Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises in the Czech
Manufacturing Industry*

Marie Bohata

March 1996

Abstract

In the framework of the economic reform implemented in the CSFR since 1990, the re-
establishment of the private sector has been a key element. The role of small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMES) - because of their ability to increase competitiveness of production and
consequently the export performance, to adopt new technologies, to modernise the economic
structure and to create new employment opportunities - has been extremely important.

This paper starts with a brief introduction into the history of industrial organisation in
Czechoslovakia and then focuses on the development of the private sector in the country, which
was at the beginning almost identical with the sector of SMEs. After these first steps, systemic
governmental assistance to SMEs was developed and implemented. This system is explained, and
the performance of SMEs and barriers in this field are characterised.

Abstrakt

V ramci ekonomické reformy zavadéné v CSFR od roku 1990 bylo znovuvytvoreni soukromého
sektoru kli¢ovym prvkem. Uloha malych a stiednich podniki je velmi vyznamna vzhledem k
jejich schopnostem zvySovat konkurencni schopnost vyrobkt a sluzeb, a tim I exportni
vykonnost, zavadét nové technologie, modernizovat ekonomickou strukturu a vytvafet nové
pracovni prilezitosti.

Tento piispévek nejprve stru¢né uvadi historii primyslové organizace v Ceskoslovensku a potom
se zamé&fuje na rozvoj soukromého sektoru v zemi, ktery byl zpocatku témét identicky se
sektorem malych a stfednich podnikd. Po téchto prvnich krocich byla vypracovana a zavedena
systémova vladni podpora sektoru drobného a sttedniho podnikani. Tento soubor opatieni je
vysvétlen a je charakterizovana vykonnost malych a stfednich podnikd, jakoz i prekazky
vyskytujici se v této oblasti.
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