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Abstract

We compare the social welfare generated by a domestic government in the two types of policy
setups: a "commitment" regime in which the government sets its policy instrument before the
strategic choice is made by the domestic firm and a "noncommitment" regime where the policy
variable is set after the strategic choice is made by the firm. The government conducts strategic
trade policy in the form of optimal tariffs under which domestic and foreign firms compete in
quantities in an imperfectly competitive domestic market where cost reducing R&D spillovers
take place from the domestic to the foreign firm. We show that the "non-committed" government
achieves generally a higher level of welfare and levies a lower optimal tariff than the
"committed" government. Moreover, when the domestic government is allowed to use an R&D
subsidy, that may or may not be accompanied by the optimal tariff, the resulting optimal
subsidies are always positive.

Abstrakt

Clanek se zabyvéa srovnanim spole¢enského blaha doméaci zemé za dvou riznych obchodnich
politik domaci vlady: politiky ,,se zavazkem", kdy vlada voli néstroj regulace obchodu diive, nez
firma svou strategickou veli¢inu, a politiky ,,bez zavazku", kdy je tomu naopak. Vlada reguluje
obchod pomoci optimalnich tarifii; firmy soutézi na neuplné¢ konkurenénim domacim trhu v
kvantité¢ zbozi, pfiCemz dochazi k transferu technologie redukujici ndklady na vyzkum a vyvoj
od doméci k zahrani¢ni firmé. Clanek ukazuje, Ze politika ,,bez zavazku" vede obecnd k vy$§imu
spolecenskému blahu a niz§imu optimalnimu tarifu, nez politika ,,se zavazkem". Pokud ma
domaci vlada moznost dotovat vyzkum a vyvoj domaci firmy s tim, ze takova dotace miize, ale
nemusi byt doprovazena optimalnim tarifem, optimalni dotace je vzdy pozitivni.
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