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Abstract

In response to the problem of shrinking birthrates in the country, in October 2007,
the head of the Georgian Orthodox church announced that he would personally
baptize any third and further baby born to Orthodox families from that time. This
study uses the initiative as a natural experiment to explore the economic
consequences of religious activity. This analysis uses individual level survey data
from the Caucasus Resource Research Center (CRRC) Georgia on fertility before
and after the initiative for Orthodox Christians (treatment group) and Non-
Orthodox Christians (control group) population to identify the effect of the
church leader’s promise on birth rates. Difference-in-differences estimation
procedure is employed to examine the potential causal effect. This analysis does
not find evidence that the church initiative had an effect on fertility.

Abstrakt

V reakci na sniZeni porodnosti v zemi oznamila v fijnu 2007 hlava gruzinské
pravoslavné cirkve, ze bude osobné kitit kazdé treti a dalsi dité, které se od té
doby pravoslavnym rodindm narodi. Tato studie pouziva jeho navrh jako
pfirozeny experiment, jenZ zkouma ekonomické disledky naboZenské aktivity.
Tato analyza pouziva jednotlivé urovné dat o plodnosti z gruzinského
vyzkumného centra Caucasus Resource Research Center (CRRC) a vyhodnocuje
porodnost na populaci pravoslavnych kiestani (lé€ebna skupina) a ostatnich
ktestanti (kontrolni skupina) pfed a po tomto navrhu. Ma za tkol urcit, v jaké
mife byla porodnost slibem cirkevniho otce ovlivnéna. Metoda rozdilu v
rozdilech (difference-in-differences) zkouma potencialni kauzalni efekt. Tato
analyza nenachazi diikazy, ze cirkevni navrh porodnost ovlivnil.
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