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Summary 
Contemporary society is characterized by rapid changes. Various 
epidemiological, political and economic crises represent a burden 
to mental health of nowadays population, which may at least 
partially explain the increasing incidence of mental disorders, 
including schizophrenia. Schizophrenia is associated with 
premature mortality by at least 13–15 years. The leading cause 
of premature mortality in schizophrenia patients is high incidence 
of cardiovascular diseases. The specific-cause mortality risk for 
cardiovascular diseases in schizophrenia patients is more than 
twice higher as compared to the general population. Several 
factors are discussed as the factor of cardiovascular diseases 
development. Intensive efforts to identify possible link between 
schizophrenia and cardiovascular diseases are made. It seems 
that sigma 1 receptor may represent such link. By modulation of 
the activity of several neurotransmitter systems, including 
dopamine, glutamate, and GABA, sigma 1 receptor might play 
a role in pathophysiology of schizophrenia. Moreover, significant 
roles of sigma 1 receptor in cardiovascular system have been 
repeatedly reported. The detailed role of sigma 1 receptor in both 
schizophrenia and cardiovascular disorders development however 
remains unclear. The article presents an overview of current 
knowledge about the association between schizophrenia and 
cardiovascular diseases and proposes possible explanations with 
special emphasis on the role of the sigma 1 receptor. 
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Schizophrenia as a public health concern 
 
Ageing of population in the developed countries 

together with migration of vast groups of population 
result in new epidemiological situations worldwide.  
Age-related diseases appear together with almost 
eradicated (and also new) infectious diseases [1]. 
Moreover, all sorts of economic and political events 
represent a burden to mental health of nowadays 
population. All abovementioned factors may at least 
partially explain the increasing incidence of mental 
disorders. Among them, schizophrenia represents one of 
the mental disorders with the highest mortality risk [2]. 

Schizophrenia is a severe mental illness falling 
under the category of psychotic disorders. It has  
a profound impact on how people think, feel, and behave. 
The global prevalence of schizophrenia is 0.28 %; 
however, the annual prevalence in the US has been 
reported to reach up to 4.01 % suggesting a rising 
prevalence compared to previous years in the same study 
[3,4]. Patients with schizophrenia often experience 
difficulties functioning in society and may require life-
long treatment to manage their symptoms. Furthermore, 
schizophrenia is associated with several physical 
comorbidities, which increase the disease burden and 
therefore both represent a major health issue researched 
upon mainly in the last two decades. 

Schizophrenia usually develops in late 
adolescence or early adulthood. Its symptoms are 
typically categorized as positive, negative, and cognitive 
symptoms (Table 1). These symptoms may vary in each 
patient, range in severity, and change over time. 
Although, cognitive impairments are not yet an official 
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Table 1. List of the most common symptoms of schizophrenia. 
 

Positive symptoms Negative symptoms Cognitive impairments 

hallucinations flat affect working memory 
delusions anhedonia executive function 
disorganized behaviour asociality attention 
motor symptoms alogia processing speed 
disorganized speech avolition - apathy long-term memory 
thought disorder symptoms diminished activities of daily living social cognition 

 
 

diagnostic criterion for schizophrenia according to 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual for Mental Disorders,  
a current resource to clinical practice, they are often 
present in patients with schizophrenia [5,6]. These 
symptoms can make it difficult for the person with 
schizophrenia to maintain relationships, hold down a job 
and integrate into society in general. This can lead to 
social isolation and, eventually, drug abuse with 
consequent increased risk for other diseases. 

While the exact pathophysiology of 
schizophrenia is not yet fully understood, research has 
suggested several possible explanations, such as genetic, 
physical, psychological, and environmental factors [7]. 
However, these can only partially explain the disease 
process, as the underlying pathological mechanisms are 
complex and require further research. 

Several hypotheses have been proposed 
throughout the years. Among them, the dopaminergic 
hypothesis dominates since all currently used 
antipsychotic drugs on the market target type 2 dopamine 
receptors (D2). First- and second-generation 
antipsychotics as D2 antagonists have been linked to 
ameliorating positive symptoms [8]. The third-generation 
antipsychotics, such as aripiprazole, are debated to be 
partial agonists or functionally selective for D2 receptors 
[9,10]. Long-term antipsychotic treatment has been 
linked with various side effects. 

Since the dopaminergic hypothesis attributes 
primarily to positive symptoms, it wasn't sufficient to 
explain the complex pathogenesis of schizophrenia 
entirely. Therefore, the pathological process likely affects 
other neurotransmitter systems, such as glutamatergic, 
serotonergic, cholinergic, and gamma-aminobutyric acid 
(GABA) [11]. Inflammation and oxidative stress may 
also play an important role [12,13]. 

Schizophrenia is associated with premature 
mortality by at least 13–15 years, higher for men than 
women [14]. Even with declining all-cause mortality 
rates in the last two decades for both patients with 

schizophrenia and the general population, the 3-times 
greater mortality in schizophrenia persisted during this 
period [15]. Several reasons for premature mortality have 
been identified, including higher risk of suicide and 
accidents. However, the leading cause of excessive 
mortality in schizophrenia patients is increased incidence 
of somatic illnesses. Among them, cardiovascular 
diseases (CVD) account for most of the excessive deaths 
[16]. Other causes include various respiratory, urogenital, 
and gastroenterological diseases and tumours, with 
different contribution rates [2,17,18]. 

The article presents an overview of current 
knowledge about the association between schizophrenia 
and CVD and describes possible mechanisms of such 
association with special emphasis on the role of sigma 1 
receptor. 

 
Schizophrenia is associated with increased 
risk of cardiovascular diseases 

 
Compared to the general population, the 

incidence and mortality of CVD are higher in patients 
with schizophrenia. In recent meta-analysis, a 2.2-fold 
greater specific-cause mortality risk was identified for 
CVD among patients with schizophrenia compared to the 
general population [2]. Moreover, the relative mortality 
risk for CVD was substantially higher in the young and 
the first-episode patients (relative risk 3.47) versus older 
and chronic patients (relative risk 1.98), which probably 
reflects the lower overall frequency of these diseases in 
the younger general population and of their earlier onset 
in schizophrenia patients [2].  

Among CVD, schizophrenia is frequently 
associated with cerebrovascular disease and coronary 
heart disease [19]. For instance, higher risk of stroke 
incidence and mortality was identified in schizophrenia 
patients [20]. Increased short-term post-stroke mortality 
was reported to be more prominent in a younger-age 
group (<65) and in men [21]. Due to their social isolation, 
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patients with schizophrenia were less likely to receive 
reperfusion treatment, other interventions, and secondary 
pharmacological prevention [22–24]. Such findings 
highlight the importance of providing equal opportunities 
for patients with schizophrenia to receive appropriate 
treatment options to limit long-term disabilities from  
a stroke. 

The leading cause of cerebral infarction is atrial 
fibrillation, with a 4 times increased risk of mortality for 
patients compared to the general population [25]. The risk 
of atrial fibrillation-related stroke can be effectively 
reduced by oral anticoagulation therapy [26]. In 
schizophrenia patients, the oral anticoagulation therapy 
initiation was significantly lower compared to atrial 
fibrillation controls in several studies [27–29]. One of 
possible explanations might be a higher risk of bleeding 
which represents a risk in these patients with frequent 
hazardous behaviour. However, a recent study reported 
no association of schizophrenia with higher risk of 
bleeding in patients with atrial fibrillation [30]. Although 
the same findings were presented in atrial fibrillation 
patients with other mental health diseases in a previous 
study [31], a recent meta-analysis showed that in atrial 
fibrillation patients with mental disease both bleeding 
risk and ischemic stroke risk are increased compared to 
patients without any mental disease [32]. 

Another CVD - myocardial infarction - in 
schizophrenia patients resulted in lower coronary 
revascularization rates compared to those without 
schizophrenia in several studies. This is an important 
factor contributing to higher-than-expected mortality risk 
in schizophrenic population [33,34]. The same was 
described in other severe mental illnesses [35]. The 
36-years follow-up study of myocardial infarction in 
schizophrenia patients did not reveal statistical 
significance of the trend in increased long-term mortality. 
However, compared to myocardial infarction patients, in 
which the long-term mortality significantly declined due 
to improvement in diagnostics and treatment, such a trend 
emphasizes the need to pay special attention to post-
infarction follow-up in schizophrenia patients [36]. More 
than doubled risk of major adverse cardiac events  
(all-cause mortality, reinfarction, stroke or heart failure) 
within 5 years after myocardial infarction was also 
reported in schizophrenia patients [37]. It has been 
reported that schizophrenia patients after myocardial 
infarction refused offers of both examination and 
treatment in an insignificant trend [38]. A more 
personalized approach and collaboration between 

cardiologists and psychiatrists might result in better 
treatment outcomes for these patients. 

Hypertension, one of the most common CVD in 
the general population, represents a factor contributing to 
an increased risk of developing other CVD. The evidence 
of the association between schizophrenia and 
hypertension is ambiguous. A meta-analysis from 2018 
claims that there is no such evidence and some other 
studies report similar findings [39–41]. While some 
studies found lower prevalence of hypertension in 
patients with schizophrenia [42,43], a recent study on 
drug-naive patients in their first episode of schizophrenia 
reported higher prevalence of hypertension [44]. Despite 
the lower prevalence compared to controls, hypertension 
was the most prevalent diagnosed comorbidity in 
schizophrenia patients [45]. 

On the other hand, hypertension - among other 
physical comorbidities - was significantly associated with 
development of schizophrenia [46] and with global 
cognitive impairment [47]. Hypertension also increases  
a risk of sudden cardiac death in schizophrenia patients 
and such risk even increases with age [48]. Moreover, 
several reports suggest that hypertension remains under-
diagnosed and patients with schizophrenia receive low 
levels of overall and preventative care [39,49,50]. 

As mentioned previously, increased risk for 
heart failure within 5 years following MI was observed in 
schizophrenia patients [37]. In recent meta-analysis, 
increased incidence of HF in schizophrenia patients was 
also reported [51]. Furthermore, a higher mortality risk 
for HF compared to the general population [16,52] may 
partially explain the extending mortality gap between 
patients with and without schizophrenia. 

Newly diagnosed HF patients with schizophrenia 
were less likely to receive high-quality HF care, defined 
as meeting more than 80 % of the guideline-based 
process-performance measures of care [52]. However, 
this study reported that these patients are not at higher 
risk of early 4-week readmission for nonpsychiatric 
diagnose.  

In schizophrenia patients, congestive HF 
significantly contributed to an age-related elevated risk of 
sudden cardiac death. The overall risk of sudden cardiac 
arrest was reported to be significantly higher in all 
schizophrenia patients, regardless age and sex. The 
highest risk was reported in patients aged <35, 
specifically in the males [48]. For this study, a sudden 
cardiac death was defined as a death with a cardiac 
disease reported as the cause and occurring outside of 
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hospital (including the emergency room) or being 
classified as "death on arrival". 

Despite the fact that CVD and CVD-related 
mortality are well known in schizophrenia patients, 
a Norwegian study reports that 66 % of schizophrenia 
patients were more likely to die due to undiagnosed CVD 
[53]. 

 
Cardiovascular risk factors in schizophrenia 
patients 

 
Several factors contributing to the development 

of cardiovascular diseases are discussed in patients with 
schizophrenia (Fig. 1) [54,55]. Patients with 
schizophrenia exhibit a tendency towards an unhealthy 
lifestyle, which comes from the nature of their disease. 
Negative schizophrenia symptoms, including amotivation 
and anhedonia, lead to decreased physical activity [56]. 
Besides other factors (e.g., neurotransmitter and 
hormonal changes), physical inactivity contributes to 
development of obesity and metabolic syndrome in 
schizophrenia patients [57]. Alcoholism, nicotine abuse 
and other addictions – all of which are frequent among 
patients with schizophrenia - may even worsen the 
situation [58]. For example, the rate of hypertension in 
schizophrenia patients with substance abuse was 
significantly higher than in schizophrenia patients 
without such disorder [59]. Additionally, smoking has 
been associated with a higher prevalence of hypertension 
in patients with schizophrenia [60]. Moreover, physical 
disorders are frequently underdiagnosed and treated 
insufficiently due to social isolation and negative 
discrimination of the patients [61,62]. 

Some of the above-mentioned factors, such as 
weight gain and metabolic dysregulation, are frequently 
accelerated by adverse effects of antipsychotic treatment 
[63–65]. Obesity and accompanying metabolic effects are 
particularly frequent in second-generation antipsychotics 
[66,67]. Antipsychotic treatment is also associated with 
dyslipidaemia and impaired glucose metabolism. 
Dyslipidaemia is strongly related to weight gain and 
significantly increases risk of cardiovascular mortality 
[65]. 

Direct cardiovascular adverse effects of 
antipsychotics are sporadic and include arterial 
hypertension [68], QTc interval prolongation and sudden 
cardiac death [69]. In a recent study of a cohort treated 
with clozapine, hypertension was associated with 
increased hazard ratio for mortality [70]. 

 
 

Fig. 1. Contributing factors to the development of cardiovascular 
diseases and subsequent premature mortality in patients with 
schizophrenia. Blue panels represent factors, in which sigma 1 
receptor may play a role. CVD – cardiovascular diseases. Figure 
is adopted from [55]. 

 
 
In addition, antipsychotics can induce various 

non-cardiovascular adverse effects that can indirectly 
impact cardiovascular health. Particularly, extrapyramidal 
symptoms, including dystonia, akinesia, akathisia, 
Parkinsonism, and tremor, as well as tardive dyskinesia 
characterized by slow, repetitive, involuntary movements, 
can further stigmatize patients undergoing antipsychotic 
treatment. Consequently, these symptoms may contribute 
to social isolation and negative discrimination 
experienced by patients with schizophrenia. Furthermore, 
the manifestation of these adverse effects may decrease 
patient adherence to therapy. 

Despite the side effects, the non-use of 
antipsychotics has been linked to more than twofold 
increased mortality risk in schizophrenia patients [71]. 
Antipsychotics alleviate psychotic symptoms, which may 
also increase the adherence of the patients to 
cardiovascular treatment and healthier lifestyle [72]. 
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Sigma 1 receptor: a key player in association 
between schizophrenia and cardiovascular 
diseases? 
 

Sigma receptor can hardly be considered 
unexplored: it was first reported already in 1976 and 
since then thousands of studies have been performed 
focusing on its structure, signalling, location, ligands, and 
function(s) both in health and disease [73–77]. However, 
certain questions remain so far unanswered. The main 
puzzle is the identification of the endogenous ligand for 
the sigma receptor, which is still undiscovered, although 
numerous substances have been proposed as hot 
candidates for this role: steroids – namely progesterone 
and DHEA, endogenous opioids, phencyclidine, etc. 
Initially, the very promising substance NN-dimethyl-
tryptamine [78] was disqualified as endogenous ligand 
for the sigma receptor [79]. 

Soon after the discovery the sigma receptors 
were classified as sigma 1 and sigma 2 [80]. Based on the 
present knowledge that sigma 1 receptor is a resident 
protein of the endoplasmic reticulum, it is able to 
translocate within the cell, and that it functions as  
an intracellular chaperon [81–83], question arises as to 
whether an endogenous ligand for this binding site is 
indeed necessary (in other words whether it truly exists): 
sigma receptor binds various proteins in numerous cells 
and it leads to numerous consequent processes, which is 
in agreement with vast list of papers reporting plentiful 
functions attributed to sigma receptor. 

The history of sigma receptor is full of 
suggestions which were later refused and/or corrected by 
intensive research. For example, sigma receptors were 
first reported in the central nervous system, but later they 
were found to be widely expressed in numerous 
peripheral tissues, both neural and non-neural. In the 
CNS, high density of sigma receptors was reported in 
olfactory bulb, several hypothalamic nuclei, septum, 
central grey, certain motor nuclei of the hindbrain, and 
dorsal horn of spinal cord [84]. Among peripheral non-
neural tissues, immune, endocrine, reproductive, and 
digestive tissues are most prevalent [85], although sigma 
receptors are found at high density also in other tissues, 
such as all types of muscle cells [86,87] and cancer cells 
[88,89]. The widespread locations of sigma receptors 
reflect the long list of functions that have been proposed 
for them – from modulation of immune system to cardiac 
contractility [90]. High density of sigma receptors in 
immune, endocrine and nervous systems may represent  

a sort of functional link among them as suggested by 
some authors [91,92]. 

Due to the absence of an endogenous ligand, the 
sigma receptor is currently defined as a saturable, non-
opioid, non-dopaminergic binding site exhibiting high 
affinity for several important classes of psychotropic 
drugs [93]. It is well documented that numerous chemical 
compounds binding with high affinity to sigma receptors 
are drugs targeting dopamine receptors, mostly 
substances used in the treatment of various mental 
disorders [94]. The impact of sigma ligands on 
modulation of various receptor systems and/or types of 
second messengers was studied soon after sigma receptor 
classification [95] and numerous studies were focused on 
dopamine receptors. For example, an increase in 
dopamine synthesis, its metabolism and modulation of its 
release by sigma receptors was reported by Weatherspoon 
et al. [96]. Nuwayhid and Werling [97] reported NMDA-
stimulated dopamine release in rat striatal slices mediated 
by sigma receptor activation. Lencesova et al. [98] 
studied the role of dopamine receptors in upregulation of 
sigma 1 receptors in H9c2 cells, caused by prototypic 
sigma ligand haloperidol, antipsychotic agent acting 
likewise as dopamine type 2 receptor antagonist. 
Antagonising dopamine 2 receptors by haloperidol led to 
upregulation of sigma 1 receptors and dopamine 2 
receptor and to decreased expression of type 1 dopamine 
receptor. Gursoy et al. [99] observed attenuation of 
hypoxia-induced dopamine release by sigma ligand 
haloperidol in rat striatum slices. An interesting study 
focused on sigma 1 receptor as a regulator of dopamine 
neurotransmission was performed by Sambo et al. [100]: 
it was suggested that sigma 1 receptor may represent  
a potential target in the methamphetamine addiction 
treatment due to its unique chaperon activity. 

By modulation of the activity of several 
neurotransmitter systems, including dopamine, glutamate, 
and GABA, sigma 1 receptor may play a role in 
pathophysiology of schizophrenia. Sigma 1 receptors 
have been shown to modulate the release of dopamine 
and glutamate in the brain, which are two 
neurotransmitters that are strongly implicated in the 
development of schizophrenia. Mice with sigma-1 
receptor knockout show alterations in expression of the 
dopamine transporter and in phosphorylation of the 
glutamate NMDA NR2B receptor [101]. In addition, 
some studies have suggested that sigma 1 receptor 
agonists may have potential as a new class of 
antipsychotic drugs for the treatment of schizophrenia 
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[102]. Recent study reports that allosteric modulation of 
sigma 1 receptor elicits antipsychotic-like effects [103]. 
Overall, while the exact role of sigma 1 receptors in 
schizophrenia is still being investigated, there is evidence 
to suggest that they may be a promising target for the 
development of new treatment strategies for the disorder. 

Roles of sigma 1 receptor in cardiovascular 
system have been repeatedly reported [74]. Recently, 
sigma 1 receptor signalling was reviewed as new 
therapeutic target for CVD [104]. Although sigma 1 
receptor may participate in the pathogenesis of both 
schizophrenia and cardiovascular diseases, it is unclear 
whether it may represent a link between these diseases. 
However, various studies suggest that sigma 1 receptor 
plays a significant role in enhancing specific 
cardiovascular risk factors. 

 
Sigma 1 receptor and metabolic risk factors 

Well-known cardiovascular metabolic risk 
factors include insulin resistance, impaired glucose 
metabolism, dyslipidaemia, and abdominal obesity. Each 
of these factors represents an increased risk for CVD 
development. Moreover, the coexistence of these factors 
further increases the cardiovascular risk. Therefore, the 
aforementioned factors together with hypertension are 
integrated into a clinical unit - metabolic syndrome. The 
prevalence of metabolic syndrome in schizophrenia 
patients is higher than in normal population and is rising 
with age [105]. 

On the cellular level, sigma 1 receptor mediates 
an interplay between endoplasmic reticulum and 
mitochondria. Such interplay is crucial for maintaining 
cellular energy metabolism and integrity. Sigma 1 
receptor knockdown led to dysfunction and apoptosis 
induced by fatty acids in MIN6 cells, cellular model of 
pancreatic beta cells derived from a mouse insulinoma 
[106]. The function of the sigma 1 receptor in obesity-
induced metabolic dysfunction was studied using mice 
models [107]. Sigma 1 receptor expression was 
significantly increased in the hearts of male mice on high 
fat diet as compared to controls (on standard diet). Sigma 
1 receptor knockout mice on high fat diet showed 
deteriorated cardiac function and adverse cardiac 
remodelling [107]. Such findings suggest a potential 
protective role of sigma 1 receptor in myocardium. 

 
Sigma 1 receptor and antipsychotic treatment 

As mentioned above, most of the metabolic risk 
factors are accelerated by antipsychotic treatment. Weight 

gain is very frequent side effect of olanzapine, clozapine, 
and other second-generation antipsychotics. In animal 
models, blockade of dopamine D2/3 receptors, histamine 
H1 receptors, and serotonin 5-HT2 receptors has been 
identified as a possible mechanism for antipsychotic-
induced weight gain [108]. Through the blockade of the 
receptors, reward pathways associated with food 
consumption and satiation signalling are disrupted, which 
may lead to changes in food intake and subsequently to 
weight gain in schizophrenia patients treated with 
antipsychotics [109]. Sigma 1 receptor protein-protein 
interactions with all the aforementioned receptor systems 
have been clearly demonstrated in animal and cellular 
models [110]. Whether the sigma 1 receptor can directly 
affect the disrupted pathways remains unclear. 

A few antipsychotic drugs are able to bind 
directly on sigma 1 receptor. Among them, haloperidol 
has the highest affinity. Haloperidol is connected with QT 
interval prolongation, increased risk of severe ventricular 
arrhythmias and sudden cardiac death, which has been 
reported by clinical studies and meta-analyses [111,112]. 
QT prolongation and QT/RR coupling disruption after 
haloperidol administration have been repeatedly reported 
in various animal models [113,114]. Effects of 
haloperidol on cardiac electric activity may be partially 
explained by direct effect on cardiac calcium and 
potassium ion channels [115,116]. Moreover, haloperidol 
administration led to increase of sigma 1 receptor 
expression in the heart [113,117]. However, all the 
above-mentioned findings were observed in animals 
without any neurobehavioral deficits. The sigma 1 
receptor expression in schizophrenia patient treated with 
haloperidol has not been studied yet. 

 
Sigma 1 receptor and substance abuse 

Addictive behaviour is very frequent in 
schizophrenia patients (as repeatedly reported by large 
number of clinical studies, for review see [58]). Various 
hypotheses have been proposed to explain high incidence 
of addictions in schizophrenia patients, including the 
social-environmental hypothesis, the possible shared 
biological vulnerability (e.g., genetic determinants), and 
the theory of self-medication. 

Extensive research has documented the 
significant role of sigma 1 receptor in addiction to several 
substances – particularly to methamphetamine and 
cocaine – due to their strong affinities to the sigma 1 
receptor [118,119]. Sigma 1 receptor has also been 
suggested as a potential mediator of alcohol reward and 
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reinforcement in alcohol use disorder [120]. Despite 
extensive evidence suggesting that sigma 1 receptor 
antagonists can mitigate the toxic cellular or behavioural 
effect of addictive substances and/or decrease their 
consumption and rewarding effects, further studies are 
needed to demonstrate therapeutic potential of sigma 1 
receptor modulation. 

 
Future directions 

 
Schizophrenia represents one of the major public 

health concerns. The burden of schizophrenia is 
progressively increasing with substantial economic and 
social consequences and significant impact on health 
worldwide [3]. Despite known risk factors, the incidence 
and mortality of CVD in schizophrenia patients is more 
than twice as high compared to the general population. 
Besides further research, better co-operation of 
psychiatric and cardiovascular health care is required to 
prolong life expectancy of schizophrenia patients. 

Significant association of schizophrenia with 
CVD may indicate certain molecular mechanisms or 
genetic determinants common for both diseases. 
Nevertheless, no clear link between these two diseases 
has been proven yet. Sigma 1 receptor, a pluripotent cell 
modulator, may play a role in such association. However, 
further studies are needed to shed more light on a role of 

sigma 1 receptor in schizophrenia and the association 
between schizophrenia and CVD. 

In particular, future studies should focus on:  
(1) investigating the molecular mechanisms by which 
sigma 1 receptor might influence the development of 
schizophrenia, CVD, and their associated risk factors;  
(2) evaluating the potential of sigma 1 receptor 
modulation as a therapeutic strategy for schizophrenia, 
CVD, and the management of associated risk factors, 
such as metabolic syndrome and substance abuse;  
(3) investigating the potential genetic determinants and 
shared biological vulnerabilities between schizophrenia 
and CVD, and how these may be influenced by sigma 1 
receptor activity; (4) utilizing neurodevelopmental animal 
models with induced specific neurobehavioral deficits to 
elucidate the complex interplay between sigma 1 receptor 
function, schizophrenia, and CVD. 
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