maly)

Neurcité fragmenty (malé) 2x

LnK II

Skot: horni hlavice vietenni kosti

55
? Neur¢ité fragmenty 22x

LnK IIIb

Skot: dolni zuby 2x

fragment obratle

fragment zZebra

fragment panve

fragment holenni kosti

fragment kopytni kosti 2x

Ovece: horni stolicka

dolni stoli¢ka 2x

fragment zebra

64 fragment lopatky

fragment panve

Vepi: dolni stolicka

fragment obratle

zanartni kastka

fragment holenni kosti

Medvéd: prstovy ¢lanek

Kfrecek: fragment panve

holenni kost

Neurcité fragmenty (vesmés drobné) 123x

LnK Ic

Skot: dolni zuby a fragment 7x

fragment ramenni kosti

65 fragment vietenni kosti

fragment nartové kosti

Neurcité fragmenty (vesmés malé a opalené) 51x

LnK IIIa
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KOSTENE NASTROJE, ZVIRECI KOSTI A LASTURY

objekt
feature

kosti
bones

nastroje
tools

datovani
dating

68

Ovce: fragment zubt 6x

fragment zZebra

Neurcité fragmenty 16x

LnK ITa

70

Neurceny fragment (maly)

LnK II-1III

76

Neurcené fragmenty (skot?) (malé) 3x

Jeden neuceny opaleny fragment

LnK Ib?

77

Skot: fragment hornich stolicek 23x (malé)

LnK Ic

78

Skot: fragment Zeber 15x

4 nastroje

dolni hlavice ramenni kosti

fragment obratlt 8x

stiedni kost zanartni

zapéstni kiistka

fragment lebky 4x

fragment horni Celisti

horni zuby a fragment 4x

fragment spodni Celisti 2x

dolni zuby a fragment 5x

zapéstni kistky 3x

fragment zaprstni kosti

fragment panve 2x

fragment nartové kosti 2x

prstové clanky 2x

Ovce: horni zuby 7x

horni stolicka

fragment dolni Celisti

dolni zuby 4x

fragment dolni stolicky 3x

fragment zeber 8x

fragment lopatky

fragment zaprstni kosti

patni kost

Vepi: dolni zuby 3x

fragment Zeber 4x

fragment ramenni kosti

fragment vietenni kosti

fragment zaprstnich kosti 2x

Jezevec: ramenni kost

Srnec. fragment partizku se stopami fezani

Krecek. fragment lebky

spodni ¢elist

fragment panve

holenni kost

Neur¢. fragment dlouhé kosti (asi skotu)

Neur¢. Fragmenty 16x (vesmés ovce a skot)

Neur¢. fragmenty (drobné) 11x (vSechno asi ovce)

Neurcené fragmenty 315x (vesmés drobné)

LnK I/11

79

Ovce: fragment zubni skloviny 1x

LnK I/IT

80

Skot: fragment zubni skloviny 7x

LnK II

81

Skot: fragment horni stolicky

fragment obratle

Neurcité fragmenty 4x

LnK I/II-IT

83

Skot: fragment zubni skloviny 12x

LnK IIa

84

Skot: fragment horni stolicky 3x

Neur¢.fragmenty 10x (skot)

LnK I
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KOSTENE NASTROJE, ZVIRECI KOSTI A LASTURY

objekt kosti
feature bones

nastroje
tools

datovani
dating

Skot: fragment dolni stolicky

36 fragment ramenni kosti 2x

Ovece: dolni stolicka

Neur¢. fragmenty 12x

LnK II-I1Ib

Skot: horni stolicka

fragment vietenni kosti

92 fragment holeni kosti

hleznova kost

Neur¢. fragmenty (vesmés drobné) 89x (nékteré opalené)

RS

Skot: horni stolicka

fragment vietenni kosti

93
Vept: fragment Zebra 2x

Neur¢. fragmenty 19x

LnK IIIa

Vept: fragment spodni Celisti 2x

94 -
Neur¢. fragment

LnK,RS,PH, PR

Skot: fragment lopatky 2x

hleznova kost (kompletni)

95 Ovece: horni stolicka

Neur¢. fragmenty (drobné) 17x (nékteré opalené)

Neurcité fragmenty (Castecné opalené) 2x

LnK IIIa

96 Skot: fragment zandrtni kosti

Neurd¢. fragmenty 5x

RS

Skot: fragment spodni Celisti

98 fragment holenni kosti

Neur¢. fragmenty (vesmés skot) 21x

LnK IId

Skot: fragment nartové kosti

100
Neur¢. fragmenty (drobné) 25x

LnK IId

Skot: fragment vretenni kosti

101 fragment kosti patni

hleznova kost

Neur¢. fragmenty 7x

REN, LnK IITb

Skot: fragment nartové kosti 2x

102
Neur¢. fragmenty (drobné) 17x

LnK II

105 Ovece: tlomky zubni skloviny 11x

LnK Ilc-d

Skot. fragment ramenni kosti (dolni hlavice)

110 fragment patni kosti 2x

Neur¢. fragmenty (drobné) 13x

LnK IIc

Skot. fragment vietenni kosti

111 fragment stehenni kosti

Neur¢. fragmenty (vesmés drobné) 105x

LnK Ic

Skot. fragment holenni kosti

hleznova kost (poskozena)

112 ; B ’
Vepr': fragment ramenni kosti

Neur¢. fragmenty 30x

LnK Ic-II

Skot: fragment zaprstni kosti

113 Neur¢. fragmenty 4x

Neurc¢. fragment 1x (opaleny)

LnK III

Skot. fragment horni stolicky 2x

116 fragment nartové kosti

Neur¢ité fragmenty 5x

LnK, RS, PR

117 Skot: fragment Zeber 5x

LnK-mladsi

Skot: prstovy ¢lanek

118
Neur¢. fragmenty (malé) 3x

LnK II

Skot: fragment ramenni kosti
122

Neurc¢. fragmenty (drobné) 5x

LnK Ilc-d

124 Neur¢. fragmenty (drobné) 3x

LnK II
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objekt kosti nastroje datovani
feature bones tools dating
Vepr: fragment Zebra
127 : . LnK III
Neur¢. fragmenty (drobné) 6x
kot. fi ¢ho ¢lank
129 Skot vragment prstového ¢lanku LnK LI
Neur¢. fragmenty 6x

Obr. 37. Kosor. Urceni kosti.
Fig. 37. Kosor. Determination of bones.

v plivodni determinaci J. BeneSe oznacované jako vepft
jsou zde prevzaty s pojmenovanim prase (Sus), skot je
zde prevzat jako tur (Bos), determinace puvodné uvede-
na jako ovce je zde prevzata jako ovce/koza (Ovis/Capra),
nebot odliseni ovce a kozy bylo a dosud je obtizné a na-
lezy proto mohou zahrnovat oba tyto malé prezvykavce.
Soucasti souboru je i nékolik kosténych artefakti, které
jsou prezentovany zvlast (kap. 13.1.).

Dolozené taxony: tur (Bos sp.), prase (Sus sp.), ovce/
koza (Ovis/Capra), srnec obecny (Capreolus capreolus), za-
jic polni (Lepus europaeus), medvéd hnédy (Ursus arctos),
jezevec lesni (Meles meles), ktecek polni (Cricetus cricetus).

Vysledky a diskuse. Material c¢itd celkem 1520 zvife-
cich kosti nebo jejich fragmentt, z toho pouze 272 nale-
zii bylo blize determinovano do zoologického druhu nebo
rodu. Z toho do kultury s linearni keramikou nalezi celkem
1395 nalezt, z nichz 254 je blize determinovanych. Detail-
ni kvantifikaci taxont a kategoril v jednotlivych objektech
ukazuje obr. 39. Vedle toho byly analogicky srovnany dva
vy$e definované Casové horizonty (obr. 38), oba zastoupené
podobnym mnozstvim materialu (horizont 1: 751, z toho
146 determinovano; hor. 2: 644, z toho 108 det.). Ve star-
$im horizontu 1 byly identifikovany tyto taxony: tur, pra-
se, ovee/koza, srnec, medvéd, jezevec, kiecek. V horizontu
2 byly identifikovany tyto taxony: tur, prase, ovce/koza, za-
jic. Krecek je vzhledem k hrabavému zptsobu Zivota moz-
na sekundarni (mladsi) intruzi a srnec je zastoupen pouze
parohem, u néhoz neni jasné, zda se nejedna o shoz. Nalezy
ostatnich zvirat lze jiz interpretovat jako soucast lidského
jidelnicku, mezi nimi nalezy volné Zijicich druht lze nej-
snadnéji interpretovat jako doklad lovu. Medvéd je repre-
zentovan prstnim clankem (obj. 64), jezevec ramenni kosti
(obj. 78), zajic fragmentem panve (obj. 3), srnec fragmen-
tem partizku se stopami rezani (obj. 78) a krecek lebkou
i postkranialnimi kostmi (obj. 64 a 78).

V souboru z mladsiho horizontu lze konstatovat po-
nékud vice nalezt tura (Bos) a méné prasete (Sus) nez
v horizontu starsim'. Bohuzel v primarni determinaci se
autor nezabyval otazkou statusu nalezti Bos a Sus, nevime
tedy, zda zahrnuji i nalezy divoké formy a pripadné z ko-
lika procent. Tento fakt znemoznuje pfesné stanoveni po-
dilu divoké zvéfe a zaroven vzidjemného podilu jednotli-
vych hospodarskych zvirat. Za predpokladu, ze by autor
na divokou formu zvlast upozornil, kdyby ji rozpoznal,
a vSechny nalezy diky této presumpci patfi formé domaci,

1/ Vysledky testu dobré shody, testujiciho odlisnost/shodu frekvence
vyskytu tfi zakladnich zoologickych kategorii (Bos, Sus a Ovis/Capra)
mezi obéma horizonty, jsou X2 = 4,77, df = 2, p = 0,09; na 5% hladiné
vyznamnosti tedy statisticky vyznamny rozdil mezi obéma horizonty
zjistén nebyl.

pak Ize konkrétnéji konstatovat ponékud vice nalezi do-
madciho tura a méné domadciho prasete v souboru z mlad-
$itho horizontu. Jisty, mozna i vysoky, podil divokych (ulo-
venych) tur@ ¢i prasat lze ale predpokladat na zakladé
analogii z jinych neolitickych soubort a na zakladé pri-
tomnosti jinych divokych savct (srnce, zajice, jezevce
a medvéda) primo v souboru z Kosore.

Oba horizonty byly také srovnany z hlediska nutri¢ni
vyuzitelnosti nalezenych télnich ¢asti (obr. 40). J. Benesem
urcené anatomické elementy pravdépodobné zkonzumo-
vanych zvirat (tj. vSech kromé krecka a srnce) byly za po-
uziti metodiky Uerpmanna (Uerpmann, H.-P. 1973: Ani-
mal Bone Finds and Economic Archaeology: A Critical
Study of ,Osteoarchaeological® Method. World Archaeolo-
gy 4: 307-322) rozdéleny do tfi skupin (A = nejkvalitnéjsi
télni c¢asti, B = stfedné kvalitni télni ¢asti, C = ¢asti s mi-
nimem masa a tuku). Obr. 40 ukazuje, ze v mlad$im hori-
zontu bylo nalezeno vice kosti spadajicich do kategorie C
a méné kosti spadajicich do kategorie B2

Zaznamenany byly i kosti opalené, a to vesmés v hori-
zontu 2.

Zavér. Hodnoceny soubor svymi charakteristikami ne-
vybocuje ze situace zjisténé v jinych ceskych souborech kul-
tury s linearni keramikou, kde dominujici postaveni ma tur
a urcité procento (fadové ca. 10 %) zaujimaji zvirata divoka.
Také zastoupené anatomické casti a dolozené tafonomic-
ké jevy (fragmentace, opéleni) jsou v kontextualné a caso-
vé srovnatelnych osteologickych souborech bézné. Rozdily
zjisténé mezi dvéma ¢asovymi fazemi nejsou sice zanedba-
telné, ale dle vypovédi jediné lokality a pocetné omezeného
souboru identifikovanych kosti (N=254) nelze spolehlivé
odligit, zda tyto rozdily znamenaji odli$nosti v ekonomic-
kém fungovani spole¢nosti nebo zda jde o rozdily dané na-
hodnymi ¢i systematickymi tafonomickymi procesy a ar-
cheologickymi transformacemi.

13.3. Lastury
V objektu 78 (I/II. Stupen LnK) byla zjisténa ulita plze ke-
fovka plava (Fruticicola fruticum), celkem v péti pripadech.
Jedna se o suchozemského plze, ktery obyva hdje a kroviste,
vlhkeé nizinné luhy. Ve stejném objektu byly objeveny tlom-
ky lastury velevruba (Unio sp.). Tento sladkovodni mlz se
zdrzuje v potocich, rybnicich, tinich, fekach.

Pozn. Za uréeni lastur srde¢né dékujeme RNDr. Vacla-
vu Pflegerovi.

2/ Vysledky testu dobré shody, testujiciho odlisnost/shodu frekvence
vyskytu tii zakladnich zoologickych kategorii (Bos, Sus a Ovis/Capra)
mezi obéma horizonty, jsou X2 = 4,77, df = 2, p = 0,09; na 5% hladiné
vyznamnosti tedy statisticky vyznamny rozdil mezi obéma horizonty
zjistén nebyl.
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Obr. 38. Kosof. Srovnani zastoupeni determinovanych taxond mezi dvéma stanovenymi horizonty (viz text). Kvantifikace dle poctu nalezti (kosti/
fragmenti). Ceské ndzvy zvifecich druhi viz text (DoloZené taxony).

Fig. 38. Kosor. Comparison between the incidence of determined taxa in both of the identified horizons (see text). Quantification according to number of
finds (bones/fragments). For Czech names of animal species see the text (Documented taxa).
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Obr. 39. Kosof. Zastoupeni zoologickych druht a kategorii v jednotlivych objektech lokality Kosor (osa X, Fazeny vzestupné). Kvantifikace dle poctu
nélezli (kosti/fragmenti). Ceské nézvy zvifecich druhi viz text (DoloZzené taxony).

Fig. 39. Kosot. Incidence of zoological species and categories in individual features at Kosof site (X axis, in ascending order). Quantification according to
number of finds (bones/fragments). For Czech names of animal species see the text (Documented taxa).
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Obr. 40. Kosor. Srovnani zastoupeni rizné kvalitnich anatomickych ¢asti (A, B, C) mezi dvéma stanovenymi horizonty (blize viz text). Kvantifikace dle
poctu nalezt (kosti/fragment).

Fig. 40. Kosof. Comparison between the incidence of anatomical parts of different quality (A, B, C) in both of the identified horizons (for more detail see
the text). Quantification according to number of finds (bones/fragments).
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13. Animal bones

The most frequently occurring species among animal bo-
nes were bovids, the second most frequent being sheep.
Pigs occurred much less often. Roe deer, badger, bear
and hamster were found only exceptionally. In the later
LPC horizon we can observe a greater amount of bovid
and less pig. Several bone tools were found in Feature 78.
(13.1.) These tools seem to be entirely different objects as
far as their shape and function are concerned. Apart from
a single exception they were made of cattle ribs. A higher
and distinctly flat artefact with “horseshoe-shaped” point
(Tab. 57: 753) may have been an arrowhead or even a small
spearhead or flat awl, analogically to an artefact from Roz-
toky (Rulf 1984, 242, Fig. 1: 4). A slender small object of
quadratic cross-section with one end widened (Tab. 57:
792b) was most probably used as an arrowhead, though
some other purpose cannot be ruled out, either (there is the
possibility that the blunted point emerged as a result of fre-
quent use of the object — possibly an awl-like tool intended
for coarse perforations of some organic substance). Any-
way, none of the artefacts within the above-said assemblage
of finds represents a typical awl, meaning a very slender
tool with sharp point (Rulf 1984, 242). The next flat object
which is narrowly oval in plan and whose preserved termi-
nal part is rounded (Tab. 57: 754) corresponds to a spatu-
la of almost the same width and thickness, but better pre-
served in length, e.g. from Prague 6 — Dolni Liboc (Olmero-
vd - Pavlii 1991, 24, Fig. 14: 201). Finally, the fourth small
object of quadratic cross-section, with an almost straight
and only slightly rounded cutting edge on one end, can be
identified as a chisel, even though we would expect it to be
made of harder material with firm and dense compact bone
(Rulf 1984, 255), which the cattle rib used cannot entirely
satisfy; a similarly shaped bone artefact dating from LPCII,
though larger in size but probably equal in function, comes
from Hrbovice (Zdpotockd - Muska 2007, 73, Tab. 30: 5).
All artefacts remained preserved incompletely, probably
due to being damaged during their use.

The variety of organic materials also comprises a few
specimens of shells (13.3.), charcoal (14.2.) and above
all carbonised seeds, fruits and other parts of cultural
plants and weeds (14.3.) from Feature 68. Analysis shows
that the latter sample mainly contained grains of emmer
wheat and einkorn wheat in the ratio of 70.45 % to 29.55 %
(more details in Licka — Tempir 1999, 36, 39). The incidence
of weeds indicates that in this particular case the field had
already been cultivated for a long time and was therefore
exhausted, poor in nutrients and overgrown with shade-in-
tolerant weeds (sorrel, goosefoot a. 0.).

The whole spectrum of examined categories of finds
is further supplemented with one date obtained by radio-
carbon dating (Chap. 14.1., Feature 68, 6080160 BP, i.e.
5200 - 4900 cal BC), a brief characteristic of evidence of
the Stroked Pottery culture settlement (15.1.) (several pot-
tery fragments) and some more numerous early Eneolithic
(15.2.) and early mediaeval finds (15.3., Li¢ka 2006), inclu-
sive of settlement features.

16. Evidence of aboveground building structures

The evidence of aboveground building structures (was
preserved on a very limited scale mainly in the western
part of the excavation area. It is represented by 4 sections
of narrow trenches, for the most part slightly arched, ori-
ented approximately N-S, with moderate deviation to the
west. Considering the fact that they follow roughly the
same line and are adjoined at some places by posthole-
-like features, the impression given is that they are part of
a single building structure, most probably a palisade with
several gaps. If we focus solely on the sparse pottery evi-
dence from their backfill, their dating most probably falls
within the classic-stage LPC over to the early Eneolithic
inclusive, with a small fragment of early stroke-ornamen-
ted ware included. Anyway, early Eneolithic inventory is
present in some way within all sections of these trenches
and is even dominant in section 134/4. Dating the entire
structure to early Eneolithic thus seems most likely, con-
sidering the interpretation claiming that it is a palisade
with several gaps. The other possibility, that individual se-
ctions represent the eastern walls of at least two houses,
seems to us least likely, if not entirely out of the question
since we are lacking any unambiguous evidence of their
western walls. Provided that we identified the evidence
under review despite the above-mentioned facts or indi-
cations as house relics, these would have to be dated for
formal reasons (above all the roundness of their supposed
walls) to the end of the Linear Pottery culture at the ear-
liest, more likely as late as the late Neolithic, to the period
of Stroked Pottery culture.

In the same area a relic of a rectangular building struc-
ture was also discovered, formed by foundation trenches
on its longitudinal sides and oriented N-S (House 1). It is
superimposed over the above-mentioned building struc-
ture. The bottom part of a firing structure (Feature 106)
may have been part of furnishings in House 1. Another
building structure (House 2) may have been situated some-
what farther to the west, indicated mainly by a short row
of postholes oriented roughly NNW-SSE in sectors Q - 8,
9 and nearby. Another similar structure may have existed
in the area of sectors H,I - 8,9 and in the immediate area.
However, the state of preservation of all above-mentioned
structures is too rudimentary to draw more detailed con-
clusions, including dating.

On the basis of our results, obtained mostly by analys-
ing the pottery found, we can infer with some amount of
caution that the earliest Linear Pottery settlement at Kosof
became the central point of a settlement area developing
continuously from the earliest LPC period (certainly from
the end of Ic subperiod) to at least the late LPC period (I1I)
inclusive, or to the turn between the late and final periods
(III/TIV). Proper final LPC features were not found at the
locality. The frequency of contexts according to individual
phases, periods or some longer stages is shown in Fig. 19
at three summarisation levels. It follows that the most nu-
merous contexts come from the middle period, the second
most frequent from the later period. The least represented
are contexts of the earliest and early periods.

There were multiple reasons for long-term repeated
occupation in this area. As far as the location is concerned,
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the site and nearby area are situated in a strategically very
favourable location, namely at the edge of a Tertiary terrace
overlooking the floodplain of the Berounka River and
within sight of the confluence of the Berounka and Vltava
Rivers. The soil in and around the area is not very fertile
but sufficiently suitable for agricultural activities, with the
area in close vicinity to several sources of flowing water, at
a border between various types of natural environments.
The settlement’s hinterland is formed here on the one side
by the Berounka River with its floodplain and on the other
side by the Bohemian Karst, by two different ecosystems.
It is this evident diversity of natural resources in a small
area which was undoubtedly one of the main reasons why
prehistoric man dwelt here continuously for a longer time,
repeatedly establishing his settlements. Archaeological
research at Kosof does not yield any direct evidence of
the nature of any possible relationship of the indigenous
Mesolithic population, documented in close proximity of
the site, to the earliest farming settlers, nor does it shed
light on whether the groups of hunters and gatherers
perhaps survived for a time in the favourable environment
of the Bohemian Karst (Pavli 2010, 328), or whether any
kind of interaction occurred between these two different
socio-economic systems.
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