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A few years after the World War I ended, Prague academic 

milieu became a highly complex one. As part of post-

imperial Central Europe Czechoslovakia was home to 

Czech, German, Russian and Ukrainian higher schools, 

which developed active academic communities around 

them. Using Yehuda Elkana's "images of knowledge“, I will 

propose an analytical framework to analyse this multilingual 

intellectual landscape. By looking at the post-WWI 

conceptual insecurities and glocal renegotiations of 

science’s conceptual framework, I will show how these 

“images” oscillated between state prerogatives, cultural 

allegiances and ideological prescriptions. This talk should 

also present an outline for the 5-year research project 

funded by the Lumina Quaeruntur fellowship of the Czech 

Academy of Sciences, "“Images of science” in 

Czechoslovakia 1918-1945-1968"  

https://imagesofscience.wordpress.com/ 
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