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Abstract

It is well known that highly ‘female’ fields of study in tertiary education are char-
acterized by higher fertility. However, existing work does not disentangle the selection-
causality nexus. We use variation in gender composition of fields of study implied by
the recent expansion of tertiary education in 19 European countries and a difference-
in-differences research design, to show that the share of women on study peer groups
affects early fertility levels only little. Early fertility by endogamous couples, i.e., by
tertiary graduates from the same field of study, declines for women and increases for
men with the share of women in the group, but non-endogamous fertility almost fully
compensates for these effects, consistent with higher early fertility in highly ‘female’
fields of study being driven by selection of family-oriented students into these fields.
We also show that the EU-wide level of gender segregation across fields of study has
not changed since 2000.
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Abstrakt

Je obecné znamo, ze absolventi vysokoskolskych studijnich obord, ve kterych podil zen
vyrazné prevysuje podil muzi, maji vyssi fertilitu nez absolventi ostatnich obort. Existujici
vyzkum v8ak dosud neodlisil, zda je tento vztah kauzalni ¢i zda je pouze vysledkem selekce. V
nasi studii vyuzivdme variaci v genderovém slozeni studijnich obord zptsobené neddvnou ex-
panzi tercidrniho vzdéldvani v 19 evropskych zemich a pomoci metody rozdili v rozdilech ukazu-
jeme, ze podil Zen mezi vysokoskolskymi spoluzéky ma na fertilitu pouze omezeny vliv. Zatimco
ran4 fertilita endogamnich dvojic, to jest dvojic vysokogkolskych absolventii toho samého studi-
jniho oboru, u Zen klesd a u muzt roste s podilem zen v dané skupiné, neendogamni{ rand fertilita
tento vliv témér zcela kompenzuje. Tato skutecnost je konzistentni s tim, ze vysokd rand fer-
tilita u absolventi studijnich obort s vysokym podilem Zen je zptsobena selekci, tedy tim, ze
tyto obory si vybiraji studenti s pro-rodinnymi preferencemi. Zdroven také ukazujeme, Ze v

rdmci EU se od roku 2000 genderovd segregace mezi studijnimi obory nezménila.



