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der Kalvinismus einer relativen Toleranz erfreute, war die Lektüre der re-
formierten Literatur mit einem begrenzten Leserkreis verbunden. Man kann
von bürgerlichen Buchbesitzern sprechen, die meistens umfangreiche Biblio-
theken besaßen und zur städtischen Elite gehörten. Ihre Sammlungen spie-
gelten die breite Skala der intellektuellen Interessen wider und in ihrem
Rahmen fehlte es nicht einmal an die neuen Ideen des Kalvinismus. Die
reformierte Literatur war vor allem durch die Werke von Klassikern dieser
protestantischen konfessionellen Strömung vertreten. Heinrich Bullingers
Schriften wurden nicht regelmäßig zum organischen Bestandteil der bür-
gerlichen Bibliotheken mit der reformierten Literatur. Allgemein ging das
Interesse für die reformierte Literatur in der zweiten Hälfte des 17. Jahrhun-
derts stark zurück. Deswegen ist diese Tendenz nicht nur mit dem Einfluss
des Rekatholisierungsprozesses zurückzuführen. Die Lage in den Prager
Städten entsprach diesem allgemeinen Trend in zwei Punkten nicht. Erstens
gehörten Prager bürgerliche Leser der reformierten Literatur im 17. Jahr-
hundert zu keiner städtischen intellektuellen Elite. Zweitens war die refor-
mierte Literatur in den Prager bürgerlichen Bibliotheken eher mit marginalen
Werken der reformierten literarischen Produktion vertereten.

SUMMARY
Reformation literature in private burgher libraries in the 17th century
Prague � a comparison
(The influence of Bullinger in burgher circles)

The article deals with the diffusion of the Reformation literature in Prague
burgher circles in the Pre-White Mountain period, as well as the period of
recatholization in the 17th century, with a special focus on the writings of
Heinrich Bullinger.

Pre-White Mountain censorial records have shown that Reformation lite-
rature was regularly imported to Bohemia, esp. the Prague towns. The im-
ports were facilitated by the so-called �tolerance out of neccessity� approach,
typical for the Bohemian circles at that time. Interest in this kind of literature
was also nurtured by the system of particular education connected to the
Protestant University. In the recatholization period the influence of Protes-
tantism on education of the burgher youth was interrupted, but the import of
the Reformation literature continued through the 17th century.

In the burgher libraries in the Prague town of Nové Mìsto a limited num-
ber of Reformation titles (8% of all identified religious writings) were avail-
able in the Pre-White Mountain period. Through the 17th century, these titles
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were continually available in 4% of all burgher libraries in the Nové Mìsto
(usually the libraries of more than average or extraordinary size). The most
common were less important writings of Jean Calvin, Rudolf Gwalther,
Theodor Beza and Havel �alanský. Almost no translations of this kind of
literature were available.

A different picture is shown in the smaller towns of Bohemia where the
Reformation literature was available almost exclusively in the libraries of lo-
cal burgher intellectual elites.

Comparison with selected towns of a similar cultural background but a
different religion (Nürnberg, Gdañsk, Kraków) indicated that the attitude of
the burgher society to the Reformation literature was relative to the specific
conditions of the local confessional development. With the exception of the
Prague towns, these books were usually available in libraries of extraordi-
nary size and read by burgher elites. Generally speaking, the interest in this
kind of literature in the burgher circles declined in the 2nd half of the 17th cen-
tury, not in the consequence of the recatholization process in some of the lo-
calities mentioned, but primarily in connection to the general trend in the de-
velopment of readers� interests.


