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Open Session (#004)
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Pilar Diarte-Blasco (Universidad de Alcalá), pilar.diarte@uah.es
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ession abstract: Over the last decade, knowledge about Mediterranean landscapes during the long-term has 

Sgrown exponentially, thanks to a multidisciplinary approach and the application of innovative technologies. A 
landscape perspective, beyond a sito-centric vision, represented a way to combine settlement patterns and human-

environment interactions as a crucial point to understand societies in transition. In particular, one of the big-narrative in 
historical breakdowns and change is the end of the Roman world and its transformation from Late Antiquity to the Early 
Middle ages. Particularly significant and valuable are results generated by projects which tackle the last centuries of the 
Roman Empire and the consolidation of the Early Medieval kingdoms the rise and expansion of Islam, when upheavals, 
conflict, migration combined to cause drastic change in the character of settlements in both town and countryside. The 
human dynamics were key in this transformation process, in which the movement of people generated more fluid socio-
political landscapes, not simply ones dominated by conflict and sense of insecurity. In this sense, recent landscape 
analyses, where refining sequences and trends of change are crucial, have been able to focus on issues of resilience as a 
determinant element in this process. While we can recognize the movement and settlement of groups of new incomers or or 
new conquerors around Europe and Mediterranean in this epoch, more emphasis should go on the underlying or native 
population, to ask of their resilience in this period of change, to see how they adapted their lives and places to a new reality 
and rulers,  whether able to maintain different degrees of  economic and set t lement strategies.

This session thus aims to explore the varied mosaic of responses to change in the Mediterranean basin in Late Antiquity 
and the Early Middle Ages (400 – 1000 AD) and to debate and compare different approaches to the evaluation and the 
meanings of landscape and settlement change in various macro- and micro- regional areas, in particular after key historical 
transitions, such as the end of Roman control in specific zones, the conquest by Arabs, and the imposition of new kingdoms.

How altered were human-environment interactions and settlement patterns when politico-military change occurred? What 
was the response of rural societies after macro-economic and political transformations and crises? Did the countryside 
suffer an immediate effect or can we see survivals and continuities in settlement, economics, social practice, etc.? There 
were changes also evident in the urbanscapes? And, above all, how well does the material record (finds, buildings, etc.) 
attest possible reconfigurations of space and people? These, as we will discuss in this session, are all essential questions 
for assessing cultural, environmental and settlement adaptations and impositions over this important timespan.

Please submit your paper by the given deadline of February 14th, 2020 only electronically via the online 
submission system:

https://travelbox.eventszone.net/myAbstracts/site.php?page=index&congressCode=lac2020&languageCode=en
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