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Abstract

Income and consumption inequality increased in all transition economies, albeit to very
different levels. Existing findings suggest that countries that were slow to undertake pro-
market reforms experienced the largest increase in inequality, with the notable exception of
Belarus, one of the least reformed ex-Soviet republics, that nevertheless has inequality
comparable to the most advanced and least unequal transition countries of Central Europe.
This article studies the evolution of inequality in Belarus in 1995-2005, decomposes
inequality by region and source of income, and provides cross-country comparisons.
Specifically, a comparison of Belarus and Ukraine, based on DiNardo-Fortin-Lemieux
Counterfactual Kernel Densities, suggests that the large difference in inequality levels is due
to different income policies of the two countries: Belarus is unusual not only in its lack of
privatization, but also in that it kept many of the old-style Soviet social security features.

Abstrakt

Nerovnost v pfijmech a spotiebé se zvysila ve vSech transformujicich se ekonomikach, ackoli
ne vSude stejné. Nalezené dikazy naznacuji, Ze zminéné zem¢ pomalu piebiraly pro-trzni
reformy a tudiz celily narlistu nerovnosti. Vyjimku tvofi Beélorusko, jedna znejméné
reformovanych postsovétskych republik, kterd maé nerovnost porovnatelnou s nejvice
rozvinutymi zemémi transformujicich se republik Stfedni Evropy s nejmensi nerovnosti. Tato
prace se zabyva studiem nerovnosti v Bélorusku mezi lety 1995 a 2005, rozklada nerovnost
podle regionli a podle zdroji pfijmi a také poskytuje srovnani napiic zemémi. Konkrétné
porovnéani na zakladé¢ DiNardo-Fortin-Lemieux Counterfactual Kernel Densities ukazuje, ze
nejveétsi rozdil mezi t€émito zemémi je kvili rozdilnym piijmovym pravidlim. V Bélorusku je
vzacnd jakakoli privatizace a také tam v socidlnim systému pievladaji ptvodni sovétské
prvky.
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