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etnické cizosti a kulturni odli§nosti vic¢i fimskému prosttedi; krome
toho i Germadni zac¢inali svou kariéru na nizSich stupnich spolecenské
hierarchie. Rozdil spocivd v tom, Ze tito Germéni vét§inou slouZili v ar-
maddeé, kde fimskou politiku neovliviiovali a ani Zddnou vlastni nevytva-
krétnim cisaftim. Na pfelomu 4. a 5. stoleti sice doslo k jistym méné
vyznamnym projevim antigermanismu v fimské spolec¢nosti, ale tyto
projevy nemély ani dlouhé trvdni, ani politické ndsledky.!® Naproti
tomu obliba eunuchti u cisaffi a nendvist a pohrddni vii¢i nim u vétSiny
autor( pokracovala prakticky bez preruseni minimdlné od zac¢atku domi-
ndtu aZ po zdnik byzantské fiSe.

Summary

TERTIUM GENUS HOMINUM: ON THE ROLE
OF EUNUCHS AT THE IMPERIAL COURT
OF THE LATE ROMAN EMPIRE

The eunuchs at the imperial court of the Late Roman Empire generally
appeared to ancient authors to be a destructive element in the decision-
making and executive processes at the highest level of government. Es-
pecially the praepositus sacri cubiculi is often descibed by our sources
as an éminence grise behind a weak emperor, or at any rate a bad influ-
ence at the court. This is why eunuchs as a social group tended to be de-
spised or mocked even by otherwise fair-minded and unbiased authors.
Furthermore, a myth was created about innate or acquired bad personal
qualities of all eunuchs. In sum, there may have been no other social
group in the empire that was generally disliked that much. Ancient au-
thors overlook multitudes of menial eunuchs with low social standing,
who were no influence whatsoever, because these were of no interest to
them. Likewise, there were notable exceptions to the picture about
greedy, effeminate, malicious castrated chamberlains, prone to cruelty
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and abuse of power, and some of the reliable historians mention them.
Access to power and handling of it was indeed what mattered most in
the evaluation of the eunuchs by our sources; the other features, such as
the ethnical or cultural otherness, or the physical defect itself, or humble
origin, seem to be far less significant.
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