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Abstract

This paper investigates the impact on university enrollment of an unconditional cash transfer
in Georgia, designed to help households living below the subsistence level. The program,
introduced in 2005, selects recipients based upon a quantitative poverty threshold, which
gives us the ability to implement a regression discontinuity design. We use data on program
recipients from the Social Service Agency of Georgia (SSA) and on university admissions
from the National Examination Center (NAEC) to create a single dataset and compare
applicants who are above and below the threshold, while controlling for the main effect of the
assignment variable itself. This paper is the first rigorous evaluation of this particular
program. We find that being a program recipient significantly increases a student’s likelihood
of university enrollment, by 6.3%. We also find a gender specific impact on enrollment. The
impact is stronger for males; being a male child of a beneficiary family results in a 13.3%
greater chance of university enrollment.

Abstrakt

Prace zkoumd dopad nepodminéného penézniho transferu, ktery ma pomoci domacnostem
zijicim pod urovni Zivotniho minima, na pfijeti déti na vysokou Skolu v Gruzii. Program,
ktery byl zaveden v roce 2005, vybira piijemce zaloZené na zaklad¢ kvantitativniho vymezeni
hranice chudoby, co povoluje implementovat princip regresni diskontinuity. Prace vyuZziva
udaje o pfijemcich pomoci ze socidlni agentury Gruzie (SSA) a data o piijatych uchazecich z
Néarodniho zkouskového centra (NAEC), coZz umoZziuje vytvofit jednotnou databazi a
porovnat uchazece, ktery jsou té€sn¢ pod hranici Gi€asti v programu, s témi nad hranici, ktery
pfijimaji prostfedky, a zarovenl povoluje zkoumat efekty programu na zakladé zvolené
proménné. Prace predstavuje prvni rigorozni hodnoceni ¢asti programu, kde jsme odhalili, Ze
ucast v programu podstatné zvySila pravdépodobnost piijeti na vysokou Skolu o 6.3%.
Rovnéz jsme odhalili, ze dopad je silng€j$i u muzi a u nejstarSiho ditéte v rodin€, kde u
muzskych potomkid je dopad na pravdépodobnost piijeti na univerzitu o 13.3% vétsi.
Vysledky vyzkumu rovnéz ukazuji, ze efekt je silny a rovhomérné rozlozeny napti¢ vse
lokality v zemi.
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