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Abstract

The paper estimates the effects of a simpler criminal procedure on case durations
and the probabilities that the defendant is charged and convicted. The identification
strategy exploits a policy reform in the Czech Republic as a quasi-natural experi-
ment. The reform allowed petty offenses to be prosecuted via a simplified (fast-track)
procedure but its actual implementation varied substantially across districts. The
fast-track procedure reduced the average duration of the police/prosecutor phase of
the criminal procedure by 27 days on average for the petty offenses. It increased
the probability that the suspect is charged by 6 percentage points. The fast-track
procedure released resources that could potentially be spent on prosecuting serious
crimes; I therefore investigate for spillover effects. I find only weak evidence of such
spillover effects on the probability that the suspect is charged and no evidence of
spillover effects on other case outcomes.

Abstrakt

Článek odhaduje dopady jednodušš́ı trestńı procedury na délku trestńıho ř́ızeńı
a na pravděpodobnost obžaloby a odsouzeńı obviněného. K identifikaci odhad̊u
využ́ıvám trestně-procesńı reformy v České republice jako přirozeného experimentu.
Reforma z roku 2002 umožnila st́ıhat bagatelńı trestné činy formou tzv. zkrá-
ceného př́ıpravného ř́ızeńı, ale byla implementována s rozd́ılnou intenzitou v r̊uzných
okresech. Zkrácené př́ıpravné ř́ızeńı zkrátilo délku trestńıho ř́ızeńı u policie a stát-
ńıho zástupce v pr̊uměru o 27 dńı u bagatelńıch př́ıpad̊u. Zvýšilo pravděpodob-
nost, že obviněný je obžalován, o 6 procentńıch bod̊u. Zkrácené př́ıpravné ř́ızeńı
uvolnilo zdroje, které mohly být potenciálně využity ke st́ıháńı závažných př́ıpad̊u.
Zkoumám tedy i vedleǰśı efekty na závažné př́ıpady. Výsledky naznačuj́ı jen slabé
vedleǰśı efekty na pravděpodobnost obžaloby a žádné vedleǰśı efekty na jiné výsledky
trestńıho ř́ızeńı.
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