
243DIATHESIS AND TRANSITIVITY IN LATIN AND GREEK

Summary

The present paper deals with the types of Indo-European diathesis, try-
ing to define their origins and characterize the variations in the develop-
ment of individual languages Contrastive analysis of Latin and Greek as
languages with extremely dissimilar system of voices serves as the start-
ing point. Diachronically both systems are different paradigmatizations
of underlying common Indo-European structure. The reconstructed
proto-diathesis consists of verb classes of agentive vs. non-agentive / in-
active verbs with different series of endings. The Greek system of elabo-
rated active vs. middle-passive oppositions cannot be projected into
Proto-Indo-European. Latin, unlike Greek, attests archaic types of
voices: r-deagentive (impersonal passive) and passive preterit with -to-
participle which was the first Indo-European expression of the passive.
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