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The first Allied film recordings in a liberated German camp were 

made in July-August 1944 in Lublin/Majdanek by filmmakers 

embedded in the Soviet Army. Among them were several “flight 

survivors” who had escaped from Hitler-occupied Poland towards 

the east, and now were returning to their home country. Together 

with their Soviet colleagues they filmed the camp, and the 

extensive film material was sent to Moscow. A film was edited and 

screened in the end of November 1944 to Polish audiences.    

The talk, based on the monograph "Filme über Vernichtung und 

Befreiung" (published by Springer in 2020), will analyse the 

challenge of representing Jewish victims in the film. 
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