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ABSTRACT

I propose the aggregate output divided by the wage rate of the industrial labourer in a coun-
try as a measure of the aggregate human capital input for that country,. The justification
is that the skills and health of industrial labourers are comparable across countries; there-
fore their human capital input can serve as a unit in the measurement. For international
comparison, this method is better than other methods based on schooling, conceptually
or in terms of applicability, given the data constraints for low-income countries. I use this
method to compare the human capital inputs for 39 countries of diverse output levels. I
find that human capital input differs between the lowest-income and the highest-income
countries by a factor of about 2. This is significant but small relative to their output dif-
ference or the results from other methods. In neoclassical output accounting, the human
capital input differences across countries, even after being combined with their physical
capital input differences, leave a large part of their output differences unaccounted for.

JEL classification: J31, 040

* 1 thank my research assistant Claudiu Tunea for his help in assembling data. 1 thank Nauro

Campos, Randy Filer, Stepan Jurajda, and other participants in macro seminar at CERGE-EI for their

helpful comments.



ABSTRAKT

Navrhuji méfit agregovany vstup lidského kapitdlu v dané zemi agregovanym produktem
vydélenym mzdovou urovni primyslového d€lnika v této zemi. OspravedInéni tohoto postupu
spociva v tom, ze dovednosti I zdravi prumyslovych délnikd jsou mezi jednotlivymi zemémi
srovnatelné, jejich vstup lidského kapitalu tudiz muize slouzit jako jednotka meéfeni. Pro
mezinarodni srovnani je tato metoda lepSi nez jiné v literatuie pouzité metody zalozené na
vzdélani, koncepcné ¢i vzhledem k pouzitelnosti za danych datovych omezeni pro chudé zem¢.
Tuto metodu pouzivam pro srovnani vstupt lidského kapitalu pro 39 zemi s riiznymi Grovnémi
produktu. Zjistuji, ze vstup lidského kapitalu se 1iSi mezi zemémi s nejniz§im a nejvyssim
pfijmem piiblizné¢ dvojndsobné. to je sice rozdil signifikantni, ale pfesto maly ve srovnani s
rozdilem produktu nebo s vysledky jinych metod. V ucetnictvi neoklasického produktu
ponechavaji rozdily ve vstupu lidského kapitdlu mezi zemémi, I po kombinaci s jejich rozdily ve
vstupu fyzického kapitalu, velkou ¢ast rozdilti v produktu nevysvétlenou.



