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Abstract

This paper deals with the rural-urban migration of families in the last decades of the
19™ century in one of the most developed regions of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy
— the Pilsen region. The analysis indicates that the household head’s expected real
rural-urban wage gap was not the main factor behind migration. Instead, the observed
behavior is consistent with families maximizing a dynastic utility function such that it
was the future prospects of children which triggered migration. The results are not
based on tracing of families in time but rely on identifying a control group of stayers.
Specifically, I compare the structure of migrant families at the time of arrival to an
urban area with that of families who stayed in the hinterlands and to decipher
migration motifs.

Abstrakt

Tato studie se zabyva migraci rodin z venkova do mésta v poslednich desetiletich
devatenactého stoleti v plzeniském regionu. Analyza ukazuje, ze rozdil ve mzdach
mezi venkovem a méstem neni hlavni pfic¢inou migrace. Rodina se rozhoduje na
zakladé maximalizace dynastické funkce uzitecnosti ¢imz budoucnost déti sehrava
vyraznou roli pfi rozhodovani jestli migrovat nebo ne. Analyza je provedna
porovnavanim rodinné struktury migranti v Case pfijezdu do meésta a rodinné
struktury téch, kteti zastali na venkové.
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