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Abstract

The paper estimates the effects of a simpler criminal procedure on case durations
and the probabilities that the defendant is charged and convicted. The identification
strategy exploits a policy reform in the Czech Republic as a quasi-natural experi-
ment. The reform allowed petty offenses to be prosecuted via a simplified (fast-track)
procedure but its actual implementation varied substantially across districts. The
fast-track procedure reduced the average duration of the police/prosecutor phase of
the criminal procedure by 27 days on average for the petty offenses. It increased
the probability that the suspect is charged by 6 percentage points. The fast-track
procedure released resources that could potentially be spent on prosecuting serious
crimes; I therefore investigate for spillover effects. I find only weak evidence of such
spillover effects on the probability that the suspect is charged and no evidence of
spillover effects on other case outcomes.

Abstrakt

Clanek odhaduje dopady jednodussi trestni procedury na délku trestniho fizeni
a na pravdépodobnost obzaloby a odsouzeni obvinéného. K identifikaci odhadu
vyuzivdm trestné-procesni reformy v Ceské republice jako pfirozeného experimentu.
Reforma z roku 2002 umoznila stihat bagatelni trestné ¢iny formou tzv. zkra-
ceného pripravného tizeni, ale byla implementovana s rozdilnou intenzitou v ruznych
okresech. Zkracené pripravné rizeni zkratilo délku trestniho fizeni u policie a stat-
niho zastupce v pruméru o 27 dni u bagatelnich ptipadu. Zvysilo pravdépodob-
nost, ze obvinény je obzalovan, o 6 procentnich bodu. Zkracené pripravné fizeni
uvolnilo zdroje, které mohly byt potencidlné vyuzity ke stithani zavaznych piipadu.
Zkoumam tedy i vedlejsi efekty na zavazné pripady. Vysledky naznacuji jen slabé
vedlejsi efekty na pravdépodobnost obzaloby a zadné vedlejsi efekty na jiné vysledky
trestniho Tizeni.
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