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1993

Canterbury Tales Project
Electronic transcription of all manuscript and early printed versions: full textual analysis



Voltaire 
Foundation, Oxford

✤ Voltaire électronique

✤ 1,174 works/titles

✤ 153,000 unique forms

✤ poetry, plays, dictionaries, 
etc. . .

✤ SGML multi-genre DTD



Also @ Voltaire 
Foundation, Oxford

✤ Critical editions of French 
Enlightenment 
Correspondences

✤ 50+ vols Voltaire

✤ 50+ vols Rousseau

✤ Bayle, Graffigny, La Beaumelle, 
SVEC collection, etc. . .



Electronic Enlightenment Project
online 1998–present



“We’re trying to construct a 
whole-world project based on 

scholarly editions of 
correspondences.”



Financial Support Framework

✤ 6 Andrew Mellon development awards

✤ Creation of model for sustainability & growth

✤ Managed by OUP & Bodleian Library

✤ Subscription & purchase models

✤ Institutional & individual



Financial Support Framework

✤ SUPPORTS PROJECT OPERATIONS:

✤ FSF supports sustainability (20 years online)

✤ FSF supports imaging (± 250 mss images/annum)

✤ FSF supports data-capture (± 5 volumes/annum)

✤ FSF supports stable infrastructure: room -> servers



Financial Support Framework

✤ SUPPORTS RESEARCHERS & RESULTS:

✤ FSF supports students (annual DH Bursary; 
Collaborative Doctoral Awards; DH internships; etc.)

✤ FSF supports free-to-view publication: e.g. to meet 
funding requirements

✤ FSF supports research access: big-data; Univ. de 
Réunion, etc.



Financial Support Framework

✤ Staff have permanent contracts with University

✤ Staff can remain focused & not “chase the funding”

✤ No need to rehire, retrain staff when grants end

✤ However conscientious a PI, they always argue for 
openness from their own financial stability



  Memoirs of several 
ladies of Great Britain

By George Ballard,
Oxford, MDCCLII



Electronic 
Enlightenment
✤ ±11,000 people

✤  86 nations on 5 continents

✤ ± 24 languages

✤ ± 80,000 documents

✤ ± 450,000 annotations

✤ ± 40,000,000 words

✤ 2 July 1609 to 9 December 1900



Sourcing data

✤ Printed scholarly editions

✤ +30 international contracts



Sourcing data

✤ Printed historical editions

✤ only accessible source



Sourcing data

✤ Manscript archives

✤ institutional

✤ private



Transcription

✤ Text files — handcrafted “tags”

✤ Word docs — EE styles & XSLT

✤ Bulk keying — XML DTD



Complete — but 
unfinished collection

✤ Most comprehensive 
collections, annually updated

✤ Adam Smith

✤ David Hume

✤ Voltaire

✤ etc. . . . 



Oxford Text Archive
online 1976–present



New full-text repository with subject classifications
Thanks to your help!!



New Oxford Text Archive

✤ ±61,000 full-text Text Creation Partnership titles 

✤ Based on ESTC: EEBO, ECCO and Evans sources

✤ Linguistic corpora: British National Corpus

✤ Legacy deposits

✤ 25 languages; 1.5 billion words



Lives, letters & works
• 2018 •



LL&Works

✤ Authors in EEP bio-dictionary 
linked to . . . 

✤ Letters in EEP, linked to . . .

✤ Works in OTA . . . .

✤ To date we’ve linked:

✤ 350 people

✤ 4,000 works



Robert Boyle . . . 
Search in Lives



Robert Boyle . . . 
Biographical Dictionary page



2,002 letters

Robert Boyle . . . 
Letters list



65 works

Robert Boyle . . . 
Works list



Robert Boyle . . . 
The Sceptical Chymist, 1661



Research & 
Development

✤ Biographical

✤ Geographical

✤ Chronological

✤ Linguistic



Named-entity 
recognition

✤ Identify, disambiguate, link —

✤ people (e.g. Wikidata)

✤ locations

✤ events

✤ works (books, etc.)



Linguistic 
analysis

✤ normalisation / translation 
(1,300 lang to lang so far)

✤ lemmatization

✤ concordances / dictionaries

✤ advanced searching



LL&W: 24 languages

Afrikaans
Arabic
Chinese
cypher
Dutch/Flemish
English
English, Middle 
French
French, Old 
German
Greek, Ancient (to 1453)
Greek, Modern (1453–)
Hebrew

Irish
Italian
Latin
Norwegian
Persian
Portuguese
Occitan, Old (to 1500)
Russian
Spanish
Swedish
Tamil
Welsh



Facet searching — July 2018
SOLO online catalogue, University of Oxford



Topic modelling : LDA, etc.
National Center for Supercomputing Applications: Univ. Illinois, Urbana



Visualization: e.g. Voyant Tools in OTA
McGill University, Montreal



Mapping: Voltaire location vectors
Stanford University model



Other development areas: LL&W

✤ Text searching OTA

✤ Wordclass & semantic tags EEP

✤ Citation/quotation recognition: e.g. Voltaire & bible

✤ Stylistic association to profession, location, gender



Other development areas: LL&W

✤ XREFS: internal / external (Wikidata)

✤ Note to note

✤ Places

✤ Works

✤ People 



True 
enlightenment

“These guys are just like us!”



Dr Robert V. 
McNamee

Director
Electronic Enlightenment Project
& Oxford Text Archive

robert.mcnamee@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
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