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Abstract

A state monopoly in schooling followed the collapse of communism in Central Europe. The
centrally planned system was abandoned. Systems comparable with educational voucher scheme,
also known as school choice system, were introduced in the Czech Republic and Hungary in the
early 1990s. The newly established system of school financing allocates public funds according
to the number of students enrolled in a school. Accredited non-state schools, private and
religious, are also eligible for public subsidies. The scope and the form of these reforms
represent a unique opportunity to test conflicting hypotheses of proponents and opponents of the
voucher scheme.

In this empirical analysis, we test fundamental theoretical predictions of the voucher model.
Specifically, we test: 1) whether non-state schools are established at locations where the supply
of educational opportunities provided by state schools is low or of low quality, ii) whether state
and non-state schools in such a system respond to changes in demand for education, and iii)
whether state schools respond to competition from non-state schools. We use detailed school
level data on the whole population of schools and data on regional conditions. In our
econometric model we estimate education value added, instead of relying on absolute quality of
school graduates.

We find that non-state school emerge at locations with excess demand and lower quality state
schools. We also find that greater competition from non-state schools creates incentives for state
schools with the result that state schools slightly improve the quality of educational inputs used
and significantly improve their output, quality of graduates. As concerns the technical schools,
we find that non-state schools react to regional labor market conditions in terms of technical
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branch premium and unemployment rate. We do not find such reactions to market signals by
state schools.

We introduce this analysis with a review of non-state schools' development in the Czech
Republic and Hungary during the 1990s.

Abstrakt

S koncem komunismu skoncil ve vétSiné zemi komunistického bloku i statni monopol ve
skolstvi. Centralné fizeny systém byl rychle opustén. V Ceské republice a Mad’arsku byl zaveden
systém financovani §kol z vefejnych rozpoctl, kde hlavnim kritérium pfedstavoval pocet zaki ve
Skole. Na finacni prostfedky maji narok i nestatni, tedy soukromé a cirkevni Skoly. Rozsahem a
formou tyto reformy predstavuji jedinecnou pfilezitost pro empirickou analyzu teoretickych
hypotéz stoupencii a odpiircii tzv. metody kuponil na vzdélani.

Nejdiive presentujeme struéné srovnani vyvoje v Ceské republice a Mad’arsku od pocatku
devadesatych let. V mikroekonomické analyze testujeme zdkladni teoretické piedpovedi
kuponového financovéani. Testujeme, zda kuponova metoda financovani sttednich skol: 1)
podporuje vznik nestatnich Skol v mistech nedostatecné ¢i nekvalitni vzdélavaci nabidky Skol
statnich, 11) stimuluje nestatni a statni Skoly k vétsi citlivosti na velikost a druh poptavky po
vzdélani, iii) vede ke konkurenci ze strany nestatnich Skol v takovém rozsahu, zZe motivuje statni
Skoly ke zvySovani kvality vzdélavacich vstupti a vystupti. K analyze vyuzivame podrobnych
udaji o jednotlivych Skolach a skolskych regionech. V ekonometrickém modelu jako meétitko
kvality Skoly pouzivame Skolou pfidanou hodnotu namisto absolutni kvality absolventd.

Shledavame, ze vznik nestatnich skol poskytujicich vSeobecné vzdélani je, mimo jiné, pozitivné
determinovan mistni poptavkou a kvalitou Skol statnich. Dale shledavame, ze konkurence Skol
motivuje statni Skoly k mirnému zlepSovani vstupi a vyraznému zvySovani kvality vystupu, tedy
absolventii. V oblasti odbornych s$kol zjistujeme, Ze nestatni Skoly reaguji na signaly
regionalniho trhu prace - mzdovou prémii pievisu poptavky a miru nezaméstnanosti. Obdobnou
reakci neshledavame na strané Skol statnich.

V uvodu prace podavame stru¢ny piehled o vzniku a vyvoji nestatniho stfedniho Skolstvi béhem
devadesatych let v Ceské republice. Uvadime stru¢nou analyzu postojii vefejnosti k nestatnimu
Skolstvi.
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