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Abstract

Standard price discrimination theories are based on the assumption that consumers use their
future demand estimates to evaluate net utility of each pricing scheme and choose the scheme
with the highest value. However, some evidence suggests that consumers might not always
behave this way. The experiment presented in this paper shows that indeed a substantial
proportion of subjects choose not to evaluate the net utility of the offered pricing schemes.
Instead, they select from pricing schemes based on a comparison of the schemes' parameters.
Interestingly, this selection approach leads to the correct pricing-scheme choice when
subjects are not well aware of their demand, and to the incorrect choice when they are. The
results call for alternative theories of price discrimination and corresponding policy
implications.

Abstrakt

Standardni teorie o cenové diskriminaci jsou zalozené na piedpokladu, ze spotiebitelé
pouzivaji odhady své budouci poptavky k vyhodnoceni ¢istého uzitku z kazdého ocenovaciho
schématu, a poté zvoli schéma s nejvyssi Cistou hodnotou. Dukazy ale naznacuji, Ze
spotiebitelé¢ se ne vzdy chovaji timto zplisobem. Experiment predstaveny v tomto ¢lanku
ukazuje, ze podstatna Cast subjektli nevoli zpisob, pii kterém by vyhodnocovali Cisty uzitek z
nabizenych schémat. Misto toho vybiraji ocefiovaci schémata na zakladé porovnani
parametra téchto schémat. Zajimavé na tomto je, ze takovyto vybérovy mechanismus vede ke
spravné volbé ocenovaciho schématu v piipadech, kdy si subjekty nejsou védomy své
poptavky. Naopak, pokud znaji svoji poptavku, pak toto vede k nespravné volbe. Vysledky
naznacuji potiebu vytvofeni alternativnich teorii cenové diskriminace a jim odpovidajicich
regulacnich pravidel.
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