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Abstract

One's position in an alphabetically sorted list may be important in determining access to
oversubscribed public services. Motivated by anecdotal evidence, we investigate the
importance of the position in the alphabet of Czech students for their admission chances into
oversubscribed schools. Empirical evidence based on the population of students graduating
from secondary schools and applying to universities is consistent with the use of alphabet in
admission procedures at both secondary and tertiary level. A simple student-school matching
model suggests that the repeated use of such admissions implies potential efficiency losses.

Abstr akt

Poradi v abecedé muze byt jednim z faktorti urcujicich ptistup jednotlivetl ke zbozi nebo k
vefejnym sluzbam v situacich, kdy se ptevis poptavky nad nabidkou fesi n¢jakou formou
pridélovani. V tomto clanku se ptame, jestli abecedni pofadi jména nebo piijmeni ceskych
studentll ovliviiuje pravdépodobnost jejich pfijeti na vybérové Skoly s previsem poptavky.
Nase empiricka zji$téni zalozena na populaci uchazecu o studium na vysokych Skolach v roce
1999 naznacuji, Ze abecedni potadi pfijmeni jistou roli skutecné hraje. Implikace takovych
pfijimacich fizeni pro selekci studentii podle abecedy do riznych typid stfednich Skol pak
empiricky prokazujeme na zaklad¢ analyzy celostatnich maturitnich testa.
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